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21-12-21. — i came in xathar late m the afternoon on 2l8t ^ 

j \ r - f ^ 

Dac6mber’1921 into the Vellore dehtr&l Jail’witii Snoi’amania* 
Sastriar, our Provincial l^.tesident 'We, were Bentenced to- 
gether by the V ellore Magistrate ’ J ndgmant ^as pxoncnnoed 
, at 1 ^ m: We waited for sometime for our escort While 
Hvaiting I wrote a short letter to Mahatmaji. I said in it 

w ^ A t 1 j 

that 3 months S I. was all too little But I hoped he would' 
htlye won Swarai before January and so it made no differ 
enoe When I came out' I e^peote'd he would have finished 
Swara] work and'gbb back to hiS normal occupation, viz 

1 / j / ’ ' f 

Eesearah m^DJetotlC3 


‘We rode down to the pnson in a motor car., Mr Krish- 
namachari accompanied us, but We avoided all demonstration 
I was weighed at the gate My hand-bag contained a tic 
of toothpowder, some cloves, a quire of paper, a' sheet of pins, 
some pencils, and a " Pountain'” pen, I had also a bottle 
of "Swan-* mb, a' kooja a small brass uup and some 
books, Bible, Shakespeare, Tayumanavar, a volume of Tamil 
Mahabharatham, 7 volumes of P. C Boy’s Mahabharat and_ 
Bobinson Orusoe. My glasses, both reading and distance, were 
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wJlli me Ity bed oonriiled cf • pillow a JwntaUm ind 
my ihawl My olothw wore alio rollod op lo my bod A 
case of olntmenft for my bolU oed^o bokUa of asthma mixtoro 
•were also among my thioga. Wo woro ^en tolho foUlary 
ImprlsoBmont eella The Sapoxlnkfandent walked down one 
block 

Are you the aiok mao? 

Am I pot down as the tick man 7 Tei I am.* 

^ I don h know '!ton came In with a bottle of 
medicine. So I thought you were tick 

I ozidainad my aithmatio trooblet 
J then told him about my boUa 
About my things, bo caid everything could go In oxoopt 
Qui matmeot 

We eaw Besha Rjddy about whom wo bid board grinp 
lag oom. 3 more Nalloro Non comparator prifonon (hard 
labour) waro tearing old blankets to plooos and twitting 
wobllcn rope. Thay bad bappy iaoai Scjba SidJy V*!! a 
pious manly atrong. wellboUt dark sturdy yoang giant 
He bore marks o( the rooctft astault wbiob thci Jail ofQdilt 
bad made on him 1 saw Bingam Ohottlir of Karayana 
Tatam loading Gita Rahasyam. \No woro told that 
^ days we were to oeenpy oach a e«U in Ihli lino 
T*as UiQ eondemood prisoners and solitary eonbnfrtaent 
block. 

Wo were told that iHl rteeaUy no water was inppUed 
io tba pnioaen visiting Ibo privy They woro oiio< 
mud or nothing at alL Nor wa,or i* sapiiUsd anj till® 
was said io be a reform due to tba row irickeJ up by 
SeihaBeidy Bangam Cbetty bad a mod pot and a dUh 



ot chy ViTg were pi von ftn aluminum and dish 
oich '\Vfifjbed< them end had tm hrsb prison , ’ice "nd 
Iroh.mij(2 TiiD latfcQt was .nado of radish loob and Ica"os, 
pi cons end chilliss. ^ainnijnd, FnSfc and oi' T^o nee ^vi*s too 
tajcu for mcs hub it eouid tiob be enouph lor full oatoib 

Tbo eld Deputy 7aiIor aaid that: Kon-co-oporafeors vroro 
giving troublo. ” "Why do you peopio come hero lb le 
jBionded lO** criminala What will bo tbo rosulb oi it, -vou 
thmk’’ ■' ho asked. I said, "Wo will pet Swaraj by lanuary 
TSverybedy will get honest by than *' , 

Tne privy was clean onougb, o'^espt for tbo fiiCS, with 
chatties, ‘Virth, and spade, and a tank of watoi 

I feel lb 13 a delightful place Too fear la oiiK for people 
cutaile jail Locked up lu my coll at o- 13 p tn The fcohng 
was rather stienpo and new as for i he brst tim^ in my ’•''o T 
‘ound mvsak m a room winch %sas irc'icd ftom oat- 'do and 
the k^y was earned away by somebody 
22 12 21 - — The feeling I noted last night scon give ,way 
to quite another feeling Ltavo I really become so irao that 
Government has to look me up if they wish to keep mo ? Lor 
the first time in my life I felt I was free, and had thrown 
off the foreign yoke These and othei taoughts at the early 
hour WQ ware turned into bed without a light to do any rea- 
ding or wnfemg, and the physical strangeness of the place, 
kapt me aWake for a long time I daUberatoiy turned away 
fiotu thoughts' and memories of the busy ‘world outside, and 
refused to give room*for the thronging images of friends, chil- 
dien and relatives The national songs of my neighbours from 
dnallore sweetened the hours for some time 'Then the conbm- 
uouSj ‘ all 19 well ’ sang out by the convict sentries with a 
wanety of acoeT^Js and vowel lengths filled the waking hohra 

A 
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I then ilept off I wm tree from my esthma trcnbla the first 
time alter a Treek ol mnch enffering 

Lakahminarulmha Bao and Venkataiobbtyya are iba 
hamoa of the kwo KaHow Congrese workcn Thay aro m 
lor one year for retoslng to give ieonrity The firg^ Tae a 
medical student who joined Ooogrees work Bright Innoojnb 
youth enoaied in priflon dress most inoonfiruouBly Tbo 
eeeond it a et^oal final youth. 8esha Beddy alto la In for rofa 
sing to give teaurlty He wa^ a hungry giant and gladly 
took what I gave him out of what was doled to mo. It was 
aU too mnoh for me and too little for him I only asked for 
5 hroomstido and he ran and oloanod ap my ooU wiadow* 
lUl, oomer ahd nook more oompletely than ibo best bourn 
wife would do up her own bouen. 

f 

LakihmlnaraelcEihe Bao brought my cam and plate eleau 
od up and my kooja filled with water ^ 

1 would advise ovary N 0.0 to Uam to slug a few 
tonge before going to jatL I fell this was a great defoet in 
my equipment 

Lakahmlaararimha Bso and VottAL«iill ayya were 
romoved Irom this bkwk this mornlDj^ Went lo the Wall 
Tvitb n warder and bad my bath in cold vale r and wathed 
xsy elothei I had no bneket or wasbluB soap for the clotho^ 
But I had a cake ol Yegotol for my boily How I wUb 
I hod moro etrength of muscle fully to enjoy this Ufc I 

Two of ui Bangam Ohotty and myrelf citce bstJe to our 
gOlU lea\lng Subramania Sastry behind at the well ae I ksl 
no- y*k finlihod hli hath Xbe warder tilled an "overi'ic 
to escort us to cmr ceUi On enquiry I found that ihl* ”er»t 



-aeer ” w &3 tio kaap watch over ua on our way -back to 

our blook had boon oonviotad for daooity ! Ho had done 
' 2 years and had 3 years yet Ha was getting, he said," 1 Rupee 
a month as pay, whioh^was kept for him in the ]ail chest/ 

Had breakfast at 11 A M , shaied it with Narayanasami, 

1 

sconvicted for receiving stolen property I promised to 
hare , my evening meal with my neighbour a Koiava thief. 
'Irhasa poor devils are dreadfully hungry "Why Government 
has not provided buttermilk for pnsoneis’ a cheap and 
healthy food, I oanUot understand 

Onr warder Perumal is an ex-sepoy who has been in 
service in *Meaopotamia Ha wanted to know when the" 
struggle would end, to which I gave my answer “Soon 
sooner If everybody struggled harder “ Government seems 
either indifferent and allows it, or determined deliberately to 
treat us like common criminals in every way Our food is 
the Same as that of ordinary criminals, we are locked m and 
let out at the same houis, we have to eat on the filthy 

i * 'I 

ground standing or sitting on onr toes and^hurrying it off the 
plate, like beggars being fed 

But we are not going ,to break for all this treatment 
Government does not know that this merely enhances our 
sacrifice, and strengthens our determination Special com- 
forts would undermine our strength in a subtle manner. . 

' 23 — 12 — 21’ — Had’ slight asthma trouble last night 
The evening meal does not suit at all But I shall not bother 
ohout it yet- Very much missed our Nellora neighbours The 
dark waking hours after lock-up at 6 P. M , were not relieved 
by fehoir songs The chattering warders kept the noiSe going 
in a tiresome manner. No good broom to keep oul oell^ 
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olatD normally »ttonllon to olewllnesa tbeui onr calls on the 
part of the Jail sulhorltlee Lucky there tro not many 
bagf in these cells But there are plenty of moaiiultoei 

Xeaterday evening a man stood » ontiido tho fetacr as I 
was psfflDfi upend down in the open and did aamsakiraln 
to us 8eema be ii a mossbt to the Soperinterdent of the 
Jail 

Who is this iluialman behind tty ctll contincall> 
leoturing m loud HlndosUnJ preacher iashlon ? 

In tho early hoars Ihero was weepbg behind my cell 
Perhaps tome oondonmed pritonera. 

Ebtddar Is heavy to wash for a poor muscled bcd> Iko 
mice with boils fo tho kgs and a ptir of longs that take to 
hard breathing too eaiBy As I am ftrpgghsg wjtb It ths 
warder tells me, Your fate has baeemo like ^allaiangal s io 
tho story I smiled and told blm that it warn t tueb mis* 
forfrona 

Will God give light sod eoortge and itrorglh to ^our 
brethren outaide ? Idtifo do they yet roallic what tho/r rc< 
poDcfbillfry if I seeso many in the priron obcer/oll/ toiUnc 
away hko mon bom to the manner who bavo aceepied a lone 
year a inoercoration and hard labour a^ an alternative for 
moroly giving security like 8«sba Eeddy and thcfO two 
brave Nelloro youths whose figures with breomatfeka la band 
sweeping tbo groand# In front of our eeUs aiylng Are tre net 
fCB renders ? can cerer pais »tf*ytrciD roy roted 

Their innocent endoub tog trust In Ibelr bretbrea cot 
sHo pn the strenfllb of which they have Jalt a^^ed twlhort 
and loved children for doing penaaoe in tKs Jallf It a tblK? 
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" not yet re alised fnlly by the people Otherwise they would 
not be so indifferent or so slow. Eobinson Orusce, after soma 
time in his island, gave np looking out for any ship in" the 
horaon^ Have these too to ' abandon hope like Orusce ? , 

. At 6 P M' to-day came in Eatekhan of Ambur having 
refused to give security, 1 year simple Short nice looking 
man, I must record a sensation of great joy on seeing a new- 
comer More must come in and rapidly, to end this great 
^ struggle ^ ^ , 

24 — 12 — 21 —It IS after I am looked in at 6 P M , and 
my cell barred, bolted and looked and key taken away, that 
the full vfaion of freedom daily comes to my mind Why d& 

' not people realise the fact that the nation is Io(j^ed^and 
imprisoned like this, not at 6 pm, but every Hour, dayli? ■‘an'd " 
day out, sp that it is one long night of slavery EealiSing this, 
one feels free whan 'one has actually to be shut up like th'is fay 
the tyrant arm that holds the country The misery of ut^E' 

> .wi^en one sees one's own people so busy and so punctihous 
in carrying out the behests of that authority as if it Were, 
God’s law and Dharma that they carryout The man who 
goes to prison in revolt against the foreigner’s I aw is free, 
even like the rebel soldier. He is to be held down by force, 

, not by rhameful voluntary surrender ' These things I knew 
before a'nd uttered on platforms But I realise them now 
more fully than ever before 

Eatekhan has brought with him three packets of candles 
He gave me a packet It will ha useful. ' 

I was given my medal this morning 839$, 21-12-21 [date 
of entry], 20-3-22 '[date of release], on a little .wooden ,piepg ' 
to be hung to the neck by a string . 
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Mr Hlstorf btard showi Ihs (ollowloi pirtiralan — 

PoUUmI E«g. No S393 Date of edinlfslon 21 12-21 Dodln 
td to oppoal 24-1^21. Nome —0 BajsBopalaoiat Brahmin. 
Goneral Ssoretary L N 0 State of Eittoation 0 [0 it 

iliitorato So oareleaaiy are the entries made.] 

Santcnolng Court — Sab-DIv Magiitrato Volloro, 0 0 
82 of 1921 188 Olanta 2 L P 0 
Santcttoe — 8 montha S I. 

Dito o( Banfenoa — 21 12 91 
Bata of raleata — 20-8*99 
Age- — 49 

Haight' — fl ft 4 Inche* 

Weight —104 lbs 

Bangam Ohetty talli me ha weighed himself two dayi 
Before oomlog to Jail atid fotmd It was 142 Un The 
History ghowi 187 Ibi Fetakhas Mobsmmad Obouse 
nye ha heard the man say 13<.> at the welfhment at 
tho gate yeiterday Hib ** IHitory thowilCOlbi Do they 
reduce tiie real weight by 6 Ihe for cvott body 7 

At 10-00 A M we cspiod tho Andhra N 0 Oi at 
the v?olI Wo have not yet bean allowod to mwt each o^her 
Isaw them from our blook and they returned rumaramiika 
We aro talen for our batbs at different hourf so that w« 
may not moeb each other 

AtnooutO'day theSopsiiotaodant and auo berLuropean 
clad in temi military emUons and (be Jailor came round aod 
“verified” our IdenUfioatJou msrka. I spots to him about 
jny o\cTilDfi meal being unfit for my aitbma. Ho ptopooed 
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putting me in hospital. I hope it will not ba a change fot 
the .worse 

' At the well this afternoon I saw many Moplahs among 
the gang taking 'water Their faces lighted up as they saw 
me and heard me talk kindly They were all of Malapuram, 
Eeturmng to our block I saw a man coming Out of the privy 
He accosted me in military style I spoke to him and found 
he too, was a Moplah He enquired how the fight was going 
on He agreed it was a mistake to have started violence 
" They have arrested only ‘ Sadhus ' [peaceful people ] 
-Their idea is it would ba easier to deal with the fighters 
after' taking us all Are we to be here for 5 years or is 
Swara] coming ? ” These ware some of the questions he 
asked " We feel so cheerful and hopeful,” he said, 
“when wo. see big and rich people coming into jail 
hke you You don’t know what we feel, and the tears 
welled from his manly eyes. I answered his questions 

-as best as I could and told him to have hope and courage ' 

1 

“The whole country is a jail ”, I said “Yes/’ said 
ho “ And we are inside a small prison ” I continued, 

' “ the men outsids are like dogs let loose by the master. ' We 
are like tigers kept inside barred cages” ' “ Yes ”, said he, 

'* They are dogs and we are tigers ” We talked a good- ' 

- while till a convict warder came and hurried him away tor- 
hia Aaak which he said was grinding wheat in the store 

I 

^ ’ In the evening a Mnssalman tailor from Ohittoor came ^ 

in for the offence of pasting notices for the hartal on 17th. 
He is given E I for 6 months, for failmg to give seouiity 

' f ‘ 

I cannot stand the strain of washing clothes 'I don’t 
know whether the fact that I did it to-day in the afternoon 


I 
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mfcde (my diffaronce. But wfaHe I dtd not feel more tb»n 
£«agua yet terday and the day before trnlay X got to breathe 
bard and /tint. I obeered myself np by titling down and 
talking to a Mopkb. 

After look up to-day as I sal Intido tho cell an In 
volantary feeling of woaknesa, and thoughts of my children 
seised me It looked at first Irroslsllble but I struggled 
against It Help came to oo soon “Have not people lived 
away from their dear ones lor months and years on bnsinets 
and been perfectly happy ? Havo yon not younalf been away 
thus ? Xb is the mere thonght that yon are in prison that 
'Weakens yon. I put these questions to myoolt and I 
gathered strength 

I doily do the Qayatrl a hundred and eight times alter 
oighttall. It was at first diilloQlt to eoncentrato. But I find 
It easier every day I hope to grow itroos oncogb by com 
xzmeion with the Highest to broak those prison bars God 
has given mo this great opportunity to porify and strengthen 
mysell How fow In the world ba\e Buffered Imprisonment 
lor a good and just oauso I 01 thci» brsvs few bow lew can 
OUT own motherland claim I Of thc^ very few I am now 
really one. It It a dibtlnction which 1 niust deem ray^alf so 
lucky to havo attained This (t pnde but permissible 
for a time eo that X might grow airong enough to Irost only 
la God 

Fatohkhan Msbomed Obouw • c&ivllo lifibts toy cell to- 
day Nft\ cr did I eeo candle bum auoh quid holy Ucht Ufom 

2j— 12— 21 — The twocreatasl dele Is In rayBiolpmmt 
are tho Ignorance of Satukrll and Vftuio- Wllbont lliclo 
two, a life ol quiet devctlon appaars almoal »mc<wllbli ii a 
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Hindu “W^ith bhQi30 bwo, bha lonohesfe desert could ba made 
laliva with Eeligion and Joy 

This IS my fifth day m puson It is Ohnstmas day for 
our rulers May the Spirit of Christ purify their souls and 
give them Light 1 

-- Mahomed Ghouse has a strong constitution He is bath- 
ing in the open in water which has stood m the mud 
pot overnight . A man - who under takes to fight by suffering' 
must be sturdy like that 

Took only the water from the ‘ Cunjea ’ and gave the rice 
away to-thq scavenger The Chief Wardei came with a grin 
I told him I was takmg my morning coffee This was a joke 
pitched low enough for his sense of humour I baheve T will 
be starving myself this way, but it may ba good on the whole 
to starve out the distempers I am now suffering from — the 
asthma and the boils 

The Deputy Jailor has apparently been spoken to much by 
somebody Much considaration and enquiiy has resulted, moia, 
fuss than anything done However he ordered some hot r^atar 
for me to bhtho A pot came from the Jail kitchen Naturally 
the watei contained a lot of dirt However I washed myself 
with it as I did not have a bath yesterday i 

Accosted the Andhra group from over the raihngs as they 
were at the well to bathe 

A group of hard labour prisoners marched, with Vende- 
Matharam and clasped hands at me It was pleasant to 
retufn the salute I could sec that these amenities and re- 
cognitions brighten life a little for these brave souls Some 
of the Tiruvannamalai N G O’ s were in the group My 
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-NTarder Pemmal bwraghi r«or braih and gisea from tba 
^ndliXB block Had a shave. Onl mysolf a HtUe m I am not 
* fioood hand and the razor was blont In the afternoon a 
■whole barber was handed fn and Ohetty and everybody aIm 
are having the Ituory of clean faoea. It may be atierted 
fairly aocnrately that the reputation of Nonnwhoperaton le 
among all eatlmatea the lowest in tho world In that of our 
Deputy Jailor He bai been made to believe that the jail 
wae a paradlae before, but NouHso-operatore have made It a 
veritable boll He aeems to dread nothing lo much aa a 
Kon-oo-operator in jalh The poor man need not havo boen to 
badly treated. There must be a lot of mlibeha\iour on hJi 
part and other jaO ofBelah. But au atmotphero of 
hatred and fear ought not to have been oreated Indeed 
it oouJd not have romUed without bpse from tho spintin 
euloatedby our blaster If they misbeharod our duty wet 
■to oorreot them direet face to face and not hand them over 
or attempt to band thorn over for paolahmout by their su 
ponorf We ba\*o an opportunity In prlioni to briog out tbel)oit 
In our prinoiplcs and extort tho admiration of Ihjlguoraat aud 
tho Ulitarato and oron from among those at firtt U1 diipojed 
towards ni The greater the ovlU, Ibo rBslidmicIitrstion 
and the wronge done she greater the oprcrionlty to briny 
onl tho loothlng principles of oar great Master have a 
duty by him inrldo jaUs Wo oarht to cslabU b the sorwri 
orltyofbls teaohlogs oven la the prison wbleh h s little 
degraded world by Itself where beasts are to to role over 
boaits 

20 12—21 — Hti my aFthma Iroubb Uiinbiht I 

had no modWno My coll It aa oblong of abaut ll{ (t I / “I 
fL with ailngls opining In the wall on tb« cart above (I 0 



13 


from the floor, with bars across, tho opouing bomg about ft 
by 1 ft The roof is an arched aomi-circle tho highest point 
being about 10 ft high Tho cell door is a barred affair 6 ft 
9 in by 3 ft The coll is one in a long hue of 18 colls facing 
west with a running verandah 5 ft W'lde, and a fairly big 
open space in front, and a pti^y at tho N W corner, and a big 
dram all along the western edge of the space Behind tho Ifna 
of cells must be a dram just under oni cell windows, judging 
from the occasional gust of urine smell coming m * About 1 
colls in >our lino at the southern end are occupied by condemn- 
ed prisoners Those are let out periodically to wash their 
hands and' mud pots to taka their food in A tap is provided 
m the south-western coiner of the open apace, bub the supply 
often fails Water is brought and kept in a pot foi us 
Foul trees, two neem, one teak, and one arasa, adorn our 
grounds Below the big arasa tree, little brick and mortar 
blocks are provided for* prisoners to keep their food' on 

The tiee casts a good shade, but the oiows are a nuisance 

• 

We are given each an aluminium dish and an aluminium can 
We have to eat m the open, as best as we can, standing or 
sitting on the earth We have been using the santnes’ little 
platforms for this purpose which I suppose is a trespass 
Tho privy is jused not only by people in this block, bub by a 
large number of pnsoners coming from the other blocks 

Just before lock-up two unglazed ohatbies are placed m 
a corner of our call by the scavenger These are to serve^ as 
commode and ohambsi pot at night Absorbant chatties with- 
out any cover for them kept within 4 ft of our bed do not 


* After repeated complaints to the wardors moharge tehmd, "who , 
' were the deluKjuents, this was stopped towards tho end of my stay here, 

^ i I 



Tnile the plaas sxeat They are do5 even always yonr 
oommodo or pot, for they are removed in the monung and 
mlxod up and are eervod in the ovening, no!) neoastarUy too 
aame aa you uaed- I tried to tiae one a> a cover for the 
other bat the poll havinfi round bo tom* wobble on tho 
ground too mudh to put one on tbs otbsr tafely 

We have niturally to pn4 aaido nil lenio ofjdehoaoy I 
must record hers that the prlaoners ai far as I have sotm 
though they are long torm oonvlot'i for grave moral offooeoi 
ore proper enoagh behaved and show little Iswdneti of spirit 
Sxoept for enforoed Ion of the tonso of delioacy 1 have not 
'notieod any indeooncy 

The warders that TTtiah tho cardemnrd priiaoor* fill the 
night with noise They do not tsem to realifie that ibov 
thoQcelvos go by turns but the iu)’*o Is g^d'Jouous for tho 
prlfonere Xbsir vulgar chat er If sp olallr f ritallng rhgn 
it drones tbs benutifol note* of our friend MahemeJ GWi/o s 
f)rayor* which rTJuW bo an olexatlog morio for all the 
prisonorB if undiiturbjJ Uy \r»ihcd obtbai ha%a come 
from tho town^!^ in the ovonlog tho jailor (five ma tbfc thiofi 
I wanted him to buy for me oat of my money— tome white 
paper olotbes, oAadlsi oindle * Io< and ma*ihoi wap and 
tooth powder Thoro if aa tbaodanog of good i^nilala made 
in the ialL I am burlng a pa'r Tbo bilo p omtkcd to 
shorten iha itrap for mo 

Five froih ’Son-M-oparator* I nadoretaod b»\-J ootia and 
are in tho quaranklno ouVilde Tbo’o 1# no rJiian why ihsj 
aboald not have boon (al«a fqlo this bIo> * rai^ht, wj 
■were onleia they wiih to ifolato them from ui 

A fwf ftHow from Andhra roantry h*I3 uo it wm In 
ibo nciTBpapen that Swaraj lud eomo and d^penJcl on, 
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tbrcG voa ^3 good conduct ilo nuiotlmvo hcovd son^othing 
ulmut so'Vv' s}x.":K of the Pnof^', whicu the-^o insgtit bo 
Fone'tbsng oboat tno gonl of the Ht forra^ 

Tho All'Inato C 3 C?,!C’<‘' C-onumtiuc, mkI tho Modcjata 
loT-derj must ho uo-.riug tiio una o? iheir tleUbGri’ lions to day 
!Ma>‘fcho God of I^.itions loan us annh!) and give us courage, 
dctarmiaation and •rtrongdi 

No nn-vF pn^xnrfi uro allowed to us 1 wonder how tho 
IiT^h people have deeiclod 

27-12 21' — ^Tho groat ccremwy n over Tuo Suporintondeni 
of the Jail is to go round and seo o\ory piasonor on Monday, 
that 13 to 3 Ry, ho walks down c loh bloolc and o.ery prieonar 
is to stand in fron' of hia call with hi«i lumbly and mat 
spread out m front ‘'L.'cn youi private hods should be kept 
out,” 33.id Ibo ^vrpaiirt''ndanb to iro ”If tho ground Is too 
duty, yon might hr ^31 it onLln verandah ” Ysoterday haing- 
Ghrhtmas day febo luspoction was dono t^^-dny I askod 
him* whotbor wo could ba/c any nowspipars Hi said 
"None at all" I did not remind him about his sending me 
to hospital as I wish to loavo things to their own couise 
'The suparinbondent ordoied the romoval of oui Chittoor 
tailor friend, Chanda Mian Sabib, to the quairantine out- 
side ‘being a rigorous case ’ Ho is a bravoi tall, sturdy man 
of 4r3 I bad my doses of mixture last night and the spasms 
have been kept down I have 'a new boil coming up in 
my light leg whioh has suffered so much already I had 
' hoped it had got itsolf-protocted but I see that the immunity 
does not last very long 

In spite of every discipline, eyery explanation to my-sel£ 
•of the true nature of the prison and fhe condition of our coun- 


try fttnddenweakDesf of htfart, Inexprotfllblo and not mbjart 
tOTe«on oooaHicmally lieMS mo. It it I boliovo my oavlng 
for potBonal aSootlom 1 uo abonb mo prlioneri vrarderf 
fellow noD-oo-operatora There la devotion Undooii and 
brotherlinese bnt no love each at my heart wonts This comer 
on me at a void now and then and fills me with a Lind of foar 
moh at children most feel when they stray awoy from their 
mother May the Mother of all created thinet give mo 
eonrage and rtrencth All thoae who love me are stiO thjri} 
ooltlde the prison and they will love me oil tho more for thii 
eeparatiom They oontlnoe even now aoroai tho prison gate 
to love me. May their aHeotlon bo realliod by me properly 
In spite of the detaifon of ihle strange tltnatiun and keep me 
iteadfaet 


X/Ockod Is ae oen&l at 6 P Have leonrcd my tro dose? 
of aithora mixture. 

Only two ihioga stand between oi and freedom fear ef 
prleoD and fear of deith If bol a Urge namber of our poopt 
get into jail as we have done the fear of prison will be gone 
entirely Fear of death most be easily got over If we epond 
onr prison time properly In a stody of our great rellglcm 
There was tronblo In getting bot water 1 nnden sod U 
was nob an offiolaUy sanetloned pHrilego So I bathed In 
cold water 


29-12 21 —Eighth night In this aifcarm. I CDfor<UBd 
that wo aball not be kept long la Ibis block Tbs»3 aw 
Intonded for condemned prlriooer# and for solitiry eon3as- 
ment. For the latter porpoio Iboro U a wcoJ-o door wKei 
haatobo drawnagalnil the ratUngf lo mate ft dirlr and 
shut out alt extra air 
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‘ Thera is much woi k to be done m the matter of treatment 
of political prisoners They aie treated as far as l ean see in 
every way jnst like ordinal y simple and rigoions convlctSi 

iJ 5 ^ 

There is absolntely no difference in the food or the discipline, 
or the tasks set > ^ 

The Moplah rebel prisoners are hea\ily worked It 
pains one’s heart to see it, when one realises that they aie ' 
here not for moral crime but for breaking bridges, pulling 
telegraph wires or cutting up roads m a bid for freedom and 
religion as they understood fronr, fcbeir leaders The only 
consolation is' that these Moplahs knew no better code of war 
than the treatment now meted to them by Government 

There is no place where the atmosphere is so full of 
expectancy as m the jail Every prieonei, as he is heaving 
up a heavy load or finds a minute’s rest when lunmng down 
to the latrine, asks how Tong are we to toil like this ? When 
'i^ Swara] coming? Are we'wmmng ? Where is Gandhi ? c 
and, EO on 

The washing is too hard work apparently foi me I 
felt so fatigued to'-day, that I could not eat w6ll and afier that 
had to be’ in bad till 2PM How weak I have come to be ! , 
Age and sickness tell even though you have, not cut-giown^ 
youi youth in foolishness 

The food we get is a perfect discipline as I told 
Ean^ayya Chatty to-day How many in their own homes get 
less variety and worse quality The kolambu and nee for 
both meals every day, with innumerable varieties of dixfe, 
atone, hair, wool and all sorts oi things in it, seems to na so 
dreary, because we have coddled ourselves with vaiietiee all 
dure life, Jbimd to the dreary lives of others around us It is 
2 ' ' . 



with snch thonghta wa gat ehaorfany through our amis tha 
three of us, BsaSry Ohotty and myself on the Uttlo sentry 
platform Ghousa gate a dlfforont kind of riee koUmbiL 
Oaste and oommunlty pursue us even In theio plaeos Jail 
people give rations much on the basla ol onite 

I constantly hear the dank of bar fottors on totno poor 
Hoplah prisoners. The Jail oIBoIalf brought me a raqulfillon 
from bwoDlndogal friends Thambasaml Naldn and Natosa 
’Pil]ay to Interview me. I wrote back a no j thanking them 
for their kindness bub begged to be ozeusod njrlDgI could have 
only one interview In a moqth according to tbo nlos I was 
quite well and happy and tbelr seeing mo would senttbut little 
purpose I tmderaland the interviews have to bo oondueted 
acrou a wiru gauze screen. I am thtnldug whether I should 
eror exeroise this privilege under those oonditboi. 

Slave labour has not been aboliibed Tho whole tyilom 
of iail adnrinUtratlon Is but a sebome for slave libour in Its 
foUast shapo Work Is extracted from tbouiaodt of able 
bodied men without paying for It by the fanotloo pnro 
brutal force and crueltiei free from pnblio obforvation or 
orltlcisni. Even where oattio may and molt be o»ad as for 
pressing oil or drawing tha ka^alah a gang of men are made 
to do tho work, because the sliroi ore aTaliabla In such Infga 
numb*ra, I would not Jodgo tho S7S*om thus, if the o wero any 
idea of refortna ion along with IHeje bnuliltt^f lijt not 
only Is rafotuiniion absent, but It Is almost on ariiole of tbs 
creed of all jail ackhoritfos that Iba convict I* bayotsd moral 
redemption. Vo a* rmpt woate^or ii m^do to reach bis 
higher fesllrgi or hIs soul InilaaJ nobody •M'ni to bellsro 
Ibab any conTlot has blghor foollogi at all of a soob Taom 
fort) I say It li a tnire fas ory fo sIsto Ithaar t'vls/ the 
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absolute minimum of food and intended to gat maxim um work 
11110 slaves are not owned, but hired for a limit ad period 
So there is no abiding interest in their health or morals bu t 
the largest use is made of them and good conduct is ensured 
only for the master’^ purpose, during the limited time, by stnct 
overseeing and barbarous penalties ratuer than by instruc- 
tion or example which is slow and tedious The officials 
are typical slave dnvers, the convicts are typical slaves 
Tfdw can there be any moral development oi regeneration 
under these circumatanoas ? 

i 

29-jl2 — 21 — In spite of the mixture, the asthma 
spa-sms disturbed my night I thrnk it is the evening meal ' 
There was a big quarrel among the warders One, a Panohama 
it seemsdnocked at my neighbour Ghouse’s loud pra yers last 
night, and another warder a Mnhammii dan was incensed, 
but kept his wrath for the morning when it hurst out in a 
terrible explosion The result was an emphasis on the 
Panchama's caste He seemed to repent for his conduot 
especially as ha was m a sad minority, but the wi,at h of the 
Mussalman was unappeased I explained to them both their 
respective errors 

There was nave’r again ^ any direct or radiraeJ mber- 
faranoa with Muhammad Ghouse’s prayers. 

Pnson going’ by itself will not achieve anything unless 
the heart partakes in it and not the meie body (A shako 
of hands or an, embrace Increases.affeotioUj but* only if it is 
the outward expirossion of hearts that come together in love 
An enforced or con-ventional -embrace is a 'Worthless forma- 
lity Even SO; ‘if men and woman of India embrace priaoui 
life, not bacaun it is the ' present convention of patriotism , 
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but beoanw they ara drawn to ib IrnaUtably as to & havoo of 
rest from tbe palnfol oonditlon of national sorvittido ontildo 
the prisona than there ia freedom for India through Iho 
prison gates If htmdreda of men and women foel that the 
voluntary co-operation with Injustlca and national dlihonotii 
onUido the jolla li no longer tolerable, and aocopt Impxlton 
meni as a happier condition of lifo became It reloaMS them 
at once feom that ochoperaticn of the prhon and if tbo> feel 
^hat the privation! and Inoonvenlonccs arc preferable to tho nn 
and the peln of Immoral co-oporation with wrong onteldr 
then it iicoomoa tine martyrdom, which canno tall to produce 
its effects acooiding to tho taws of God Evon if there bo no 
immediate national advantage rosnlticg from It, oiob indlTl 
dual has iho supitmo ccmtolallon that bo at least bos rcleosod 
himsoll {tom the sin and pain of %olantary assUtauco in 
keeping this nation In servitode. If wa believe in the orcod 
of Ahimaa and if we bavo faith tn tho law of love and lolTer 
ing this most load to rucccss 8hort of yielding up our lives 
fmpilionmcnt la the foliett exproisloo of oar revolt egafnfli 
the evil which we seek to cod The groatir the prlvatboi 
in tho }allsi tho more eruol the ticetmcDt and the moro com 
pleto tho isolation l^om tho oatiide world, the nearer 
to perlcotion Ii our rolotso from voluntary partldpa Ion la 
the oril syitom that wo have roiolvcd to liobto aod destroy 
and tie mcm effectUo will bo our lacrlDw in beUlcgte 
achieve that end It If faith In Uif< prfncfpio that 
enabled before our lime tho bravo martyrf who o llvt< wo 
Tuad In western blitory In tho ttrogfH for frerdom an 1 
religion to be impriaootd In damp dangeona aul a^anl 
all the t rrihlo tor arrs InQlctcd on them Wo Uv ri t t 
ytt fchown ft Imcdrcdth fsrt cf tie rtficicU -tJ srl tic 
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smconfey of purpose shown bj' those groat mon, though 
the manner m which tho nation is responding to the 
call 15 full of promise The measure of our hope is not 
in the mare number of those that now embrace imprisonm- 
ent, but in the coidiahty of that ombiaco — in the reality of 
the choice of imprisonment in pietoience to helping the oon- 
fcmnanoe of wrong outside the ]ailB Flocking into jails 
expecting a mechanical leault will produce none Jail — seek" 
mg should be the symptom of the organism’s revolt against 
its condition, then is the cma certain How Ihany who 
have now accepted imprisonment have done it as a moral 
necessity 'arising from their inner levolb '^againsb national 
humiliation, and not as a maie device foi the embarassment 
of the Government, with which they hope it will not be 
hble to cope ? 

30 — 12 — 21 — The jail authonties seam determin ed to 
keep us in isolation from the Andhra group We ’ three, 
■Chetbiar, Sastnar and myself are hare for ovei ten days, in 
the solitary cells along with the condemned piisonera and^ 
recalcitrant convicts , and there seems no sign yet of onr re- 
moval to any other block, nor of me to the hospital I 
^ understand that the two Aligaih young men and Lakshmi- 
marayana and many others aie there That seams to be ,tha 
> reason for keeping me away from hospital 

Have written a lettei foi sending home to the kids 

Some linseed has .been “just brought and I have pub it on 
the' new boils in my right leg Washed my left leg with 
hot watei and soap and put .ointment The best part of 
our discipline is the newspaper piivation 

Bead httle or nothing to-day 
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81 13-21. — In ipita of tha clairing of tho bowali and 
two do? Of of Iodide mixture, no sleep Tho longs gave trouble 
from 12 .mid ni g ht and iepi on tflJ early ajornlng It le dfi 
gofting to record my c^ytlcal ailment* from day to day 
How I wish I had a healthy body which could give free play 
to my spirit 

The Superintendent saw me to-day Ho agreed that my 
evening diot should be lighter in bulk and promitod to see 
1/ I could bo gives toasted bread Ho promised else hot 
wator for bathing He Is net In the habit of seeing bit 
deoitioui worked out ciuiokly It It clear be bat dcUbsTatcly 
decided to Veep me away from hospital and wsnit on to 
bo attended to hero, fomentatloo for tlie boils and all Ho 
strongly recommondod \aooine iDjocUons for my boils So I 
had un injeetlon this evening I had also some tort of boric 
fomentation for my legs tho water gets cold In troeimiMtos 
srom tho borpital 

The Vehore fdends hare sonttbo rpmclnc wbctl* apd 
carded cotton Chettlar and Baitrlar arc learning Qbotue 
Saheb is a prao^ifed band 

Wrote a Isttor to the ofaUdroo and sent It to the 
Sapetmtondenl for sending by regiitored post at ro% cnat 

1 1 1922:— \ cry HtUo tloop last nlfbl Tbo InJwiHon 
ecomi to bai e given a ebgbt fever The at bma troubl*' h>j 
iolned Took Ics* cunjM In tha njorotog than nsml worVid 
at the tpinuiag wheel for feme time. Tepid r^oUtco o'ld 
tiaoiora iciiioofoT tho f'gi Goi boih cl tai -»vc:i 

The r>aru T Jallo appaars to hA->o eo'i’i ti Jfn Ira i atil 
probably heard b!i friends arwfc about tn Ho I ai cjts 
back and behaves In a friendly manner The 8jprrio.endftl 
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appears to have ordered hob -water for me. I gob from the 
Deputy Jailor some oil aud soap-nub The warder placed fcha 
services of two prisoners to help me at my bath and I had 
really a luxurious bath in one of the store rooms At this 
xate I should be unwilling to leave the ]ail 

I understand now, that somoAndhra friends in the jail- ^ 
made a special representation to have an interview with me, 
which of course was refused by the Superintendent, and on 
the other band served to rouse his fears Hence the 
deliberate leoktioni Mr Lakahmmaiayana has, I hear, been 
discharged from hospital. They mair now leb me in there 
If I got mt legs done up into a healthy condition and don’t - 
have these wretched boils, I could bo an up-to data prisoner. 

,2 — 1 — 22 — Fever I did nob take my rioe, bub drank 
some nce-water instead In the afternoon I was removed to 
hospital Muhammad Hussain of Lucknow and the Nehore ' 
youths aio m the hospital. I am put on milk and sago I 
could not manage the quantity, so pub the greater part of- it 
by 

Mahomed Hussain has a lot of complaints about the hos- 
pital. There is Hira Singh of the Lahore Conepiiaoy here 
Also soma Moplahs. The Moplahs enquired how I came to be 
in They say they will talced years gladly for 'the 
three rq^ths of mine 

3—1 — 22 — The fevei left mo at about Sam having 
been dosed with calomel and quinine The hospital is a real 
addition to theterrorsof prison life Itconsists of 3 big.rooms 
and no small or special wards, with a verandah in front and 
another in the back My ward contains ,12 beds The bads 
are all full of bugs All the windows are barred and there 



24 


1b only ona door Tho placa Is looked up In the evenlD* Oko 
khfl resi of tha itll »nd the sentry shouts out hli sQ ii 
well under our very esrs. The front veriudsh Is not left 
veoani but is used for oases needing frosh elr Tho / ' 
verandah ii a general Utdne daring the night, i e. iy 
^ after look up el 0 p m looeasant m s W ag o! wster^ 
pasting of stools by «U fforls of paklantB. There are noooi^ 
modes or daeent chamber pots OhaiUet without lids am 
general reoeptaoles (big mud pots) also kepi open the whoi< 
rdght The piaoe li a hell overnight Dot In the momloj 
it is all deirad up and sprinkled liberally with pbenyle, and 
the Bapenutaodsnt who is an LM S doctor eomat about 
a m. when be sees nothing ■nggesUng reform. Why a few 
proper obambet pots with Uds and good commodes should 
Bol ba kept in the hospital I can t undont&od They 
vrould be a non raeoning obarge and for quite moderate ex 
pause add mdeh to the sanitary eonditloo 

Estly morning the deputy jailor s kind offioJs hroUjjht 
tor mo a wheat cake from tho Punjib rrisooors kitchoo 
A fine old Slkb Nidan Singh is his bsme greoUd mo wilb 
Bando ilataram and gave too tho csko I said I could not 
oat anything Ute so heavy But he would not leave me So I 
took the eaks and thanked liln) The fomontation MOmt to 
have done my Isgj good They are less painful now The 
quinine and the fever I don t know whlfth ii more retpcnil 
bte f}r it hti made ms too feeble 

Too paralytii one et one ond of the room doei cot Icn. 
prove my epiriti 

4—1—22. — Dr. — — about whom bjr the w*y 

I mu 1 reoard with sorrow lhal t hats so«* few tree marc 
iuhiarTleat ta their superior offlosr and mere eallous to the 
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spirit of ths timosi carnod out fcho suporintondont’a insfcnio- 
tions Hq pnckeA all tho boils, prossod the puss out' aud 
^washed the logs wich lotion, applied moroury ointment and 
iVQ mo an injection of vaccmo 


I had no fever during tho night and I would have had a 
good rest bub for the bags which invaded my bod in more 
parsistant fashion this night than during tho first night 
They seotnad to ha^’o taken samo tima to acquaint thomsolves 
of the arrival of tho now victim Almost the whole night was 
■spant in a contest with those tornbla foes 


I nnd3i:;^tand Subba Rao and Vonkat Rao have bean put 
in solitary calls by rway of punishment, tho former for writ- 
ing to tho Saparmtendent threatening to fast, and the latter 
for standing with arms folded on chost during tho groat 
-weekly parade of the Supeimtendent Few Europeans under- 
stand that there is no aggressiveness or impoliteness meant 
infolding one's hands over chest They don’t know that it is 
an altitude of special respect among Hindus Subba Rao, a 
young non co-opar itoc fiom Ouddappah, complained to the 
Superintendent that the jailor used foul language at him and 
when witnesses were insisted on, be cited thiae prisoners who 
had been present The prisoners suppoi tod Subba Rjo but 
the result was subsequently the principal man among them 
was given bai fetters for the offence of giving evidence against 
-a jail authority Subba Rao naturally felt that he was the 
KjausB of the poor Jellow’s additional misery and wrote to 
the Superintendent that he was going to inflict on himself 
a fast for the injustice for which he was tho cause 

A carpentei spoke ysste-day to me what typically 
irepresents the atmosphere m all prisons now “When will 
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»U this rad lir? Boon" •■Id I, wo •bonid w«it 
what it It yon want to coma to an and f Whan wUI «H* 
they all say fa comins — Swatai— ooma? When will Ihfa 
ftop by wbiah thay lika thrM mpcet ^rorih 0 / work frofflW 
flvery diy tird gire food wi6boDt eooagb sftlt, lad whollj; 
dboll *wiiiobii not balled tod all for half a tsaa f tio 

1 ondoralfacd aboak HiraSlogh kbocgb beblaael/ 
be brongbl to give infonnakloD about it, that 4 iabba waa tbo 
amoast of bii property all la nbaey doallngr whiob wal 
oopfiaoaked Wbeo asked aboat li bo tays den t oare In 
Oblnaman a EngUib When war broke cut be was deported 
from Hoog Kong where ha wai doing biuiaeu flaeo yonth 
Ha want to Bankok and escaped to Slngapbie and rotnmed 
to bli vQlaga In Punjab wbaro be wai arroet^d aod 
aenieneed forUfo for oonpiraay From Ilaiarlbsg Jail be 
etoaped, wae agala arrested and it now hero Id hospital 
with 0 palsfol troublo wbiab dliablee bim from ilktloy Tdr 
tlx Tear* in Haiirlbag prifon ho aays be norer raw tbo iud 
Ho wag working grinding oom eaklog eleoplng and detog 
OTOrykhing also In a solitary cell till fai^ brain got almoek 
aETeoted He layg now be is allowed tomo^o about which 
ii a blctfllng He Is oboerfol aod bra^o Jail I* toy hooto 
be eaya If I don k like anything 1 don k do h I Ink# 
poTuibmenb. Tbok h all 

Without foroa no na*io3 ha> pot (roJ'l^oa In Gdns 
too it was tbo samo "ioa oanoot g-sl Iho peupls to 

An atomlcahlf ^yiUio y tah*k 0 atilinl IJ i» t-.. ^ ’U 
ai «5 ofKalnng wbil ophu itrt dhoH la ^ a-vt lf'-» h 

•n<J maUpK lolomlo wllb II Tt« iWo U ttrwJj d til My 

t** cir*oy 

amotif: linp 
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Bacnfices of fehe , non-violent method,” argued Hira Singh II 
hied to put it to ‘ him how [1] we were not fit for force, . 
[2] we were not fit for civil self government unless we were able 
to organize a non-violent revolt and [3] how if the violence 
of a few people ever obtamed freedom from foreign domina- 
tion, it would result only in the government of India by a 
few people commanding such violence. Whereas a non-violent . 
revolution would naturally lead to true self-rule by the. 
people of India But Muhamood Hussain who was acting „ 
as interpreter for me was too ill to keep up the conveisation 
He felt giddy and we retired for the mght 

Eaghavayya and 4 convict warders, Telugu people, have 
been removed from this jail to day The latter probably for 
suspected assistance to the non co operators Theiormer’s 
case IS not known whether it is a mere transfer of jail or 
warrant for a tiial on a new charge SesbaEeddy tas beerr 
taken out also, probably for a trial on a second charge which 
had been pending at Nelloie The pain in my leg is so great 
that I can do nothing by way'of reading oi writing 

5 — 1 — 22 — Muhamood Hussain and I were permitted 
to sleep in the fiont verandah compaiatively free from bugs 
and a little further ofi" from oh amber pots at night I had 
veiy good sleep in spite of the pain in the leg It was a 
heavy sleep, piobably the result of the injection 

Hna SiDgh told us last night the stoiy c£ the Lahore 
Conepiiacy rase prisoners They were all m Ha'^ari Bagh 
in Bebar, gutin bad feed ard heavy work and terrible penal- 
ties Blogging bandouffs, and chaining to the wall in cells 
^n standing position whole day for a week, during nigbts also, 
'handcuffed sometimes aims behind and sometimes in front. 
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chained to the wall on the iowor to farTO a? example tfltH 
prlaonors and so on They wore given gnnny bag elolhei wtlA 
they relmod to wear and andertook ponlahment Tho th'O? 
^ became so Intolerable when a Panjabi jailor came and tool 
charge that they retplved to make an attempt to otcapo am 
get shot 11 they failed Throe Iron hen were prorarod foi 
them by the toavangen and one of them made holes In Un 
call walh near the roof and aome at night at the bottom oJ 
the wall They kept oba&ting prayeri aloud so that 
when the sentry walkod op and down the verandah bo did 
not notioe the nolle of digging When the work was finlibed 
three of thorn got ont Into the verandah at nlgbl and otngbt 
and gagged tho wardor od dnty and took his overooat and 
lamp one of them pat on the coat and tat down with the 
lamp at the aod of the verandah and the other two atoek 
on Uko Qsards to thotr oatt door* awaiting the bead warder 
When tht Litter oame he Ima^ned tbe warder on daty wat 
sleeping and wont np to call him Tbe two that were bang 
ing on to tho cell door went ap from boblod and giggoil the 
head warder who faiotod at onoo They took tho kora from 
him and went aboat opening all the colli Uut they were 
DOW nearing ebango of watoh and were lo a harry They 
also did act know the koyt and fonod It dildoolt to open at) 
the cells They njleaied onlr eighteen In alL The p»r* 
haitoned op to the priioa wall and itaadlog oao oror onoJIj ^ 
they pulled Ihomielres np with blaD*,ot» a^d let lh«n< 1 
down ilmtlarly oa tho oator tldi Thraa ot th-mi 1 
been told to keep the warder and bead wanlt^r lut 
were liBpalIfnt and joined Iba rail cf ibe twrtr too iw 
The warden lomobow cstnlotthj ci^fn-* anl r*l«^ i 
alarm which I ronght a party lo trariult tThaaus: 
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of fehein W0ie stall on fche wall They had armed febemselves 
with the cell looks which they threw at the warders, and 
one of them lighted|a match and said half aloud “They are 
brothers, don’t throw the bombs at them ” It wasidark and 
the trick succeeded The warders retired in fear of the bombs- 
Six of the prisoners injured themselves badly, as the man on 
the top of the wall attended more to lifting up than to 
letting down They wei;e in a strange country Tive of the 
men who broke their legs sat' under a culvert*, but the village 
people discovered them and pointed them out to the Police 
who came in pursuit Hira Singh was also hurt but he 
was earned by his oompanioiis He was a heavy weight and ^ 
begged his friends to leave him and save themselves The 
next day he was 'arTested at Arrah, and some at Benares, 
only three finally escaped Tnc re-arrested men were tned 
and to the life sentence was added an additional term, and 
they continued in the 'same prison The jail punishments went 
on as before They once again broke the prison bars and - 
told the jail authonties that they could escape if they hked, 
but Jbhey did not want to They only wanted reasonable treat- 
ment in prison Things were somewhat better after this 
They were a difficult charge to the jail authorities and they 
had to gat Pathans from Punjab specially to serve as war- 
ders After a period, the Bihar Government handed the priso- 
ners to Madras and they are all now in various jails'm this 
province 

^ Hira Smgh had near to 5 lakhs money. About 2 lakhs 
or-more, he says, has been taken away by Government and the 
rest IS with Chinamen and others to whom he had lent money. 
“Jail has become my heme I don't want to go out unless 
India 18 free. But it is very hard for India to be fiee It 



will t5fce at loait two more year* lor tho poopla to rise uld 
he in a tone of eorrow 


Wo »U prayed to God each in hit pwn way after thli 
■tory ond retired to aleep ’ The morning is bright The 
hocpifcftl floor is being cleaned op and tho corn-lot a tendanti 
are moving abont bneBy at usaal Everything goes on 
in the daily routine way \onow* The Sab-asalitant surgeon 
will oomo pro9enUy and the Suporintendent tco and enquire 
about our healfh Whan O Iiordl will loa give to our 
tMopIe the huDgsr and tho paiffon for freedom 7 Tho human 
aonl ii a wonderful potentiality and if God only wills It our 
people can be eleotrlQod into aotlon never dreamt of ei yet 
We In prUon can only pray and woit 


6 1 9:3 — Bangom Qhetty eame to hospital yesterday 
He had a long itory to tell of the porfo^*loa of tbo Jail j 
ofBoiali tinea I left that bloeh The Djpoky Jailer an-l Uio^ 
chief warder stopped tho oil (orbitUmp and refused to give It 
In f pito of hit protest that hU bowels wore bad aod he rooJed 
o Dght to gafdehim to tho ebambof po oiebS He atoppod 
talcing tho evonlng moni lo that bn bowoltf ra^y not gl'O Mm 
tronblo daring the nigot Tbjreapon ho WM lumciyusl to 
appoar before the SuporfTtenJon fo tSo ofleu-'O o* B5‘ ca Jc* 
but was finally ordered to go to hospl a! Sistri^f wa* 
ffpokon to harrhly etid loeoltlnjy by the C-lvl Wafdet'T 
Stand up at the door wbern I come I am a Jope lO 
"iou ere a oonrifil and so on 

baS 

We enmo to i U voltmtarily and we no** •uh^ll 
ffuoh dlt^drliBO, harah trcitmoot aod, 1 woihl add (nralltat 
wo T-oold enbieot all tho priionori to If we bad charr*! of Ibo ^ 
lall oartalres Wo ahcmld no* aih for any favoan for with 



grants of favours come the frowns also Lot us cotnparo 
ouTselvos with tho Punjab prisoners who, for love of country 
and honour, are serving out life sentoncos bravely and 
ohcorfully There are MopUh prisoners who are serving, for 
their faith, scntenoaa of i and 5 yeffs and more and mo 
treated like common felons and patiently bearing it as if 
meekness wore their verv natnro What is our insignificant 
share of suffeiing compared to these ^ Should wa 
not bear them without complaint ? 

The jail officials have for the ficst time to deal with a 
numher of people othei than feloas and degraded characters 
Wa should* allow for this and boat with them Wa can make 
, them sea a new world altogether if we impress them with onr 
meekness and our courage Our attempts at piison-reform by 
complaints wnll only load to tho creation of an atmosphere 
of mutual ill-will and hostility besides being futile in achiev- 
ing any immediate object Higher authoiibias will stand by 
the jail officials whatever be the faults pointed out 

I was pained to tho quick to see an exhibition of brutality 
^on the nart of the sub-assistanb- 'surgeon who for some causa 
•which I did not paiceive, wrung the eaia of a moplab patient 
To the brutality was added the ridiculousness of this little 
man anned with brief authority by a foiaignG-ovoinmant and 
secure^ in the secrecy of a prison, imposing his little 
physical ^strength on a brave soldier who is probably her{ 
after risking his life before the machine guns of government’s 
military forces and is placed under the little man’s charge 
I because he 15 sick I learnt afterwards that the man was 
not one of the rebel prisoners He was an ordinary Moplal 
' convict transfer red to this prison TJiis however makesmi 
-difference 
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'Hie morc^r olnhnloiJ lnu( ovarflhM'tlic'iaart -I6h*5 
blistered my legt^toilibly The llltlo Dootoi i ftttempU «i 
doiiig good by hot /omoDtotiS exmiiUHngly-iMlalal 
**Hb \m ad6ed to tbe tortwsU^by a^plyin^-oatbolio to tb# 
olcerrf^ Bat X am^Dot hero fti i pitioji ^ um bard primarily 
BB prigoDor and it is gtaco on tho part bi tho ^vonununt to 
taio tmy t^ipble about my body If Vhej ^jturo mo byJfncK 
rant-ovfirjapplieathm bf mercury ojotmont it n^ncrjDtandBd 
form ot*!hKt^Hb1aQt!0 wblob they would be entitled “t^^pply 
dlroctl^ li^cd and paaacd nooemry legislation ^inlul 
^abh{u3*of iiruvannamaUi braVo youth Avho baj ono j^ar • 
rlgoiouB subsUn^vo and oih morn year nifotoas in dofatsl^ 
otccoa^tf two yatua in all Co. a obargo of rioting btough 
for IplilLettuic boa come to hoopltal with tovoi Hs and two 
otboTs of Tlravaonamihki rofaied to defend theiuieUoe. 
Biftyamoortby appeared for other acoaaed parson? in the aaia 
and It ie eaid offerod to defend tboiemen aljo but they rafoi 
fd to take the aarviee 

Brooramnlu of Baswada bat oomo alio with ynlni 
all oror the body ^le little cuigeon woe portlaahr la too 
ing bis bed plao^ at tho ortrame end of the room away from 
arf — ilnhimood Eoeialo and mo Jo3> bad" Djr * tba^t tho 
moderator artf mooting on 13 lh Iwt a Bana es aud that lhare 
nUl be toiDo sort ot Ooaferenoo at Maita? on I 7 th 

7_1— 23 — Srcoramulu eayi that the pobtlcil fllna 


fion is altorabic. that Gandbijl i? iittiog Id ^bmr^a 
bad tbe CongrCEi ba* dona nothing that there l» no goo 1 
being Id jail and f o on i aaVod wba\ tb'bt bo bni to 
that tbo world vronld go Into an eirtbqcakd b;fcauiQ txns 
ci D» bad cemo to jail V:hA% Ud bo blmiell dooo whoa bo 
Tta* IrcoaH thcM two yeareof Inlonr^ »Jr 7 ^oatbal bo and 
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others done vriien Tilak was in jail for 6 yeais ? I told hnr 
there Wfas no use boitiig impatient and that wo can but dc 
our own duty Even if we achieved nothing in oUr genera- 
fcion^ wo bad a duty w'hich we should cheoifully perform, 
EroQdom''i8 often attn mod by the sacrifices of succeSPive 
genoiations, and v/o ohould theroforo bo propaiod to lay at 
the altar oi the country what Wo can give oi suher without 
hungering ’^fdr immediate fruit, — oven if wo do not feel wa 
are able to reach the Gita ideal of duty without concorn'for 
results altogether Think where wo should have boon u our 
fatheis aud^andfathero, had made definite saorifioes foi fras- 
dom’s sake Would we nothavo then carried forward the battle 
with, greater faith and vigour? By our saorificbs we have s6‘ 
-least made the histoiy of India m this geneiation an honour-; 
able chapter, a relief from the continuous story of surrender^ 
mdifference, and dishonour Even this, is an inheritance lot 
our children So let us not lose faith 

yesterday I met Haiinam Singh who was in the Koim- 
gata Maru He told me the story of ' the Budge Budge affair^ 

' The convict ‘ oversoei ’ Parasuramau has finished hjc 

t f 

Eamayanam and lent the book to me He has takemths 
volume of TaiUil Mahahhara^tham Muhammood HuSsaiu is 
studying the Gita and is doing it with gieat diligence and 
respect 

j r ~ 

, ' Sreeramulu is positive'’ that Subba Eao and Venkatrao 
are ke|)t in close confinement m sohtary ''cells, locked in, both, 
day and night ' , ^ 

8 1-22 — Eamamurti came with a sick headache and is 
inbedin hospitaLSaw Shafiuk-nr-Rahman (of Ahgarh CJoIlege) 

^ ' 1 i" 
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'ma Kamlmlutihfttt (VakU of Gnnlur) %i the htapltsl oflaoo* 
■What % bright unchanged and Innocent (aoo Shafiak has I 
The man below In thb Torandah bat poouinoDia and it 
laobJy looked attar by the fellow pntonara ondnty with tcmfr 
tOBgctne. 

Belated the itory of Savarkar i orratk and otcapo and 
the Hague prooocdlngt to "Md. Hntialn and Bangam Ohetty 
^d others, who had not known it 

Had a dlaoastlon with hfd Husain about the tma basil 
«n which the a^Utlon and oduentlon for (rcodom should be 
bued not on atrooltlei and laiustfoes of the fopsfgn rule but 
on the inbcreut right of erory nation to rule thMoselvef to 
that even U the Bclfclsb Goremroent weib or became the belt 
the world and there were no Bonjab or Malabar atrocitlas, 
we were etm bound to fight for self rule 

Bsmamurtl was vomltUng the whole night Hanumaula 
TIm and Md Hanatn wero fitting near him soothing sod 

balplug him Dr — tame up at night and fell upon poor 

Hauumanta Bao 'VTho It that follow lUtlnf tboro 
**1 don t want you here ” I muit turn you out o( the 
bcispltal and so on And then be told Ramamurthi to eaU 
fcrthehotjdtal orderly orj«d«iuiHHbe wanted anything and lo 
ctuThlimanihoartlcsinoaf and lUtle-mlndedncff lorpawea 
my worst estimate He has lost himiell In the Idea of pH 
son anthorlly Ho Is more a jailor than a dootef and more 
a tyrant than anything else I novor thonght that an edacalcJ 
ytmug man could bo « lUHc minded Dot neh Is the fww 
of erjvlrcmmont 

It teems Block 1 U locked up eren dnrlot d*r ^ 
that the men hate hereafter noetirciia otwal^frf'F*^ '' 
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■Eigorous impnEomnonb is far better than simple imprison- 
ment under these ciroumstancos But we are here to 
aooapt any conditions o£ ]ail lilo If we show unhappiness 
over any of the rigours imposed, Government wins They 
seek to cause pain and if wo are miserable they have attain- 
ed their object We can defeat their object only by cheer- 
fully accepting solitary confinement, all day look up, and 
everything else they have the power and the audacity to 
impose Only let us not deserve such additional penalties by 
any dishonourable acts Md Hnssain told a good story how 
Bahadur Shah smiled whan a British Officoi brought his son’s 
head in a*hhargor and offered it as a present to the father His 
attendants afterwards asked the imprisoned Emperor why 
he smiled when his dear son’s head was brought to him in 
cruel mockery Ha answered that the objeot of the enemy 
was to causa pain, and ho should not help him to attain that 
object by showing any grief 

. I learnt from Shafink who had come to hospital for 
medicine in the evening that they have not yet, begun locking 

•them up during day time 

1 

9-1-22 Monday — We cannot be sard to bo unhappy at 
^11 in jail At any rate it is ' difiSouIt to realise that ^we are 
. in prison and are not out enjoying a holiday, as we half a 
dozen in' hospital sit together after look up and talk away 
from the atoned past , , 

' Often the thought occurs to me how I,a.ta going to pro- 
wide for and do the necessary duties by my children and 
■those left behind by my deceased brothan Buk the ' thought! 
•serves only to distract my.mind and I can 6nly leave thinga, 
in the hands of God v • - ^ 


86 


T -was anrprised to Icaro that MS Ha«aln F< onljr iff 
and SBafioL only 20 They aro sotntiehtDoreinaliirBiD bo6) 
and mind than our ladi at that ago Md. Hnesaln is stndy 
lug tho Gita and ipinmngmosi dsvotodly 

10 1—29 rtiesdflf — X nudaritand tbo looking up order 
1b being put in force m Irt Ulook alnao yesterday and they 
aio let out Id tho day at dxed hours for nocoasary porposos 
fiangatu Chatty li ao partionlar obont little eonsof of 
complaint that aU the attendanU aro up against him After 
eIU comiiJamta on oar paikcomolntherosoltto bcoomplaints 
•gahift felloff’ prisonera, for all the work Is done by prisooar*. 
Tbo'^adrent of ednrated men In prisons should not bo a source 
of dlsgof t or aunoyanee (o the foQow pdsonori as woU as to 
the pnsoD ofBeials To the latter wo are as eye*eora> hr 
they find It dUBenlt to have ibclr own way with ca, but why 
should wo get to bo disliked by tbo poor ImprUooed tlavei? 
Wo fhould bricgtbe balm of calturo good feeling ao3 hope Jo 
their midrt ind not bo a caniofor addlUonsl torture 

Noa official visitor Adlecrbayya eatee this nwraing and 
stopped a few minutes at my bodiWo and enquired who I 
was He Beomi btnt on IcxAing into tho holanbf* (luertion. 

I told bito that 4 or of dholl if it really roached orcty prifo> 
not would be a good ratloo but now it ippafenlly ftayid 
away as icaimcofi fodimeot of some eori or ofber I Tbo gcnlla' 
man was here at 10 A JJ Sothoholumbu tn^sy was food 
(That IS Eangam Chotty f repoft I take only a litUe of 
Nidan bingb e dboU end no Eolamba) laibottcniug tbo 
^ thing got bsck to Hs nsuil horrid condition iJr Tadot 
cahha -ialdu another non ofllrW visitor cjcm here a wt*k 
»Co 'Tboro aro I learn C non-oCIcIal vliltori Ttoy sc^ 
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to have bo time generally bo oome bo hospital and no time bo 
ebay and enquire even if they oome 

Hira Smgh told us last night a true story, of whioh he 
was an eye-witness, of the execution of a dacoit in Ghma 
The head was out off and three men filed into the beheaded 
man’s trunk with rifles, Then the chest was ripped open and 

the heart was taken out The head and heart weie to be hung 

1 

up along with a tale of his crimes in the market place The 

diigh officers and other gentlemen who witnessed tlie execution 

1 *1 

came forward bo take slices of the dacoib’s flesh, and the chief 
^officer who was Hira Singh’s friend took away 'the entire 
heart The head only was hung up for public view in 
this case When a brave man’s flesh was available, it was, 
taken by the Chinese in this way Hira Singh was witpess to 
the fact that the daooit’s heart was cooked and eateu in hik 
fnend the officer’s house Ha was also asked to paibake of it, 

j * 

but of course he refused, 

, It seams everything is eaten in China except three things, 
iats, donkeys and cats Dogs are eaten and dog flesh is sold 
in meat shops 

The convict loverscar] Parasuramau who gave me Bama- 
7 anam served in China and East Afnca He said pathetically ' 
that throughout the war he was not hit by any bullet but when 

j 

'he came back he was a victim to a false charge of culpable 
homicide He will be reliasad in a few mouths He is an 
'extraordinary good fellow 

11-1-22 Wednesday — 

Md Hussain was discharged from hospital and has gone 
away to his block He has taken the Gita with him Baicistor 
Xiakahmmarayana came to hospital yesterday Ht looks as if the- 

r' ^ 


sa 

ncn-oo-opetitOTi pr^cttoflUy monopoIlM ihe hoiplt»L Mr 
Ijmkahmliiftr*yuj5 g»Te ft long ftcwrant of lie work hiouelf »iaJ 
hi® friend® did in deiecang U>« ftdailnifttrtHvo odmef in the 
jail and in the refonnaricm of Ihe jiil stmoipliore. Ho uid 
btnUl boating which wm onoo veiy prevalent had rtoppod 
since their advent 

Tbfl other Snb-Atriakant rorgoon bar oomo. He loom* to 
be a leas talkative man than his brother 

Bead tho Golden Treasury Senes IntroducUon to the' 
trial and death of Socrates 

Eriahnasiraml has written a rest card to tb^i Saperin 
textdent to know the rules as to Inlerrlewi Ha hat v.rltieQ 
it on the Srd January that i« a UtUe befoio my letior reseb 
od them 

12 1 22. Thnraday*— Had a duousiicn with Lakshmlnara v.. 
>sca as to his proposal that we should fait tomorrow for 
the Frinee ol 'VT aUs a arrival at Madrai He finally agroed 
this morning to give np the idea Ho is ttooonvlnood l]af 
only yields to my opinion Tho Katial aod refnial 
to parilolpato In the weleotno la a demouitration fe show 
that the people of Iiidli aro not happy ftnd coaknUd as the 
Covomment of India may seek to make out darieg the 
Princes visit and attendant festivities We hairtiby our 
very entry into prilon done what we can to dftraonitrstc oar 
ftste ol mind Itwonld only erophasJie an uninkinled rcriocal 
hortlllty to tho Prlncoifwoln jali fait cn the day h^» 
arrival In our provinee as If It ware a day ci grief The 
country Is to doubt obMfTiog hartal and wo In fall cannot 
partidpatointha hartal tmtlhoro (AcorcMOn why wo ibotifd 
\ oTtot lomo ether method of showlae oot diupptoval of hli 
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visit At any fate I feel that fasting should be reserved £©c 
greater things and for occasions of special and great grle£ 
and self purification The Prince’s arrival is an ocoasioEi 
for mere demonstration not of gnef, but of disapproval . H® 
is not personally associated with any special evil done to'de 
by ourselves, which may be reason foi taking to the extreiik) 
form of national penance <- 

Had the asthma fit last night , had been free till 
since coming to hospital 

^ Hira Sigh is right when he observed last night thafs 
India is greater than other countries m three things. 
Piety, Hospftality and Chastity of women 

Dr Ea]an and others seek to see me and have written to 
the Superintendent Have r0(iae3ted they ruay be loformeS 
that I wish them to communicate with my people at Salenn 
f and come together with them sometime , before the 20th when 
my first month expires I understand we are allowed oees 
interview a' month and also one letter either way per montjb. 
Md Hussain and Narasimhachari bitterly complain that they 
have no fresh air or exorcise being locked up whole day aud 
night They are only let out in the morning to visi£ 
the latrine and this" is claimed to be exercise and fresh airl 

13 — 1 —22 Pnday — Spinning and Socrates most of the 
time Discharged from Hospital and removed to the old! 
solitary cell 

I find that the new orders are in force here also for 
locking up cells , whole day and night It is atrocious thal 
we should be thus locked up in single ceUs , i 0 1 condemned 
to solitary confinement, men sentenced to rigorous imprison- 
ment are freer, in that they have to work in the open 
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wto hftvo COEDS hors bollsviug In tho cffic&cy of snfTwrlng 
•ioold dooED onTBslvefl forttuiato In kbafe ws are made go 
khiongh khs XQotk airodoTii forms of itoprltoninsnk 

Bat tbinlr of kho barbarity of ptitldog any porson beoanis 
fis Is oon^otod of a moral o Ima [Isk mo talk only of thois 
who have basn foand guilty of a derlakiju from khs moral 
law] In a room 100 ft iquara depriving him noodlsMly from 
God I light and air and aky An Ignorant dookrlno mlghl 
lead toon to Irolato orlmlnali from society* bat what doctrine 
vrise or Ignorant ean justify the deprivation of those things 
that are neoeisary for the sustenanoe of healthy physIoU 
Efe Here is a big open spaoeln front of the flelli harrod 
and proteeVnd and watched In all manner of ways, which is 
Dot needed or used for any other purposes and from wbleh 
you arc locked out as If out of mere revange. I ehoull an 
hesitatlngiy oondemn this as baso and rovongefol InhnmanUy, i 
oren In the oaio of the worst cHminslSt and I rhnld mike no 
point out of the feci that tbit cruelty Is^ praoUsod ■sBalnsl 
gentlemen eonrlctod for pobtl**!! work and persons who h^vo 
Toluntanly soaght ImpriJoumenk Ik would he like cl\lniIot 
good and bcallby waier to driok for pollk'cal otfandors as If 
regular onmlnali might bo lefi to suCfor in IhlrJt or drink 
eontamlnatod water 

34 1—32 Saturday — Asthma again l*kt night 

My nelghbourH B Venkatappi and MalkuUl. ■ mophh 
are sufforiog eoUtary confloenwn the former by jadldal 
■an^DMand tholsU3T as jail punUhinflot over ami aho’-fl, 
the 10 years B I that ho hai for boaloUfl Rut esrept for 
the oolf aploniog lUoy have ms labour I iw iwt moeb dffff r» 
anco between tham and me ondoraoInT simple Impnioam''al 



so far ns tho cell confinomont goes It cannot bo that this is 
intondod Ir is host I tho Supenntendont and malre sure 
Of conrso we aro hero to undergo everything inflicted of pur. 
pose, but let ns not giv^ room for the defence of mistake 
Locked m at 7 in tho morning aftci being lot out a little after 
6 Lot mo now spin for myself in my coll while Alaikutti 
twists rope for Government in hie 

Strange whispers reach the jail fiom tho outer world , 
shadows would bo a bettor analogy than whispeis, for you 
can rely on ]ail nows only as littlo as you can judge the shape 
of objects from their shadows Esaggeiations are the nearest 
approached to reality I am told the Madras City Police 
are on strike those ten cays, that there was a successful boy- 
cott and in fact ntler darkness and silence in the city of 
Madras on tha Prince’s visit, that there had boon street lectu- 
res at all corners, that at one place a disturbance was caused 
by a "govornmont-side” Chotfcy talking insolently about Swaraj, 
and eoldiets came up and there was firing and six deaths 
That there rs a ba'^/tle going on at the N W Frontier and 
the Government had heavy losses ' That in Malabar the 
operations hav ) nos yet terminated I understand that Mrs 
Lakshminarayana with "some 'friends came this morning and 
had an interview with her husband in tbe hospital * 

At 3 15' p >.m news was brought to me that Dr. Eajan 
and others were waiting to see mo I had a talk with him 
My d brother had come 'also They were cheerful 

and biave which is 'all I wanted I am glad to learn that 
picketting work is going on in Salem though I did "not like 
the news that many shops weie burnt down Honest yasude- 
■vayya has gone in for 6 months rigorous, Anantaohari 
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ia fax remind, BamaWelmiyva ind mother Motsilmen 
have ilio got 6 months simple for dlfiobodionce 
at Timpitur It is eomethlng. I xrith very mnoh that more 
psople oinied the ''var into the prlioos. It is the only ofToc' 
tivQ thing ^0 cm do in Tamil land I am told I am again 
appointed General Secretary along vflth Nehrn and that VJ 
Patel la acting (or Nehm and Dr Baim ofBdatea lor me 
Gandhi U appointed DioUtor to carry on aB Oongrees 
work irretiwotive of mestings Tbit it good^ bet he won t 
find hU snooessot escUy or oven with dvf&eiilty There li a 
Oonfemoe at Bombay of iMrsont of all shades of opinion 
and Sinkaran Kair la prodding. Qhandhl]i U attandlog I 
fear rather t bopo, nothing will oomo ont of It for I don t 
believe there U my thing good that can come oot of sooh a 
moeiing Kothiog (s pouiblo In my direetioii for enob a moo- 
Hog bnt ontHng down oar demandi or snipendlDg the 
Oongresi Programme whioh is nn thinkabJy wrong jait now 
when victory is nlgb 

Biian telU me tad nows aboaC Madras daring tbs F^n 
ooa 8 visit Intimidation reigned high Tho hartal was 
saooessfal bat aided by iaUmldatbix at least to tome extent 
This was txirprising to mo bccauio on all former ocoaiioos 
hartals were easily organised and were taecotsiul wilhoat 
any violouco or inUmidatlon This lime lam told that tbore 
was plenty of eoantor work and in order to meet this tho 
I>eople appear to have boon tempted away into the wrong 
path A Wg crowd a aaUod the XVelUogton Oaeoia which 
had hdfted loyal flags. Dr Baian aa>a that tho polled and 
soldiers behaved very vroU Dat a man helongfng to the 
CBncma Company fared a revolver and killed * Munalman 
from TripUoane. 
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' I Was glad to learn that Eamanathan is working at- 
^ Madras in charge of volunteer work Ea]agopalan did hot> 
^0 to the Congress I told Dr Eajan to go on a tout and' 
push up the work 

I understood that the ‘ Swarajya ” was going on and its^ 
subaoribers list had increased The Independent was stopp- 
ed Mahadev was awarded 18 months Devadas was editing; 
a written weekly newspaper and had a corps of 100 volun- 
teers to make copies 

I was told that Mr Andrews had seen Malabar and had 
gone back to 6handhi]i, that Wan Kunneth Mahammad Ha]ii\ 
had bean captured With his capture the rebellion must be 
taken as ended ' > 

Non official visitor Mr Duraisamiah in faultless dreSs 
came up as I was returning from the gate after the inter view> 
^ He enquired about my health and food Told him about the 
single cell locking up, asked him to enquire whether it was 
intended to give us solitary confinement or whether it was a 
> mistake He said he had noted the matter but I fear noth- 
ing will be done by him 

On the whole, the peep into the outer world given me 
^ through Dr Eajan did not gladden me The people do not 
realise how near they are to victory and have not yet made 
up their minds to put forth a supreme effort ' May heaven 
give them the wisdom to sacrifice and fight for all they are 
, worth The news about the Andhras is invigorating I am 
told that they have begun non-payment of taxes in soma 
' Taluks 

15-1-22 Sunday — learnt yesterday the disgusting news 
' that N S Eamasatm Iyengar gave an abject apology in the^ 
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aedition cute ftgiinaii him atid agreed thafc he woTild abttaln 
from polit i co for a jeer and got aequittod How any 
with hit previffua hietory and potltiOQ conld bring himBalf tc 
noh otter sturender open and degradlngj I oannot Imeglne 
After this nothing oan be eafel; pot aside as impofalblo 
Heaven shoold protoot os from weakness and keep ni in the 
path of oooragQ and patziotirm. 

There u nothing like temporary privation to make one 
en}oy and appretiaie the real beauty of the simple eitentlala 
•of life In the unbridled Uaeoae of ordinary life In these days 
vre have lost the oapaeity for real enjoyment of almple things 
and hanker for more and more eomplieaUons. 'With all that 
they do not aatiefy Oooasional tiriot privation gives a 
tone to tbo system, both phytloa) and morah by giving an 
appetite for easantul khlnga. I never enjoyed mete light 
and fresh air and a simple stroll In the open as I did tbU 
motnlog after my cell door was opened I noTor undorttovd 
the beauty of the taste of simple foodstads as I do nc^w iu 
prison The oiaggoratod horror with whioh impnsoatBonl 
is looked upon is as (ooUsb as it would bo if oocasloo^l 
fasti and rotiromants from busy life wora oontlderod as 
geeat misforkones 

Sandaya and oJier holidays am in the natoro of things 
the oppoiito of pleasant for us people under durci i All fbo 
warder* and olSaialr go home much onrjiar than on ordinary 
flay* *0 wo MT0 horrlod tbrongb oar tooal and the waihlog 
ol our dltitoi 'With a Httl* imaginitlon wo shoaH bo able 
to submit to this choerfolly and even actively help to clow 
early and sand the poor devils to tKslr horres, so tb*Ir 
children and women folk as roonas possible Tiis life of Ihe 
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vrarcler is littlr* bofci;or tlian hia fellow inmr.to tha convict) 
tTho convict has hit rations frov"*, but; fcho wnrdoi gota perhaps 
nothing more in the shape of wage^ His fear of supo- 
Tior officials and thoir arbitrary ororciso of powers, is not 
loss than tliab of the convict Perhaps the warder’s anxiety 
is greater His life is on tho whole a miserablo lot thongb 
ho takes nncon'^cions vengeance for it bv brntality toi^ards 
tbo poor devils, tho convicts " Give as Es 30 o month, wo 
shall bo happy Lot Gandhi give or the Government, it 
does not matter Wo shall gladly take a few rupees loss 
from Gandhi then from the Government, ” This is their pro- 
position « 

The hospital is a regular hell for bugs I am told all 
the wards aio the same. In tho blocks there are lice and 
fleas, besides The pnsonois’ blankets and clothes • see 
^ washing only once in a way and then are hurried in a crowd 
ed competition, and in quantities of water which it would be 
a real miiacla for a man, who has not seen a jail, to see 
fully pass over body and cloth There are taps and beauti- 
ful looking enclosures with shower bath pipes overhead 
which may please a visitor, but the latter do not work Mj 
call and the other cells in this solitary confinement blbok axe 
comparatively free from bugs and lice There is no fumi' 
tura but only a brick and mortar platfoimfor bed, and the roo! 
IS an arched masonry work The door is iron bar frame Then 
is no crowding, hence the place is free from vermin My life ir 
thehospital was during nights a continual bug-hunt. In thii 
respect my solitary confinement cell is a blessing, but' th( 
flies are a great nuisance These poor fellow-denizens of' thi 
Z' British pnSon wodld be quite welcome to share my boaid anc 
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lodging. If only they np some of Iholx W ptwlleai If 
khoy protnlted ko Ilvo only on rica tod i;ofain&u or on my 
and iago, I would gladly iharo tny me&li with the»o poor 
hungry thlngi Bnk u Ik U khalr k&sto U all-omhraolng and 
vulgar and t have to koop a vlgUank wakoh agalnik thorn xoneb 
againtk my will* 

I am keoplfig my ohln amark and imooth ohavod a« U I 
bad cdky company to mook with tho help of razorf blank and 
painful though they may be, borrowod from block I wberotbo 
Andhra Cilondi are lodged The jail barbora are a terror 
I khlnb I uw their eqhal in the outer world in pnly one man 
In Salem recently The good baiberi eeom to bo either too 
vlrtuona or too olovor to bo oanghb they do not como to jail 

The Brahmin eook U as bad aibu proferalonal eonnUc 
park In the outer world The rice and kofanixi are nnpa 
ralleled for dirt, hair wool aand etono and horrid K^to 
The oook ie not rsepooslble for kbo oloanlng of tbo 
rloe and other atnCfs and no one ii rovpbntlble 
for the kaika The Sikhi have got oco of tbinmlvet to 
oook for them, Nidhan Singh. He has bat little aiilitanoe 
But be gets the raiioni oorreotly dooi not allow otbori or 
himself ko stool and be cooks elean and pats bis bosrt (o II 
Bat ik is unfair to oomparo a poor oodtIq) Brabcnsna cook 
with a genlleiiMD from the Aodareani with a lifo term bang 
ing round his braso n«k for ooniplraey against Corirnmant 
Ban'if Hataram comoi from him every monriog to me with 
two khln dispattles be makes (or me* and agtln at breakfast 
when he comes ko giro mo acme of his dboIL Jan 

-eay I sometimes, and eomellmes ffnnfs Jfj#ara" Can and 
Uay are abouk only Iho Iwo words I can r w oc^se 
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'when he speaks The reab is all something which only his 
' hrave heart conceives and understands — not I I must make 

" f 

one exception I discovered by a process of persevering in- 
duction that ‘pay’ in Nidah Singh's vocabulary means ‘give’- 
He pays dholl, he pays chapati, the deputy ]ailor pays vege- 
tables and other rations You pay a letter or a note if that 
is ever permitted in a British jail Life were pleasant and 
India free if we were all brave and honest men knowing 
but little English like Nidan Singh - , , 

"Let , me now spin for a while Little does Ghandhiji 
know that I have coma to love this dear wheel in my cell 
veritably like a younger brother His heart would beat and 
his eyes glow "with pleasure if he saw it 

' > 16—1 — 22 Monday — This* morning immediately the 

Prison King loft this block after his weekly inspection, some 

1 r 

t kind of lecalcitranoa on the part of two of the Sikh priso- 
Tiers led to a sudden noise and rally of wciiders and hand- 

■ u 

cuffs The two men have been hand-cuffed and taken to the 
I ■close' prison. ' 

Last mght was as bad as any other night for my asth- - 
■ma ' 4 believe I must eschew dholl even in my mid-day meal 
Bo I told the Supermtendent’thia morning when he was here, , 

< and asked him if he could give me a pint of milk and loaf- 
bread instead of noo and dholl Ha said he could do it' 

, TJnderstand that Lala]i has been released by Government 
This may be good or bad Cannot tell from here what effect 

b would have on che morale of the Punjab people 

1 

, ^ The Madras City Hartal aftermath has commenced and 

' I am told about 30 men (but nob any well-known persons) 
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have been arrcstod H appear* tme that Thiagaraya cbetty a 
house 'wa» beaeged by a mob 

I am told I don I know whether Jt is true, that tome 
question ba« boon aaked about mo In the Hadrat LegliUtlvo 
OoudoIL Wish that nothing by wa> of attompts to get mo 
favourable term* it doue It would ba a woita of buoiiD 
under taking if I ibould flash In Ibo pan by a prematuro 
Toleato 

17 1 512. Tuesday -—The noise of the Prison King • boot* 
woke me up at about 11 last night My sleep must have 
been very light to have been disturbed by aaeh a Uktle ooin. 
Sattriarwaf reading and he wat told he should sleep and not 
read to lata I woke up oarly pxtd dftl ny prayers Had to 
wait long for ibe ooU to be opened I aiked the cblof warder 
why ft was opened eo lata Holiday to-day Why what 
for ? Ptinoe of Wain aald be and smiled. 

The Deputy Jailor promised to tond me a knife and 
spoon for illalng my bread foe the noon meal and (or faking 
my milk and sago In ibe ^olog 

BiroUod In the opon eir for 30 mlnnto' In the momlcc 
after ablations and then «pon for an beer N K \ijl» 
raghavan had sent 2 wheel* and I the birtvlor one to 
Muhammad Gbonso myself using the Uphtor co' 1 am otloj; 
tho boary one tloeo I returned from the bolpilal liliao 
mneb nleor than the o her wheel Tt Is a marvel of nnooth* 
D03S. VTiat would pciion Ilfo hft\e ba*n bnl for tbs wb(»*I I 
Read Kttralaad Bible Ia*t nlfht HHppcJ Ihnrofih Peal 
Flehard 8 Soonnge of Chrln which O-v" ih li** Undly 
tno Itls ft repf-Uttoa of the vrellknor^n at on rairtnl 

ObxitManUy opposing the Ufa of raodota chn*li*iu to CM>1 ■ * 


49 


HIq and teachings The whole book is composed m opig- 
lams The pitch oi the epigrams somotimos suit tho mattoi, 
sometimes the composition wobbles Tho get up winch 
Ganesh gi\ os to his publications IS fai oUj of proportion to 
the value of tho books 

The Supoiintondent appears io ba^o icstructed mv 
removal to hospital again I told the Sub Assistant Surgeon 
that if I bad aohoioa in tho matfcei I would piofor to remain, 
in the cell The bugs in tho hospital are too much foi mo 
The night pots kept m continual use thtoughout tho nights 
make it practically like slooping m tho voiandah of a big 
latrine x\.dd to this, the gioans or uho delirium of soma of 
the patients get on my naivos Though id is solitaiy confi- 
nement hero in tho cell, it is bettor than the othei place Did 
a little Socrates into Tamil Eamayanam in the afternoon* 
, Pelt very weak Evening meal at 4 p* m and locked m at 
5pm for the Prince’s sake Span till it giew daik 
The wheel is a poem of smoothness and beauty, Kuial in 
ithe Tiighk 

Heard a wonderful story of 2,000 persons airested in 
Bombay and brought over to Madias If only such things 
were true ! 

The late£t canard is that a "Collector” has been 
murdered at Salem ' These stones indicate the prevailing 
yeairung for violence of some sort by somebody or ether 

18-1 22 Wedneado — In spite of strenuoua prayers, the 
vision of the true God has not jyet coma to me It is a 
hard task to keep the wandering mind steadj, and even after 
that, the mind does net find its real objective but dwells ou 
iamily, self, friends and country, and forniulates desires 
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InrtetS of purifying Ittelf Uy only purpoia In prayer 
&i Ihli fiaga ehould bo to straggle for a rlfion of tbe 
Supreme one and if I soe Mm onoe, then the rest wiS tsbo 
o&re of Itself I cow undeisUnd what the aneient Hlibls 
meant when they did fajMu for God to "appear before 

ll'on>oo-opQratioa fi not a moans fo a polftfoaf end bat a 
Dharmabyltsel! Toabstaln from co-operating with wrong It 
an absolute dnty Thfi Is so not simply boeause thereby we 
iball evict the EngUebrnfm It (s an absolute dnty to releaio 
one-self from (rbo not of wrong In wKl(di wo aro entangled 
It is not a prc^rammo for the time being or for any parll 
onlar penod In poUtlet. It Is a dnty for all time to rofnio 
to parilolpate lu the degradation of ones peoplo, whether 
you snoeood in oafranohislng U witbln the period fixed by 
the Oougress or aot> It is not a desporato remedy refoWed 
upom bosanso other remodlesbaro failed bat an absolute aad 
eternal moral duty even as bones*? and ebirlty aro daMes 
Inospoetive of rasolt or oeeaslou rtfoie to co-oporu o in 
tho prooosB of rodoolng onrsolvoe to foreign ralo and In tbo 
malntonanco of It is the nataral law and instlost Wo got to 
forget this law of nitloast life and east onr minds foio ihe 
tcrrlblo sloagh of anfelS elarofy Vow tha* wo bare ro*dlt 
eoTOTod ihe rnloof Hfc.iS Is one duty abtoloto aad for all 
time to obey It 

Something I bollsvo is going on oalnlde the'S3^ tin 
kedent oame up to my cull and eaTOirol abeat ray h ^tlli 
Ho said ho nouH give ba*ler for my toait Ha advIiH 
mo to ftio tbo toast aold ss towl esawn lorllrt<5ttlcn- 

Two more canard#, one Ibat Iho PMlcc fialrTpsy*"-' of 
^anblnbftdy has been done to dnatb,aod an^lber oar Obis' 
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“Wardei’s son, a constable m the Madras Oity Police, has 
turned non co operator and has resigned The latter causes 
great} glee among the warders who heartily dislike their 
.chioE 

1 

I just nndarstand that Sastnar is a diabetic patient 
, He looks rabhcL poor m health and not as chsariul as he 
mighc bo ospocted to be* 

Poor Thevnn, who is the eorviog prisoner in the hospi- 
tal, is so kind and regular in. his aitontious and so honest 
The more I see the so called crionnals close at hand here, 
the moLo convinced I am that the system of laws, trials, and 
punishments which wo have adopted is wrong fiom tha 
root upwards. 

19 1-22 Th’iirsday — Tho Sub-Asst. Surgeon was good 
enough to enqnuo about my health from aoioss the wail as I 
was going to the latim j Learning I w a 5 frte from fresh boils 
^he spoke oven as if he had himself been the mventoL of the 
viceino with which I was infeeted Pasteur himself could 

diot havo been moio salf-consoious He told me that loaf-' 

1 

bread Was a cure ^ for constipation when I suggested that I 
might takb some law tomatoes He advised mO not to press 
for anything now Tomatoes may inciease my asthma I The 
true reason seems to be a droid of hiS Suparmtenient'^ ^ 

The Vellore Jail Unpubltsbe i'Gazebte bang^ the folloiyrng 
news — The comments are tame Ha Valera is Still' asking his 
' people to'reiectthe Treaty The'Bharatpur Magistrate flogged ' 
some political prisoners ip'ths presence of other prisoners and 
this has caused great agitation Such magistrates are truly 
our friends . Several arrests in Klirnool Salem is not doing 
ilL^ Five persons summoned for civil disobedience in Atur 

I 
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0. Anantiehui is in remind VaBadovsTya Ji Jo j»IJ 
(6 monthi El) Timpathot ncem "WtUtb Btlieb and Eojna 
I B'wamI Iyer 0 mcntha each former ilgoroui Uttor ifmplo 
^ "Who is SriDJ\t£an rvbo Jj i»Jd to iivo raa’gnrd frezn tlia 
Police? Honorary Magistratos ttray resignitloas from Teatasl 
and TLTivallore are only gyroptoms cf a freah avratonkg 
not mnob by thomwohta 3,500 \olnntooi» %rero In jnnon In 
Ottlonttanpto the middloo^ Janaary Hakim AjcdqI Ktan 
laid in hli PieBidontlal addrow Ibat Egj'pt bad ado)? od the 
Indian method of non-co-opcralion Pandit Malaviya s ion 
Govind me given 18 months rigorous along tvllb bis coukin 
Krlehnikant. Aftorwards reduced to C months elmpla. 
Bhyim Sunder Cbakrararty too Ja arrested Jn Galea ta 

Eire opened In Madras and bal/ a doren kiUad baoasik» 
BkoDcs weru throrrn at a police officer a car 

I got eondrm&tlon for toy lospieloni that tltero was aoaoo 
o of agitation ont&ldo about m) food and Itcallb la joTl 
People aro so sadly mistaken about 'vbit they ought to do, 

I am bore huagorlue cot for food but to learo that 
rtrenuou*! rrork fs going ou outride Our burger and thlr J fa 
for mQro and moro imn tocemo info the jdl Pcupio £«tm 
to irmgiua as if only a fow- of ui unfeutnnataj have to bo 
Jn ja^l nod la v,e iboalJ ba helrcd to lorvo oertemirf ou* s«i 
COP fcriably as j(0 fille So llicy talc kindly In or^t In cc 
jail bfo and do their baft to mate our imtriwmcnl an 
bearable f to *fblc b> rplfafarg aUut our luraltb, ocr /<>. I 
etc I wish tl oy retU^cd !!«*■ rro tto here for a tau } 
whfah dcmtnds Jhelr irntdlstc atlcoti a iLdcya? IrnUy of 
oar ovT ft-cd aid cernfait iu jsW They rn-oU ll a lalf 
Ir-if ol reprerafne nr if i r'eip an Cf ll lob* n-cf imn. Ufct.Jy 
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by EoUnd Tible Couforonoos Thoy Avoald then walcome fclie 
battle given by Government 

Poor Sastriar has developed dysontory. If he goes to 
hospital, ho will bo put on rice-water whica is the only form 
-of light diet witliin the ambit of the Sub-Assb Surgeon Por 
any form of milk, the Prison King’s sign manual is necessary 

I just heard at the latrine the bitter wailings of a 
prisoner ”0 this Z.o7atti6w, without salt, without chillies, 
mere potwash fluid, they take Go/ernment pay and also our 
food — ^Wi'd God nob tuni His eyes to these crimes ? ” But I 
suppose oven under Swaraj such corruption must be expac- 

— r 1 

ted Who is dishonest now except our own men? How 
' >and when the hearts of our men will bj chmgad and brought 
into the path of nght conduct, Heaven knows ! ' 

I was pushing away from my mind as trespassers the 
■thoughts that came up each time the familiar whistle of the 
passing 'railway train came across the prison bars Bub 
to-day as X was at my ovomng p’-ayors the sweet voice of the 
village Nagaaaram that came from some happy home in the 
hamlets lying outside the pnson-wall, brought with it such 
an iirehsbible rush of happy i eoollecbions that I could not 
for long get them out The music of> these pipes ra to me and 
I suppose to every man und woman in this land a sound that 
brings on its ’back a world of sweet recollections, a valiana of 
happy youth, of joy and hope ,As I let myself wander for " 
a moment in this happy, dream-world, ‘I could not resist my < 
p tears Yet God has not spared of his good things forme ‘ 
Lo/e immeasurable has been my share from Vife, family 
friends and all But who can feel satisfied and say it 
us enough ? - ' * ' < 
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ThoM thonghta render me weak. my rtrength U 
iwodod for ihe battle, and I cannot afford to lot my mind 
•wander thus into the garden of ewoot flowers that ripen only 
Into tsara. AU (hat I thill wy to my God I#, ff the Js any- 
where and ifl fftill anbjoot to pleasure and pain kocp her 
happy and free from pain or tadneas and give me strength 
to bear and perform my dptiei 

20-1 22, Friday —It te a rare pnvllcgo to lire lofoly la 
enth atrange comiiany On one tide patting over ild 
Ghousoi are always tomr 2 or 3 men sentancod by rcTongofal 
Oonrta or under tlie disciplinary jarlidictlon of the joll 
Snpoilntendent to tolUary and dark colls. A thlok wooden 
door la diawn over tho ordinary banod cell door fo keep off 
light and air What U loft la the hole in the opyo Uo wall 
and two tiny round holot In the roof I6adiDg Into tho airvid 
tubing snppored toa^t as ventllatora The wardors are lass cruel 
than tboregalatlonf and otten leave tho v oodendoor umlrawn 
when they do not oxpoob the Saperiotcndcni tooomoind s <1 
1 am placed in cue of these rooms. Hot the wooden door b 
not drawn. Juat now thoro Is a jonng Mowilmin fad of 
Ambar stnrdy bright and hatdsomo asms To }>y GoJ aud con 
demnod (o thfs kfod of fmprfKmmcnt by man for m>£KO cat 
bnrflt of animal srlrits some oasauU In company with friecKli 
as bo lays, or b ho for a more kHoub dcviaUocfrvri the 
law and ho is now kcj I in cell in d\y ip 2 nlf' t 

except for a few mlrmt s to (jia'inlali food and trtt^r t^nf a 
day fed a hmry weedtn door b drawn itrcr« tlfrlnnhvr* 
of tho cell door and bolted ro tlm‘ G >d s 11 h nc U’r mvfn 
reach him •Lnckil- thercbalolc on U>- othr I’tJcoft e 
-rail ^ Inches n Uttll snd n yard Ion, which b nrt pre icl«^d 

wHbtBf irr«lrncrotlj/r/ht’tcr l-t n crly larrM Snt 
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IS a Moplah lindergoirig ty ]ail lule^? a month’s solitary con- 
finement in the conise of his ten years’ sentence of hard labour 
for manslaughter He is. not shut 6ut hghi^by ' thp 

wooden door, but only locked in ^ 

lOn the other side, beyond Sastnar’s cell, aie four young 
men awaitmg death at the gallows Kept in closest confine- 
ment, under special guard day and night, sturdy youths who 
are as cheerful asjsoldiers in cantonment, always sitting close 
against the cell door, for it is the nearest approach to freedom 
and light, and doing nothing, counting the hours and tfie 
tedious days that keep pendmg their routine petitions to 
Govemment , They watch and sometimes I believe jeer at me, 
in natural jealousy, as I move about without a guard, enjoying 
camparatiye luxuries such as going to the tap to bathe or 
wash my dish or bung water and pass m fiont of them, 
Brahmin — clean aid in white clothes as if to mock at their 
condition ' Behind my cell comes the constant chattel and 
monotonous jokes with which another set of condemned 
unfortunates pass then days and nights awaiting the gallows. 
I have not seen their faces for I should not stroll behind this 
block though the compound is the same, but their voices,^ 
their foul abuses, 'and oft-repeated attempts at humour, and 
their occasional prayers of desperation and uttemances of 
God’s name, are as familiar to me, as the activities of follow 
tenants of the same house should be The most piosaio 
thing is the chatter of the warders keeping guard over the 
condemned men, and at ^ nights it leaches an intolciabla 
pitch If I complain, the chief warder I suppose wiU pumsh 
them or at least piohibit them from making noise, not out of 
deference for my sleep, but because sentry should not enjoy 
themselves by chatting, according to the jail rules, which to 
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tbla modified Javert !• a Dhanna by ItMlt iudopsodent o( 
causal or effect* But tWs would bo only to mntorayialf 
a hoted ob]eol among theto poor lemi starved fellowi who 
think they are fnie man, bu have praoHeally to U\ o the fame 
Ufa as the prlionan orer whom thev are suppofcd to beep 
guard 

Thau at dead of mght comes the oonvlot — night watohmau a 
heavy tread (for the shoes are iU fitting aud heavy) and him 
m 1( a p isouar ofton for o long term for murder or other 
heinous offence Watch after watehthe standi In front of my 
cell and throws tho light of bit lantern Into It to *eo If I have 
escaped or am safe Inndel These eot^v^^t warder*, oonvict 
ovorteor* and convict idght watducon are a cnrfoui 
hierarchy worthy of study Tley aro given white clothei 
reaching to tho eude of emu and legs unlike the ordinary 
prisoners a leather belt and a wblto headgear The eonTlot . 
number instead of hanging by a string roand the neck oo a 
sliabby tin dish is engraved on a lUllo brass hhleld planed to 
tho vo^t on the right chest ^nd kept ahlnlog like a medal dr 
other emblem of honour The higher ranks of this hierarchy 
go with a baton as emblem of discipline and power Tho 
Doti\ let warder gets hi* rlcafood and 1 onder>and a rupoo 
a month which is banked for him without interest af?sln*t 
hli day of rcloasa. That 1* hia p\y for hli work They gs* 
Tomission of 4 to 8 days in tbo month \lmo«t all tho »o*4 
arduous aud responsible work IncludiDg $a|wr\ls on cv*r 
pn coorb work and watch a* tilghls 1# go oat of thne 
eon\ wt officials and they are efficient a'*cordlb„ to the ulcals 
of IboTnson Code-, for anydliabivllto^ Imp^rllotnev drlfn* 
qornry dofanlt or dlii Iflasore luvani *tttia*arr rraaval 
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the convict hierarchy and degradation to the status of 
convict prisoner, ovei whom he had ]ust before exercised 
tyranmc discipline This fall is so much dreaded that the 
convict warder is prepared to do anything to avoid it Hence 
the efhciancy This is the slave system, made self*suppoiting, 
•even in'the matter of Buporvision 

1 

Sastrinr’s dysontoiy is not bettor and he is ]ust gone to 
Jiospital 

The promised butter came Truly the niggardliness of 
the doles here enhances the value of things I learnt here 
how to take the butter off and deal with it so that not 
a pin’s head (for it would bo a quite a decent fraction of the 
, whole) may not he left unconsumed 

^ ' Had a fifth injection of the Vaccine for boils I under- 

stand it JS a maximum dose to-day 

Spinning Did a' little of Socrates, Eamayanam bind- 
ing of Sita and heir trials 

In the evening, the jail clerk brought me the expected 
Jettgj. from home No enclosure from Eangoon from the girls, 
but Krashnaswami and Narasimham and my brother write 
Jt is just the same as with the sugar and the butter The 
privation in respect of letters has served to enhance the 
appetite for them, and I chewed and consumed every word 
and line o,f the letter 

With to day, I have made one month in jail la time , 
values^ also, the prison is not the same as outside ' 

‘21 — 1 — 22 Saturday, — The tinjection gave a kind of 

. > 

heavy head yesterday but it i main effect seems to be' this 
^yening, ' h'tel very weak and unable to do anything 
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^ 1—23 Banday — The coajoo m tha evenhjg It v ^ 
regular battlo flith the flio 'With thoso flioa and the 
radiflh loaf and unbroken dboll kplambu orajry day oo 
wonder Ihera ij lot of dyeontory and porsiatonC fttomnct. 
dlteaffo, In the Jail the fortner carrying the infection and 
tha lattor kaopihg tha ^wola irritated If onoa those fltny 
have a taste of your dl h they got really mad over it and 
will not go whatever you may do Teoro is much that can 
bo obiorvcd in the Vellore Jail and usefully recorded abont 
these iDoeota tbo honn of their aotivniy Ihoir migrationf 
their temper ooder changing oonditiont aihi the natare of 
their himgor and thirst 

Bead tome of tbe most boaniUnl parts of Sondarakan 
dam yesterday The affection wbi^ Sita b«i for brave 
faitbfnb self lew lakshmana if so beantilally conceived end 
oxpreeeed. It It a dalicatemtxtnra of love and rovorroco and 
maternal rfiffectlon the full boanty of which no one but a 
Hindu poet can concolvh and delineate and no one but a. 
Hindu Grahatte can full> ondotatand 

, ^ 

Had a Uean lirahmln anave Tho lo.rb^r was an old 
man quite a character Ho lialls from Tlropa bar as cop 
\lcted by a jury of tho Salem Scs^iJlis Coart on a fal>e 
charge and gi\on o yoar< Af^n after long Inlori'nl ot by 
tho Clnttoor Scanlons Ourt on another fahe ehari,® foe 
another f/ years 0 why have Hoc \yyamar' [Ur'ilirnin 
sub inspoctora of polira] Ir-comA to bad end i f Wlfm 
win these Pollccmoct bj abcli*»h J »Uu< fl r ?! i*f 1 )oqp 
ca cj wore all faro hut, fcr sYcat thio%ffi and roM r» iWo 
nre certainly And th® yolicc am DC's'i a jr to proto- 1 j.-i3pta 
afpdo^ them 
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" TcP, VOS there nro thieve'^ no doubt Tixenk God nnd 
mir gnjre, I bjivo projwrty and lands and caltlo My barvoat 
was oncQ stolen by tbioves, PohcQ man Iboro may bo, but 
tboy should Lo honest " 

'* did tbo Sub Inspector bring a false ob urge asainat 
you ” 1 a'^kud * * 

" Ho asked me for the imlch cow I b.id I told him I 
would gho m>6clf o^ my sen to biin as slave, but this was a 
calf boin .md brought up in my homo and I could not givo it 
away foi my life , and lie kept tho grudge and got mo m wboa 
thtiQ was a robbery somowhoiu " 

""Wbat is your tonu yot to bs done ? " 

“ T bavo eight months more and Ihroo ycai'S policar 
survoilanco ” 

“ So you bavo to bribe tbo poheoraon lot tbioo years to 
|teop out of 3 Ril again " 

“No, why should 1 bubo them ? I w’on’t. Let tho 
beggars watch me I am not going to steal sheep oi lob. 
I baVo lands and bouse and property by tbo grace of God. 
I bavo a plan to at-k tho Collector to give mo a book w heroin 
to take tbo poheoman's siguatuie so that they Siay not 
cheat me ” 

I 

He was not a bad barber and was proud of his cunning 
too " Why are such good Mahalhmas like you to do tapas 
here in this place meant for . thieves and robbers ? Won’t 
God help us ? I have now .spent 10 years of my life in 
prison, Sir, and I am going away in eight months ” 

The old man finished my head rathei m a huiry saying 
^ he bad lots of' people to attend to in the kitchen It was 
j necessary he should attend to the, men m the kitchen for it 
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is thero ho could beg got some more food to satisfy hli 
hungsr * 

This morning ray weight was taVen Ik was 93 lbs It 
was 104 on entry G lbs In nno month Is not a negligible 
doorease. The Sob-Assistant Sargoon looked ratbor pozslod 
and vory unwillingly made the entry on my ticVot 

One must admire the boanng of the chief warder Bhalk 
Modar Sahib Every jail warder and prisoner howovot 
they may dialtko him baa a wholesome fear of him In fact 
he seems to be the only oOloieDt roan In fcho ialL The other 
day ho saw mo sweep my cell and ho said Why do you do 
this ? Wbero n Narayaaasami U eonvlct waterman and 
ram of ell wort in thU block} ? Ho will do It for you I 
Spoke the nmal things obont dignity of labour and the great 
eoDvcnience of knowing to holp onoiaK He agreed and said 

why, I know and do every household work cooking sweep ^ 
rag, ole Tbli of coarse oonvlnwd toe that even groat ineu 
ought to do tho*iQ thmgi He goti a taUry of Efl 45 a 
mouth and dors not show mnoh oioaiM a. Bat falf boantis 
i» that of a High hallvo Stite oOloial 

—22. ilonJar — Tb3 Iloysl Ni'lt Bs iobinI 
from bod 1 * 0 A M Ytm loop all jrinr oot In tbo 

Trnndah and 8‘nna below for TO, Moioi'r to po'-t »loni! »wl 
ln,p»l hb inbiwt* »nd «U tbofr bolonrinsr ToU ttvH •>> 
opportunity for I'm ojU to bo flo-vro-l up I'loron hi, ,0 f«r >i 
I »m eonromod HI, Moiortr 1, no-ropjmcl by B U'llo 
nnd by tbo jiUor nnd tbo dopuly l»iHr Tbo XJ'pnlT JoUo' 
will ho Jailo durios <b« formor’a on baro /or a 

month and Iho non- Itopoty Jailor a .hort Ilratno.nl a 
'ypltalOmornmonl , arrant «ho b», oama fnnu maa o'tor 
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^’^1 also fotmed paifc ol the Eoyal suite “Are you all nglife ?” 
ffitiTly well, 'Thank you ' ’ ‘Nomoie boils? ’ ‘No’ "What about- 


’heothei thing ? ’’ Di LitMo helped His Majesty by adding’ 
Asthma ’ ‘ Yos it is there, but mild ’ ' Are you taking 

nedicine* for it or do you manage without it ^ ’ ‘ No, I don’t 

iake''medicine, I depend' simply on regulation of diet ’ ‘ Yos, 

't is liettei not to take medicine for it ’ I enqmrod if it were 
his instructions to^ lock me up day and mght in the solitary 
cell just like prisoners under special punishhaent He 
enquiied about 'the hours, and said it was his intention that 

we' should be allowed to lie out for 5 hours in the day, 6 to 8 

^ - 

and 10^ to 12 in the mormng and again to 6 m the 
evening This means about an hour and a half for each meal ^ 
and for the latrine and the washing of plates and washing 
and drying of towels and clothes, airing of bed, storing of 
-water, cleaning up of cell, etc I told him that' it was then' 
^uoh the same as the case of the special punishment pr'isoneis 
nEe answered ‘ No, they are supiioBed to be in most of the 

• ' ' r 

day ’ — whatever that might mean 

, The practice of keeping the condemned prisoners m 
solitary , cells the whole day, without work or recreation or 
any moral or spiritual ministration is an evil system ^ They 
"remain thus for some months on -account of the petitions sent 
■up' in the usual course to Government’, local and Indian 
IChe^ sodn loose the chastening effect of hearing the judicial 
'sentence pronounced and are left to their own brutal 
instincts The warders , do ‘not pay any attention to them 
^ except to see that they do not’ escape I haVe every reason 
to think that Some of them get into horrible ways The 
slanguage I hear from tlie block behind my cell, where one 
,jof'the men kep{/''ap'pears to be a masterful gallana, always 
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Tcseplog ap a coii7etBaUoii ■vtWh Ws feDow unJortxmatM In 
the other oellB in the blooh* leavea me no doobt in tbo matter 
I do not fofl Y7b}r they chonld not be nude to do lome 
work in the open idr daring the period of the pendency of 
tbelr appeali and poHtlont. The work may be light, it tbire 
Is any compunction about giving bard labour to a con 
demned man. It cannot be said that It Is too diffleult or 
riiky to let tbom havo the troodom neeesjory for work 
booauee tbo risk la taken with tbo same men when ouee 
their eentanoe la oommuted to transportation for Ufo or 
imprifonmeot for 20 year*. 

'Wrote some letters to be sent borne. I Imagine that 
the vagabond railway train, wbIsUes at U pasiw the Jail wall 
to raoek In a good humourod way at mr prison bars X 
Mppes. It U Mme I.vol otwrin* ne»r by 

Foot non soopat.tori bivo nmvil on. slmpl i 
Impilsonmant bnt with b»r fotlor. ttno.lorrri tron Itolloty 
thrw othoTS ol .rhom BimaW.bnoyT* on» 

Thoy b»T(i boon plooti In tbo olon prlwn oollod horo “PolJi 
GonjlOIEoo » big blook o( iln{lo colli Tbiy huo miJo op 
thoir mtidi to liot.to mo from orory ooo 

Abdol 'Wsb.b ol TIropntbor li horo M I fta from a 
polltlon Id wUloh aotoo ono h« aibcb lur an Inlarvluo' kUIi 
him Tho potltion ital bronght lor ongalry to (\i!l bio k by 
mistake 

21 1—22. Toesday —Non piycaen ol taxes Is on 

ia Oon or Dlitnct I bjar in Snn h Cinim olu IM^oVdloitco 
li going on inailn-r r-ayln Tamil .adn Tio Indorato 
I hear have mot In conloronM an>) Inenrov-I their dcmin-Ii 

noic lirl'y *>«''' 
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«ftcriGca timt bofort’. thonj autn n rlccp rut alon-^ 
’wb'cl^ lUcv ciUTioi Hxjt bo 

Tbo Supotint,‘‘t<li,n! fonn bonl on cabinfi rao into hon* 
pitnJ agnm W'liy, I cannot I mnst mabu it deal tohitn that 
i* jr. only a*! a punj'ibmcnt. I xoubI ux k) that vilaco to aleop 
atcon" the buii^ and chamber pot'i If )in tx: nnxiotn about 
iny I0S5 of troinht. I can tnho the e ciinn’ toinparntiiro for 
Htn better than tho coa^'ict uMandor or fhn compaundor and 
tvt b'lBt ra vroll as hiB Sub As3i‘^l.\nt Stirfiton 

SlvOilid up and down in Ih-* open lill rcnulatioii time 
8 V M . and "pin till B-t5 A M 

r*n58hod my mouthy letter to ovorjbmly Wo aio 
alloxv.td one Idtui r. month only So v?o ,nko oadi letter 
IjracticfsHy a budejOv of letters rddresiod to many po'-sonc and 
Eent il to the ofhco Ihniabcd Sundarahandam Wliat a 
beautiful book ' I romambor mv fntho'* Idling mo that 
people make para ya '"am of Sandaialvandatn, xvlion they pray 
tor the suocGSs of nnv entorprioo Will oui Sifca bo found in 
the A.soka Garden ? 

I have lust written to Dr Kajan that tho idea that much 
money has been ontrustad forSwadoai work to District Socro- 
tafios andothois and that If they go to prison evorythmg may 
go into confusion and bo lost, is a dangorous idea Money la a 
good thing but of ton it becomes a clog in tho wheel We may 
save the money and lose our ontorpnso 1 No, No, tho die is 
'Cast and wo must go on 

1 

W^e ought all to know that Swara] will not at once or 
think, even for a long time to come, ho 'better government or 
greater happiness foi the people Elections and their corrup- 
inons, m]U8tio6 and the power and cyranny of wealth and 
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ineffidenoy of admlnlitratlon wiU mako a hoU of life so soon 
a* freedom fe giren to xix Uoa wUI look rDBrotfolly back fo 
the old reeitM of compamave juatlco, and officiont pjacofal 
more or lose honest •dmlnUtratlon, Tho only tlung gained 
TTiU bo that aa a rt« we wiff bo 1 tt^*cd from dishonour and 
enbordmation Hope lie* only in nnlMiraal odaoation by 
wldch Tight conduct fear of god and lovo wfll bo doi,Tj opod 
among the citfxona from childhood. It is only if rre mooted 
in this, that Swaraj wIH mean happlnots. Othatwiio U will 
mean tho grinding injasliooa and tyranny of wealth WhAt a- 
beotffttl world it wonld bo, if o\T)rybody woro josi and Ood 
fearmg and roalfiod tho bappmoas ^of lovfoi, othert Tot 
tbero is mote praoHcal hopo for tho nllimaU) contnmmatlon 
‘f this ideal la India than olsowhere. 

Todays joke la an 1n\ltatton oanl from the CenUnl 
JollegoDey CommiHee for the 3S b January Itwa^very 
ind and nloo on somebody ■ part to have oont mo the card , 
nly addroiJcd to the Tellero Jail fn tho firat Imtanco, i r 
nowing that I was a oon'vdeJod prisoner 

Sj — 1“ 3^ Wednoiday — NldhanSlogb tho Slkb 
rho has unlortahnn tbo baWng of chappi lea fo all tho Slkhf 
long with Shofh Mahomtd Co^ro^' "Wotkor froto OH 
a^tah whido s tho chappitllos for ^Td Aalmani IjMo 
sent totbUbloo* on nss.'oont of ires 5 tfid 
Ibctr block I^idlian Singh coeghe b^lly bo^ wont take 
ho I i al insdlcljic They ato rcnsa'l it -1 lO the tnrralr b" 1 
lo* f'ot o go to Ibo klteben Th*\ono more <' 'wfol 

eooVs in all my lo^g tmuM s with n's’Vr pf atf ►ot't 
Thai c 1 t< cf a to bo bo'm evjts I e irn IW ^r 1'^’^ 
artists \b jy »e*m bom to l-^ whted at thefr wc *" 
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Havo not seon a more worthless or a more idiotio 
chattorbos then tho Wardor now au charge of this blqclr 
during Porumal’s temporary engagement in the kitchen 
Perumal of courso likes to bo "Warder in the kitclien whioh is 
tho Oaidon of Eden in the ]ail 

Spinning and translation of Socrates’ Defence. The 
Collector of Income tax is still pursuing mo He has sent a 
notice to fill up my sources of income I . 

It is a fine ait m cruelty to make the gangs of prisoners 
work in the jail gardens and produce all lands of nice vege> 
tables, but give them tamarind soup in which float only 
fibrous bits of stalk and loaves of radish all the year round. 
What happens to the other ithings that grow, whether it is 
lost among tho systematic lobbeiy of officials or sold for 
money to contractors and high officials I cannot 
tell There is a practice here of putting whole grain 
dholl instead of the usual huekod and cleaned dholl 
for the soup or Icolamhu It appears it is claimed to bo 
good for the prisoners’ health, but the men themselves 
complain that it is worse than horses’ food I fear the piaotica 
has arisen out of a desire for economy and not so much out 
of Original ideas of dietio hygiene > - 

t 

The Superintendent’s calculation that we have 5 hours 
-outside the cells daily is gmte wrong Most of the time dpring 
the three breaks is taken up by the eating and washing of 
dishes Keeping the cell door unlocked is by itself not much 
beyond satisfaction to the soul , it cannot bring in more fresh" 
air into the lungs or, give play to the muscles, unless one is 
given liime to move about To-day I found that my toast, and 
5 
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ffflk and tHfe bJvtfle wlf& the flfos take jatt ft few minntai l«n 
ttftD ftn hour and then there ftie the plfttet to ^rash ftod ifia 
/ enH doorto bo ImmedJfttely Bwapt out othorwUo more vermin 
ttf keep yern oompany 

Si&—1>—2S Thurftday -—My etomcoh has gone from on® 
axtremo to the other now Xostetd of oonvtip&tiotw I have 
&CM motfoiM and have to get op daring nights To ippQaJ 
to the doctor meatra probably change of diet and probably 
going into hospital So lot m© glvo a trial to nataro yoh 
Sjdnnlng more than before. 

The Bnporintondant with hi* two Sab Aeit Snrgoons 
oaHod at ray ooll to-day and enijalnd about my health. Ho 
yw eonocmed about my looso rootlone, and told Uie Bob 
Astt. to give 030 ft imall don of Usrooth. lie also ordered 
cair tomatoes to bo given mo. Qo told mo to make toraato 
^ sondTrlchef with bread and batter with a goitOr whieh 
raggoited that It Is a great dollooey with them. During (bt 
Calk with tbo Superlntendont th« Sab \ist gave a bcanttful 
story which I wish had bxo tmo, that I genefaUy tuToe 
from csnatlpfttlon but onoc In 2 or 0 days there U wath oat 
with loose motions This had oi eonrro to bo eeatradle r^ 
by mo. Tho ycung man Is so eager to ploan hia bwf Tte 
Snperlntendent has beoomo very nice and has ch%ng'4 'frem 
i& original royal Tctleencs loaotlro hcnn'o^cn t^'pfag of 
txmrso enough of the boTosuoratie (f*^llng to i\ o hi Pp*'tin 
from degcnorallnc In‘o r<>majon humanity 

The nmnslag Ta-vt of tlys csen was Uia p'filt* ut 
manner In which the little doctor went on Interrrj^Jn? In 
•iplanAtory way In Tamil what fba big doctor wa# 
me In EcfH^h, o^llo forcotllm; T loppcin ihst 1 I 
mideralfttiil EnglCih, i 
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erer in priton from ^hlah I laved so many oUontf of mine to- 
her delight and pride. 

These idle thonghta I ooonpiod myself with whlU 
getting over the hard breathing that Tvorriod me these day* 
in the oftomoons after my bath Though tho mgbtt sro 
froor I roo that my oonstitntioa has become woak acd has 
not been able to throw off the asthma — tho least exottlon 
brings it in a daytlmo 

N K. Vijayaraghavan has become tho diligent oonsal on 
bohalf of all of os jafl birds. He has just seat a nieo tb box 
with all shaving taolde. X eoe he Is sending a bottle of 
cocosQUt oil foe tho Zamhidar 

The Jailor who has gone on leave bai mislaid tho 
telogcom I Mot and tbo note forelovos and other (bingi whieb 
I wsnted boTjght for mo. 

How bo^oflfol sro tbo \*orfcs song by Pattstifttba 
njIiJnr over bis mother s body Tbo sadden ontbont of 
affeotfon in tho midst of the Item sscetisa of this greit man 
Is roraerkably boiotlfol end tho simpUcltj- of bti wsil got'' 
te tre bottom of fcomannatoro. The iymty of rsttanatbu 
PillflaT s poetry is tho slmpliclti of his style and ^o*ab3!^ry 
nehaswoNon his vorsM In ibotanirnire of tho man Inlh 
street How one wlaboi his po^iry embraced ottof 
bwidcs the ono thomo of his Mo and fonTv* tho vamty of Its 
tb^nl^» of the earth and the yfaroieg to cni with the 
Boprerao Being 

Saturday —At a HUfn after eight o rl-Ki Ui 
nhlt tberre was a ^al^dco illstuiKnce In tin rcrarJah 
I twardi the will oc«i/eJ by Ibn eordKnrrtd pri- rr tr arJ T 
hrfttd tbo doIbo of iX blows and ilckt IwasIbtUwU 
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VenkataBubbtyyi, called oy oeU and told roo that ho 
baa been put n the stoiea to assist tho Daputy Jailor That 
is a great promotion. 

Sartriar has coma baA from hospital He is very 
weak. Hfs diabetes la knooldog him dovro Jleharajagada 
Bamakrishnayya is I troderstaod doing woU In the close 
prison bloot, ’ 

Tho cotton from tho jail plents la so boantlfnl to spin 
Narayanaewami {a prlsopcr/or rofolving stolen proporty) 
yrho ia working aa watencan in IbU block) brooght mo a nice 
slher mado cl it and I fnlfbrd It with av^idity at onco 

I tmderattnd tho BoperlnUndtct objects to the lendlos 
of morothan ooo letter onclosod Ids covor as a flnglo Jotter I 
doD t think he is light In hIs iDtorpretetiom of uno letter lo 
moan that only one person tbooH be wilttiu td. Bat what 
does It matter He makes tho lulo and cosy i&te^ptkt It aa 
he likea. He has not boweror iDUrforid with the k tet I 
sent last In which I ha\'e eo losod ett era to Dr Itajan and 
Mebathaep and to Papa asd Ijikshml at Bangoon 

But for my stomach being in bad conJ t>on 1 dost 
tliink a prince could co]oy a bot^r brcaVfait than wh%t 1 
om gi^D and 8 ceu loaf of bread anerd by iny«lf atd cicjly 
toaitod 1 ot. of good resh but^r a fetr frerh Uimatiy’i a&l 
pint of milk withe cup of water heated over my Cirvile 
Tho meal Is a right royal one which should tcoj toy Mr 
qmto confeuied acd mthe me fai in a she 1 fmc Thp rav 
tomatoes Is enough to make toe Icrg to oa-ma t>»ct lo ihs 
\elIor« Jafl e^cn a fter T ata TtJeaatfd * _ 

J ott —XtUt * hmisytlh* trwtlp«c^lVo ta'wU-rj Ca 1 
1,^8 ta UllM'IrMi/air 71* Hil r Ic U 
tieWa t-n. 
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29 — 1 — 22 Sunday — Notice for the Executive Oommife- 
tee meeting of the Tamil ProNuncial CongresB CJommitee hae 
been sent to me and Sastnar They meet at Pantulu Iyer's 
house at Kumbakonam on Slst instant The subjects shot? 
a humdrum routine and no cavalry progress But I suppose 
nothing better can be done with a people whose daily com* 
cems and anxieties are all absorbing and to whom oountry;ic 
a mere connotation of^paoe for family activities 

Was weighed again this morning 98 lbs without my 
upper cloth and 99 lbs with it, i e , no change from the 1^ 
weighment Bread and butter and tomatoes seems now lo 
be given to many of oui fnends The one thing we wadi ie ' 
curd or good butteimilk to which having got used all throu^ 
life our stomaches rebel now against the privation and gefe 
irntated with other diet 

My breakfast (bread, bntte^, tomatoes and milk) takee 
full one hour, the eating alone, 12 to 1 p m It is easy 
gulp down rice and curry but to get through tough dry toast 
(which I am asked to take cold) is a low and tsdious b i = - 
ness However if one does not mind the time, there can be 
" no complaint that it is not a full breakfast 

Pinished lUarayiyal in Kural 

Did Sooratsa to day My loose motions have n<A 
stopped The Sub-Assistant Surgeon forgot to send the 
powders for my stomach both yesterday and to-day 

30 — 1 — 22 — Worse last mght The Sub Assistant Sur- 
geon caine at about 10 in the mght and brought the powdec. 
He does not know that arrowroot conjee is a good astringent 
diet for loose bowels One of my neighbours was executed, 
early this mormng, a sturdy young fellow 
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I happened to be In the Jailor i offioe thl« morning to 
llgn for tome purohasefl made for roe ont of my money 1 
iound him in o rtafca of fury storming and fuming against two 
non-co^peratori who eomplained about the coodaot of a 
convict warder who had poshed down and injorod an old 
mam a fellow pnaonor (net a non-oo^paratcr) Who are 
yon to interfere In these mallora (?)" him in the distant 

ceil wnd teach him a aound leeton ** They were qniet for 
some days they are np again and so on be was ejaculating 
from hla ohalr The two non'oo^peratora thus addressed 
^ere In the vorandah. Then the Jailor went oat and betfore 
my eyoa in the proaonoo of nnmoroni people witbont proro- 
eatfon and In a barbarons d aonor began hitting one of 
them (Subha Bao one of the most gtilJeless and ardent of 
Batyagnhii that I have ov'or ibet) in tho face and cbeoht and 
losing hifi tomper moro and more lot blm^U go tboronghly 
H’c then roturnod to hla room and sat don-n m his ohalrt D<«r 
n hi was seated- Everybody present was np^t by thfi 
pubtie and Indoeent oondnoL 

Tho Jailor then began to Toeorer bfmself and ioein*d to 
roaliso tho fooUihnota of his oooduet Them was not tmich 
ropontenco bnt there was fear that his off nw had been 
wltneuod by one loo many Ho appoalod to me about tho 
unnoceisary Inlorforooce of tho man in otlior peoples affairs 
that they had to maintain diidpllns In jalh that rough 
handling of priaonert was necessary and toon I Md him 
1 did not mind ell that but bla conduct In ai anltlw* the 
yonne scan was wrong and bj shonld havo 

witnessed It imd I do not wish ih^ mat or to fo op bs 
notnblod I CAlled In 6ubba R»o wfco rait-* abd burs^rtg 
into ttoar* said — ” I ilnewly tell you 1 do ro wln-l yc=r 
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boalin;? mo or klckinfi mo Pray God blosa you. ' I could not 
bear fco eco a follow prisonoi treated brutally by tho convict 
warder I am pleased so much that I am receiving blows on 
that account I am only sorry you did not beat mo more” 
A warder, a young fellow put on office duty to help tho 
remission dork, began sobbing for sheer sympathy Then tho 
Jailor said “ I am sorrv for what I did Tl ose who know 
tho brutality that is attained by a not ovorsorupulous officer 
in a ]ail holding 2,000 convicts of all kinds can realise tho 
moral achiovomont of such a statement coming from his 
mouth in tho prosonco of many offioials and others Subba 
Eao continued haranguing in tho same ©train as before and 
no one dared interrupt him. Then a warder told him, " Now 
that ho has bogged pardon let itend, ploaso go ’* Tbo matter I 
thought ended there when I camo away 

I look my breakfast and was cleaning mycell floor of 
.the broad crumbs when the Jailor put in bis appearance and 
requested mo to go to the closo prison as all of them had 
refused to take their food This was tho first tima such an 
appeal for non oflQcial interferonce was made I asked if it 
was necessary I should go He said yea I went accordingly 
and found a determined body of people who said they had 
resolved to appeal to God and to abstain from their noon day 
meal A Sikh prisoner had joined them who said vengeance 
was the law I told him he belonged to a different school of 
thought from us and that I would talk to him separately on 
the subject of vengeance After a prolonged discussion,' I was 
able to convince most of the men that they ought not to 
, exhibit any expressions of dissatisfaction with their lot, 
‘.either by words or deeds such as hunger striking The rest 

' said they were not convrnoed bat agreed to follow my advice ' 

, * 

r T ^ 
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bootote I gkTo [t The Sikh pntoder was the fink to tar 
that the? thotild aocaok my ^rd A. MuisalmaQ who war 
at firet terribly oppotod to all Ideas of torrcnder aftorwardt 
folly agreed with me and helped ma a great deal So also 
Abdol Badiha of Vellore helped mnoh They all finally lak 
down for breakfast at half past two to tbo deUght of every 
body and I thanked them and camo bank. The tlallor was 
outside and was greatly roUovod 

There la no doobt the Jailor was In terrible fear of tbo 
ooniccioeneo of bit thonghtleu action In pulUoly beating 
Sobba Bao and did not want tbo atrike to rraoh the car* of 
the Soperlntondent Ills appeal for my Jntorfereooo was 
tbetflfore In their self interest Bot tbo prestfgo of tbs Jail 
OfBdal was khoroagbly broken by the Incident aod my going 
Into tbo elose prison and coming ont was evidSDlly taken by 
the whole J^l at a triomph for ** Swadeil ” Bwadeil -both 
adjretivB and ootio If a term applied by the ordinary prlfonen 
to all non oo-operator prisonorr. 

Vo do great loiory to the movemrnt and impede Iti 
prograii hy doing anything which will make the worU 
imagine that prItOD'iife it bard Wo base come for a great 
canse on wbiob we fball eonccnirate onr tbouibti and c?orii 
and not fritter tbom away lo tbs refoim of Jail alslalt 
tratlon aod tbo porificatfaQ of sabordioate cClc'al** lly oar 
itroggllng over these matter* ws civort tbs atunlleo of tbo 
BOttCTol pabllo alw Into tbemlnot chann \a duTing a eritltal 
period In tbo mo^emoot Agalo wa give taUtfaHloa to Ibote 
who treat ns crarlly by cxbiblllng symptom* of palm fTaw 
many bondreds of cciamen Iht same 

rtaUatBt as li aoco*dcd to ns U net irons May ws who c al 
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to be better than these priEloners show comparative wealmeBS ? ' 
lather, should we prove to have greater strength to bear 
was glad I had an opportunity to go to the close prison where 
saw quite a crowd of fine young non co operators mcludingone 
from Bellary underg^oing simple imprieonment but having bar 
fetters Latterly he got freed from the fetters. along with the' 
others and became the most persevering and best'Spinnenn thO' 

Jail He bad been a ]ail warder himself before he became a non- - 

\ 

co-operator I undeistand that all the prisoners undergoing 
rigoioua imprisonmeiib in the close prison aie made to carry 
, their night pots [chatties without lids] from their cells ever 3 r- 
mofning to the opposite corner of the jail grounds, a distance 
of about a fuilong They have to do this mostly in a hurry 
and it is a feat to cany them all the way without spilhng 
the contents over themselves FurtVer .they have no facilities 
for batbiDg' The cariying of night soil is generally felt to be 
work of a degrading nature and to make bigh-caste political 
prieon’ers do it as a form of cruelty which if* deliberately- 
intended has a finesse' worthy of admiration It is impossi- 
ble to see what grounds there could be for putting so many- 
of the pohtical prisoners in the close prison and subject them 
to this if it is' a discipline specially ordered for that place^. 
The close prishn is intended for the dangerous or recaloitiant 
convicts of the worst type Apparently th' il officials place 
the political prisoners, some of them even simple term men 
in that category not because they . a danger to Govern 
ment ,but because they liy to expose the corruptiocs and' 
cruelties of jail administration 

31 — 1 — 22 Tuf sday • — Barrister Lakshminarayana and 
Narasimhachariar were observed cariying nnne pots along^ 
the road in front of our cells They are not in th close prison-. 
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^Irat 5rQ in bloci; I and aro ondars^S flmplo tarmf Tfaa 
appear to have fiaken to earryfng their poff ai a proiea 
a^lnat the ihaolt and inoonvenlecea dalibsrately Imposed oi 
Ihe /cieDdi In the oloae prlaon. 

The Bnpecintandent appean to have ipoken very hanhl; 
io Mr Ohondhacf whote health wai very bad when hi 
oofflplalned that no ade^aate attention was bolo^ paid to It 
^He said “ Ihe remedy it In yonr own handi Toti can filvt 
leecarfty and go We don't mind if yon looie wolgbl or 
die in iall"' This was the tnbitanoe of what as reported 
to mo. had boon said ^ Ibo Saperlntendfint This might not 
bo elvihsatlon or hamanlty bofc it li the natural attitude o( 
enemies at tboir wits end and we shonld not bj worried 
over it Tbo faet Is that the dls iDolleo betwocn rolllloeil 
pdaonert and moral dogooerates is a dUtlnotloa no aoder 
stood by tbo ladles Boresonraey and maeb lets by the /odlaa 
jail ofnolals The lall code knows no roeb diitinetloos, Spo* 
oial InatmotioDs are eleatle and vary with the temper of tbe 
oBkiMlt iifuiae them »ud tbo »g9att ee sail/ ctr/yioT the® 
oat Tbore Is some regno stmie of dUtlootkia In tbe ea<e of 
simple term moo bat the finest amoog at ali are perhaps 
those andergoiag Hgoroas foprrsooraent Uhetber It itt 
simple or rigoroui term io many eawa depeoda only on the 
whim and fenoy of the partlcnUr mikl^ rn-a, TboM oodtr 
going rlgortmi Ifoprlsaamoat are not ordlo^rlly /ool^^I cpJn 
as polities! priionere a* alt by the Jalt oujUle, The rolllt -J 
charactor of the priioner Is recofiaisM only ai an aJJitlooal 
-evil and not at raarkiog oal thf ab«93oe cf coral dtprathy 

now false are ail the argomants abonl hbjjrcrs d'lv 

brary work needing a drink cfUqflor In the TH 
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mendaoiiy of the apologies and pleas of government ofiBolals 
and departments in this matter is proved by the rigid and 
successful enforcement of government rules totally prohibit- 
ing liquor m jails v?here such heavy work is extracted fiom 
prisoners without* detriment to health or slackening of 
efiSciency I remember once I heard a missionary talking of 
the need for the poor scavenger to get over the smell and 
offence of his profession, by taking a drink All this is bosh^ I" 
see here scavengers, doing tbeir work beautifully and in perfect 
condition of body and nerves without any liquor to console 
Ilham The whole case of those who plead for moderate 
drink as opposed^ to prohibition can be exploded by showing 
them the conditions obtaining in Government Jails Jail 
discipline is a triumphant proof on behalf of prohibition as 
well as vegetariamem Subba Eao came to my cell this morning: 
to tell me that the Jailor is really repentent and requesting 
me to see that the assault on him may not reach the press 
It IS a wonderful sight to see him thus sincerely labouring to ■ 
save the man who assaulted and insulted him in public Ha 
says and I quite believe it, that Providence brought about the 
incident so that’ it may change the Jailor’s heart How 
beautiful is- the path of charity and love, when once we 
'gather wisdom' and strength to w&lk on it, rejecting thb 
temptations of the way of anger and of what passes for 
manliness and sternness 

’ 1 — 2-^22 Wednesday —Three others of our friends from 

Block 1 took their turn at the night /pots to-day I saw 
them bravely marching along the road in front of my block 
with the big chatties on their shoulders, their pots are' big^- 
being the common waid pots and not the small ones kepi izl 
< single cells ' , “ 
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I tmderstftiid tUi volimUiraet on Ihe p:»rt of tbs limpto 
leim noa-ocHoperakon of l«l blool; w»i Ukon lo the notloo 
of tho Priion King ind fas lafd ' L-it Iham tako. don 6 proront 
(horn " So. fas proposot bo aUoi? kfaom lo go on that aad 
does not ms«Q to alter the oooditioos prevalhag in (fas oloM 
j)xisoQ wfaoro (ho rigorout (snn moQ are oonGned 

I ifaoagfafi long m to why thlsSstTasraliA on (fas part o' 
Mr L^ksfamlnarayana and oibon craatod angur and self ttIII 
In (fas opposite party and not that ofTaot whloh Satyagmfas 
malt immediately prodass. After tomotlmo I was moro 
than over sonWnoed by tfalt appsroot fallnro that tho 
law of lovo and anffering eanoot ba wrong Wo often 
make errors la onr oxporlmeats We might ai well think 
that a baloon going op fn tbo air ditproves the law 
of gravity There fflnit be ismaadmlrtnre of aegaf orotfair 
imparity in this otfaerwlie brave aot of Mr LnkJhmlDarayaiu 
and Ms frleads, whiob prodaosd aogor and brotaUty os Ibo 
part of man on whom 1) was Intended 'o prodoco ootopnno 
tion. The pnreat determlnatioo and froodom from a\l ataJa 
of anger on onr partis oooostary to prodaoo the btsatlfol 
oUeoU of tnlTodag and I>vo Tbs bomta toaUa a tlellsite 
moofaaniim and Its troridagJ are as perfect and aeeorate a^ 
that of any oloc*riflaI majhlns However if what hai been 
began io a fit of angry determlaatlea ii peralit^J in by oar 
ftJezaii ihoddlog the dirt of auger as tb-jy ga on arjl dol h 
for the fake of pare tymptlby for Ibo a on wh^n Injojifee 
and oroolty If ImpciJoJ. I am eorUtn orea tbo p Uon olj-'ift 
bmliUty wUl fas cja'jas'tfl W li fjf tbi 

pnrpoM of pmdedog a seaiatloa ly dfl'T-jnitratloa or 
protest and briciglo? to tbs nollss of tbi pih fe of ibo b^bor 
officials of Ifat Oevemm 3 at.llra crotlly ImpoJ 1 by lbs V aUcre 
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all Suporintendont, then ife is not Satyagrahu ojr aon-ragia- 
\noo but only another form of the old method £^jt^ti,oa-r"^ 
my succeed in putting the evil down or it may^not^^jiitd 
opands on the comparative strength of force on either side 
,nd not on the comparative strenth of good and evil Thes 
bsorvations of mine I hope do not mislead any one to think tha 
do not apprecinto the bravery of the self-imposed suffcnn 
mdertaken by Lakshminarayana' and other friends On th 
ither hand, I wish so much, that all our people had been s 

t 

ensitiva to injustice and wrong and so courageous in suffei 
ng as these friends If this had bean oui fortune, our strengtl 
vould have ended in victory long ago 


The un-ofiScial Jail Gaaette brings news of a meeting dif 
persed by fire somewhere in Guntur Distriot at the point c 
ihe^nfle Sis persons killed and 30 injured 


How'eweet is the whistle of the tram every night afte 
lock up Perhaps it is because it is the only voice from oui 
nde world that directly leaches my cel) 


This morning, the mnsio of pipes woke me up with i 

> I 

sweetTJdayaragam There is a wadding m the Jailor’s house 
One won’t believe it, but my^time in the jail is quite ful 
and I am as busy and pressed for me, as I was outside 
The fact is that my health is so poor that I am easil; 
fatigued and need a great deal more sleep and rest thai 
others, and consequently can turn out biut little work. Heri 
are samples' of my occupation on tw‘o days ■' 

Eosoat'5-30A M, Prayer Made up my bail -Washed 
ray teeth, strolled in the open, morning food, cleaned spittoon, 
cell floor, brought water and sat down to spin at 7-20 A K 
Spinning till 8-40 A M Head Pattanathu'Pillaiar for an hour 
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ftod did Soontefl for iO miDatot. Wftsb«d mf htodiiod fffofr 
tod bad my meal At 11 30 tat do^ eplantog UH 1245 
closo^ and roil till 1 r M RobJofon Cmsm till 2-30 Spinning 
till 345 Balb pnl cp olotbca to dry SbaNcd ond ovenlnc 
tneil at 5>10 Wa*died diebea oIoto got In tbo olotbof, 
end TTit^r nnd made mjr bt*d C-30 T it Pniyora till 7 r M 
Boid Kural and Blblo atd rotlrod at 8>15 7M 

Another day — Prayer washed teeth Morning food 
•troU, cleaned epUtoon and brooght vatar 7 10 V. M 
BplnoirE till 8 30 'Wroto a polUlon for a condemned 
priaoner till 10 ajj Pattaoatbu Plllalar till 11 A U 
Breakfai wa<h''d dhbe^ eta and rcit Ull 13 45 P U 
Sorato^ till 2 10 PM Diary and aplnnlnp till 3 15 VM 
and WiSn* for batb Took op Boblnsoo Cni m at 1 30 
at 4 15 cvcniog meal and wathed dlabcf elaroed np 
Qeor and aat onl in tbo open tlU 0 r Prayer, Knral 
Bible acd IVPanatba Filial lleUrtd S-IO PJiL 

1 c, mio resd or «pln more than wbnt 1 have indiented 
ehaie In fac* wba* I do ft ap to Ilia point of fitlfiao It 
will bi o that my readlnc hai bo3D all devolional 
Boblru^n 0 vrio nacnpled much c( time when I came Into 
jail Tl cn I pot it by for a lone whllo It Tfa» only ycjterday 
I towk 1 ut a^alo It \i oo le»t devo local than lUe other 
b';ck« which make up my reading 

2 2 J3 Tfanridar— I *» told by Ibe Jailor that the 
B perin^ndrnt li obitlnatn about the ciinf pct> of lha ebio 
l-tfvm ir-Hinwblle XfabomM TlQiii^n with 3 olbert earrieJ 
lie pits cf a Ir* TUoek thU tnorcletj Bo they are krtploC 
0 op B 

!.»t* *' * Cmtnl CoHr-o Pay CtmiJth»*« th* IHirt^or* 
ft Ir’lin lark hal Ibe eourt^y tn t cmalnd with 
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humour perhaps] of inviting me to a function of theirs on 
4th February, addressing the oaid care of the Jail Superin- 
tendent Sir P !Theagara]a is unveiling a portrait of a 
founder of the Bank [M Adinarayanayya] and opening an 
‘ Economic-hbrary’ 

Took up Eobinson Orusoe again after a long while 
What a beautiful book It seems a number politicals about 10 
have come in to-day 

3-2-22 Friday — Drafted a petition for a condemned 
prisoner, who was* defended unsuccessfully by my junior 
when at the bai, Mr K, Narasimha Iyengar The jail 
office should draft and send this petition and I thought I 

f * 

could amuse myself with the work 

, As I, am engaged m spinning, the thought strikes me 
that perhaps many friends if they saw me would wonder 
how I could thus waste my time over woik which giils and 
ilhte^ate persons may well do, but which surely is not meant 
for men with brains and a high degree of education There 
are so many books I have not read If I kept reading them 
no one wonld accuse me of mis-spending my time However, 
when one seriously considers the matter, one must oonae 
to this conclusion That at a time of life when you know 
for certain, that adfiitional learning will only make you 
die more leavned, and not serve to enable you further to 

do anything useful to mankind, or to correct yourself m 

( 

character in any new manner not hitherto vouchsafed to 
you, it 13 a mere ^elf-indalgence and folly to be reading books is 
yon can spend that time in producing or doing something 
useful to man Under the circnmqtn.nenpi helnmu tn urndnee 



a yard of cJo»Ij or a handfal of food fi a much moro morl 
toHon^ and proper thoagh lUitorato’ act than toerely to 
aeqalre kao^rlpdga which yoa know will bo rtonlc and pais 
ST'ay wl*h yon when yoa tay your aooount down to pan 
away in imokc and dost Tboaa who read or e?n\crfoor 
think fn order to jroftice aoinething new and lawo ft to 
tnaoklnd for what it is worthi ba\o good reaion lo to spend 
their tima Hut why ihonld I who eanno( compoio any 
Song poom or book or othorwita add to tho world • atook of 
knowlcdgo or zsantal or moral matorjah keep reading and 
rmding for ever limpiy booanio it is tbs habit of tho 
edneated elan, when lean spin lomi yam and add to tbo 
cLT*biag Drodeeod in oar eoaairr Mental eztreftee osgbl to 
bi intended for the derotopment of one e loal whieh we 
betiere to be immortal ani to perfect wbieh we ihoold 
always exert or fo add to tho world s stock of knowfedge 
olberrlio tbpy are more self lnilo!?once like overeating or 



' summoned to the Tower [This is the name for the Prison 
Hmg’s palace, a throe storied building m the centre of the 
_ Jail grounds] Men aie acting without leader or policy 
This 13 a pity 'On one side the Ist Block friends who aie 
not asked to cairy the pots are carrying them for Satyagraha, 
fOn the othei hand the close piison people foi whose sake 
this Satygiaha was taken up, aie acting in the opposite 
■direction. 

My cough IS persisting and gives cao sleepless nights I 
fear I must give up the tomaboss and allow my stomach bo 
take care of itself, and save my lungs and my sleep 

1 Poor Nidhan Singh, the indefatigable, dCooious, biava and 

/ 

patriotic Sikh Prisoner, who makes choppati for all his peo- 

pie has been coughing badly and has finally gone to hospical 

/ 

A few minutes eftei I wrote this, the Jailor [who by the 
way is in uniform and busy ih the ]ail inepite of the, wedding 
■in his house] came to me in the cell and oompiainod about the 
close pnson people having struck in lespecb of fche urine pots 
"Ho told me all kinds of'tbicge which being mixed up with 
great many variations from 'm^hs were unintelligib'e to me 
Hh said that some of the nngleadeis wove going to bo flogged 
and some pub down for heavy work, ragi-giindmg, water 
pump and oilpresa “ Vary well ” I said He nad thought 
.apparently that the announcement would frighten me He 
then told me he had spoken to the Superlntendanb about my 
visit to the close prison on Monday last, about his having 
assaulted Subba Rao and my being present at the time etc Of 
oouise he must, have given a very garbled account It is no 
wonder if a man loses all regard for truthfulness in oouraa 
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ot B Icme otrmlBl 1»« In ’rhl'* •>« '» P"* ^ 

,na in which h« Enai a aitrrtarf for tnith a very bandy 
weapon lo proloci htoeelf wllh Ha inecntta 
ar-tk to the men ana ahraaao thicn from thole rorildtianb 
ecnanot. Im)-. II wai ench dnlilnfi lo »rc>k lo them on tho 

inbloct ina 10 look adrantoEo of hlo propoial I did nob 
wish to 6« Ihoraab thodanora offleo aa 1 would ha looked 
upon aincaiatoronlli behall If ho would lend thorn to 
ray cell I laid I would flidly talk to tUcra. Ho acrecd to 
artaufo for thie but I doch* very much if ho would has o tho 
courapo to propoioit to hfa floperlolcndcnt 

I am very eony for the Iloa which the men ba\o taken 
How can wo ilfblly ohiecl lo dome any work that mlfht bo 
Irapoeed on tu ai priicuan it wo earnot lay that It la an 
immoral or Irrellrlona act that It dimandod of ui Wo 
ihouH hardly aeieo to fo to ptlion If wo eared for 
■orb Ihliip lo cur etrufflo. If woiUoc with dirt and 
Ellh li irapoard cn ua by pcremirenl can wo complain? 
Iim It iber pul ua down for r»n*ral Irivenplrp 
work we thoolJ do It It la om) Ihicp lor tho Govern 
m r to Crnl lit dutlea towardt prlrorera convlet^l for 
pel t'-il cfcocot at dlatlopultbrd tram rrlircr lovoUlop 
roTat ti rihcde a*d r;oIto arcther lllre forutloelalm 
trcl n Irralraecr or to itiiko cr offer dnohrdlrrm In refpeet 
et tt h elalrcr It It Ihi doty i f elvll id Goveicraenta to 
t‘ »• t I rry t< t It It <n tur |ttt a wialrrtt t td a hi-o 
lir^ ear l-iTal t« lllnk cl clitl-h— i-rh ter teer n u h 
p 1 1- itcw ffH In Old r that I i farr"ri cat I j it ewo 
Itlr'tatted It t* r* e Intl-altty rrtrrrpe'-Jf to wfcleh 
tva « It to dety Ir hry tat to tl o ft ’■titty lert^re Ir e 10 
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considered a vice All the ordinary ligorous uarm prisoners 
in fehe close prison carry their pots, why should we not do it 
when we are suffering the same kind of punishment ? .It 
may be that the punishment is wrongly imposed on us, 
but that is not our conoarn when we are out voluntarily to 
seek unjust punishment and taka it without defenoa or plea 
of mitigation Government may not only imprison us hut 
unjustly put us in dungeons and irons and impose every labor- 
ious or duty task on us, yet we must accept tha’pumshment. 
We would be shown in a poor light indeed if we are under- 
stood by the world to object to and to stiuggla against clean- 
ing or carrying our own urine pots because it is degrading 
woik fit only for certain classes of men and not for us Satya- 
graha has been famous for its votaries 'Scavenging for 
themselves and we would not .deserve to go under our leader’s 
flag if we fought to be relieved from such work. 

> 

5 — 2 — 22 Sunday -rThe Jailor came this morning and 
told me the state of affairs regarding the non co-operator 
prisoners Some of them were put on heavy work far beyond 
their capacity and five having theieupon refused to .do the 
work, have been given bar fetters Pots are not given over- 
night to the men who_ refuse to carry them nest mormng. 

, Many of them had consequently dirtied their, calls He asked 
me whethei I would go and apeak to them I went and had 
a long talk with them I told them mostly the substance of 
the thoughts I noted above and that we should accept, every 
barbarity and cruelty imposed on us Most of them agreed, 
but some especially those whose temper had been completely 
' upset by the harshness and ill-treatment imposed on them 
stoutly refused to “ oo-opeiate ” even to the extent of 
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nbrnlttiog to jail lolei ood ordort and Bay they 
ntiror bnns down tho wontt poaiihmont on tbemtelvee than 
nhisit to tbo cnetUof and iodigiutiei They wooB earry 
the priociploa o( non co'oporation ovrn Inilde tho jail patos 
On onr way back from fiho cloto prlaon tho jailor and I bailed 
Mr Mhi‘htclnarayana at Block 1 «tom tho tTuhogi and roon 
tbo otben In that pUeo camo np alro Mr Ltktbmlaamyaaa 
Wat po«lti\« and dotcrmlnod that they thoald letd an aotlvQ 
campaign cf paa*l\fl rafltf/*nce in ro«pic* of tbo barbaront 
krealoent mated oat to tbo non ooporator prisonan IIo 
OTon ophraided me for wba*^ho cooildemd waalndilToroaco and 
pa^ilMtyoQ my pirt in regard to tbo ma tor I eoold no ooo 
vinee bim or diango hit aktltudo 8omd wote with mo porhapt 
only one Mr Bririvaran tiu. rnt were iDslioad to tnpport 
Mr I akaamioarayini inetadlng e%m Mabcmed Hot ain 
wbo I bad hoped wooU t>o with cne entirely I eannok hot 
admire tbeic UrcencM of beact and their ruadtnoit to aader 
go the hatdibipa of a cocro ttror^it iniidt jiil ag^lnit 
Hee and oroelty and 1 wa« arguiog actiott the Iniltnatioot 
<{ my own cmatioof But I lc«l i rook.ly that tht^ir omluck 
la Jeadlnf thrm-eWra atd o bora Ir o Loprl emfuaion 
cf tniral and eondcct The naio i.rlcctilc^ of conduct In jail 
lm;«ond I y oor toovement •* cold no !*« diilai! r-d by me 
IdtiJ \ a T hy m th^mi Irc^ R'> jenod to tny 

rrll »M ta 1 o y ttirr ft iJ late no atoiopt <A all tU* an J 
«.:a a <vl teat; a ot c Itl GoA twit t' atA ciy i taytna ae^t 
tat t’ -'fht fit ihJi W puaitb nt ul n cgniunoo c* mbvd 
V ck ml to cay a‘o*Ttl a H> In rc-iw orrf t *l 
heraar B -A wbai w»a t- jti’ ilrail g w i i * 
a* ' ^ a'l-k, t I r t la era Itir an I Sant nh i ^rl we » 
ti- cttc tb** r aU r ac»in an ! 
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desired a fresh talk with me Sometime afterwards, I 
understand the Superintendent sent foi Mr Narasimma 
ohariar and the Jailor related everything that happened to 
the Superintendent, who thereupon talked o\ er the matter 
to Narasimhachar The Superintendent appeared to have 
been in a very good mood, asked Narasimhachan whether 
they could not come to a definite understanding saying that 
he was unwilling to be needlessly cruel oi severe Narasimha- 
chariar told the Supenntondent that he would like to consult 
me and some people from the close prison and give^^n 
answer The Superintendent appears to have told the Jailor 
that he would speak to me aboPt this to morrow 'In ^the 
meanwhile I asked the Jailor to allow mo to meet the Jst 
Block friends again This was done We had a very 
'pleasant meeting in my cell all to ourselves without any, jail 
official intervomng All of ns agreed as to the course we 
should adopt except Mr Labshminaiayana, that we should 
advise the close prison friends to remove their pots if asked. 
We should on the other baud also recommend to the 
Superintendent humane treatment of the non-co'operatoi: 
prisiiners 

t:* 

7—2 — 22 Tuesday — Yesterday was a busy day The 
Superintendent asked me to meet all the^ non-co-operatora 
and make proposals so that there may be a better under- 
standing on both Bides He sard some things bad been, 
done by bim which were undoubtedly wrong and so also 
on the side of non-co-oparators some wrong things had 
been done, that neither side’s wrong was an excuse for the 
other, and that he was willing if wo would help, to begm a 
' fresh page He appeared quite smcere He said he had received 
just that day an order from the Government instructing hinj 



to treat tbo political prlfonort In • dlffaront way from 
ordinary prisoners and bow that bfl power* to defferco 
Hate ho wfi* not going to bo cmel or nordlenly banb Wo 
aecordioRly had a Conforonco in front of my coll In the aftor 
noon. At fir*l there was groat diffloolly In prooeodlni An 
angry slate of mind prodnoed by bad trealroant, ID dlgoited 
dlcaf regarding the principles of the moroment. and mahul 
mle*njrt or want of Imrt all oontribntod to this dldlcrally 
Mr Lakihmlnarayana did not Hgbton the talk when he 
began rdlh a statement that bo fnlly inpportod the efforti 
of onr friends In the oloeo ptiion to offer civil dlfobedlonoo 
to Jill ropoUtlons After lonwllmo however wo came to 
unaoimooi ecnclailcn* Tbo carryloE of orloe pot* was stonllr 
objectod to on groaodi of religions wmploi by only onOt 
whieb nombor Goalty Itwreaaed to sli- So we reioUed to 
toll tbo Saporintondoot that this sboiild not bo Inslited on 
Vi6 also resolved to atk tbo Soperlnlandent to cancel tha 
bca\y tasks Imposed at puolsbmeflti for nat oarryJog tbo 
po*s acd ibo fo tars Impoac-da* ponlsbrnant for not coping 
with lha heavy work thus gHoo A\e alw bad a namhar of 
0 her thin s lo lo'l ecch as clolbs below knaei for Maiial 
matu doficc pfoyrr time, atme nnxnbor of In^rvliw# and 
Uttori to njoroai as lo dmplo tarto prlsoeofS dally bath 
faalitl'‘3 fur rigercos prlaonort #oparali fcooklof* faclUlIor 
for AtlLra prltanar* oasef whom Is wllHoi to cook ct'’ I 
IL Q explain'd to iL're the ebaeg>al attllolaof Ihoflsr^riB 
l<e»' 1 a*“ 1 thf r*-d for e bettsf fselind 03 oof p*tl as wsjl 

Tl 1« was U-lter Irt J 11 jx*i I lu 1 cirw! 1 from the iptril 
wLlij Ibay hiU'-orro at the ojficl I toll tbsm that Mf 
rc*- Is** st ill he ST*b that Cofsramsnt shml 1 baro not the 
»a fcoo-cxpcfatcr* ffl fall II steal t 
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have BO aBsiofcios about us escopfc to provide us with 
food and space Abdul "Wahab of Tirupathur and 
Kamaknelmayya of Maharajagada, I was sony to see, bad 
lost tboir boanngs on account of the tnals to which the men 
had been exposed They are such fine non-co operators So 
it was a pity that they should bo upset and talk and 
act Id a manner inconsistent with the original plans and 
limitations of ,our movement However, everything ended 
well, as stated above I* saw the Supenntendent and handed 
him a Memorandum of our Conference proceedings He re- 
adily agreed to every pioposal and carried out at once the 
cancellation of punishments and heavy tasks, and what is 
more removed all the non-co-operators out of the close prison 
and placed them altogether, rigorous and simple into the 1st 
Block, a consummation which Mr Lakshminarayana and 
othei fnends in that block mnst feel to be the very maximum 
of their desire in the matter 

I had eveiy leason to be thankful to God for the way 

t * ^ 

in which this little tempest was stilled and I offered humble 
and thankful prayers 

These events which ended so happily have however 
made 'it -clear to me that many of our fr^enda have not yet , 
raahaed their weakness An honest and deep examination of 
the conduct of our fnends would show that' they weie unable 
at a certain point to bear the troubles imposed on them by 

Government and were.tiying to find relief in the excitement 

-- 

. of a conflict and fresh punishment It is no use deceiving 
ourselves by praises such as self-respect, indignities etc It 
is difficult ior me to understand a state of mind which makes 
one refuse to carry one’s own night pot as anything but a 
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broikdo'TQ oi cmo s DOD'OO'Oporating atroogtb Ik Ii awn 
more difljiralt not to too the woAkoota that larks in kbo 
atkempk to court other puolihments rather than work at 
bard tasks imposed on Ik is ilmpovihlo to eondder It as 
proper Sitysgraba to complain oboul bar fotters put on ns 
It m»koi DO difTerence bocan^o the lafferor docs not 
compUio and ovoQ ntters brmx'O words about II bimrolf hut 
otbers who are tKil given kbe /ottors fret to *oo their 
fellow prisoners In bar fcttera« end odor to do this and that 
la order to briog about ponlabmoDl on thrmsolrei also Tho 
method la no doubt doq \'ioIoQk and in tho lino with Satya 
gnha« but tho obioet In trubttsnco !<• tho rcoeoral of our 
(rlendi bar fe ters which t« locoutiitoot with onr original 
phn and determbaiiMt to arcopi fudorin ! whbout comphlo^ 
It is rain to deceive ourselves by tfo Idaa that the punish 
raerU being groi ly unjust wo bare a rigb* to pu an cd 1 to 
ttern by relf'SadffrlBg Ik Is to »udo nnjus^ ponUbm nta 
without protestor comrblttt battrjbnxe eouie h rr and 
we wouM bi pulUcr od tri 0'*'a f Ji-di Iins if we a tempt 
when Intfle jail to aji a* pro cst or Oder *islyicraha 
•cabal tho bardtllps Impoied on oi (hero. Tho tlicory of 
PaT*(v# nsiliiaoee and nen violent non f^*or« all^n involTBe 
futalaiioa fd ncLdci ro/islouos wnoa once wo eotne to 
lb* tlica of *utrerirg lie rirsivtrmw 

I ir\* acrT alsn to *e*j Silin worfcir invl lie iily thtoogb 
tf< forrauU o' i r* Pj Uvo who had 

jT*vt»r;> f in fall • ^nl with that iS re Wi* 

n. hLc wrj*g Ic c*rT/irf iU» | * • *»1 shat It w»« ca tbs 
tcoWary a c >3 ti Irg iti wet) lrsT»7t} — njw|fO' 
ix iti r«Uci < r' e* en 1 rtnl^ It Us c4»- 
btt-cs* that it w*i an hrtt-*st *har'*s tf enr^ o Lot aLoul 
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the way in which one after another up to six went on addings 
themselves to the objections, I have no opinion but one, that 
they were playing with truth undei the notion that ideas of 
self-respect and dignity together with the prestige of a battla> 
were good excuse for using the formula of rehgion In the 
battle of truth against'falsehood, of good against evil, wherein 
‘ we have discarded all the weapons and trust to the favour of 
^ spiritual weapons only, it is a fatal eiror to allow. Satan to' 
find hiB way into 'our fortress All oui strength would be 
gone beyond recovery 'if we allow falsehood to poison our 
souls ^ We shall overieach ourselves if we attempt to 
overreach Trutt 

The acting J ailor came and made a long confessional 
histoiy of his ofiScial and private life which it would be « 
impossible to record heie We have sometimes the most 
i curious mixtures of character in this world The common 
idea associating suavity of temper and tact with an easy 
' conEcienos and an ill-temperod brutality m outward conduct ~ 
with honesty is as wrong as many an other popular notion 

Eama Satan of whom, Hu a Singh had spoken to me 
commendinglj, I saw for the fiist time yesterday As I 
expected, he is rather a disturbing factor He belongs to that 
too common type with mind unconvinced about non-.iolence 
and Satyagiaha but foi the sake of tbe objective, trying to be 
with the non co operators 

I saw Hiia Singh again after a long woilo yesterday 
Ever since I left hospital, I had not meii him His trouble 
has not been cured I believe it is <^ome kind of ‘fistula' He 
looks as if bo won't la«t long, brave soul I wish they gave 
. him some bbtter diet and looked after him 
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•Sobba Rio to-day hai font round a coofesslon IIo 
ttI ci to fay tba bo bai roUifcd b!i error In rtUlng roUgloui 
cb}ecUoDS *0 carrying his own 6ltb tba ho roponta for hli 
condnek acd that bo thorofore intlieta on faimieU the panUb 
ra_nt of taking tho common night poti ot tho blook trom the 
room an I plidng tbom ontaldo tboogh ^bore li a tcaiensar 
for the work I wai fo glad to aoo that this yonog man tav the 
mlitake bo had been led into> I font him In reply an extract 
from wbat I luul wrltton above Ilo If I fear getting morbid 
In tcroi><)rament I uiifa iboio aronod biro took oiro to keep 
him in good IZa U really an Inimitably dm yoong 

fellow Tie weald be a C rat nta Afthramlke Sibarmatl 
riolthed Arathnppal In Rural las night 

8—2—22 ^cdoeidar— Had a bad fit of the aithma lait 
night and fr^lvcry weary Ko "pinning to-day l>id mocb 
of Sccratci Almost literally rendered the whole of Orittf 
Pht do fflnit b) a mere dlCfionlt talk Uat perhaps raeoh 
cf It tnay be omitted a" rooiS of the phllo ophy woald bo 
ecrnmonpltes for lodian rcaJen I de4lre only to miks 
tbem rcatife the grcitn^ia and oharaotcr of Ibo C reek 
Martyr ( hope I will bare the time to finiib tbli work and 
lid to U a brief itcry of the martyrdom of ChHit I *ball 
crit bare In pHroo lo vain If I am able to do thli little 
Ihlt at I’atl T eoull not carry out thli pUn 0 / adding 
Ll/oefCbrlik 

'J* Tnun Uy — f mr Can l tne^ the rc4 m 
f G-il 1 It fcyj tifl IT- jtilt t4 a-1 rsUafla for my 

than oroal crl(>r 

1*"? tO'day cbO«l}y L>jk id! D'J tcrtf'rt 

ltd? 
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10 — 2 — 22 Friday — ^The talegiam I aenfc to the office has 
not been despatched, neither has the letter that ‘has come 
from home been delivered to me yet It ' seems the Superm- 
' tendent has gone away to Madras and things have to wait 
for him If Dr Ra]an, Kothandaraman and Sastri have' 
been all taken up [with inoffeHsive Souriiaya Pillai too] 
Admarayana Chettiar has to take np the Congress office woiks 
and with Eamanathah’s help the'woik may go on easily.. 
Eajagopalan would be of groat assistance, but I don’t know 
whether his nerves will permit his service being placed at ^ 
our disposal I don’t think he can work except with me 
With me he has worked very hard, even to the point of phy- 
sical breakdown, but with others he is notoriously difficult 

^ The mosquitoes in these cells make a legulai hell of it 
during the night and the flies in the daytime are a nuisance 
beyond compare The big association blocks are more airy 
and bemg not so near the kitchen, there may be less oh the 
vermin, but from all accounts the bugs and possibly also the 
lice are a big tiouble there, on account of the large number of 
unwashed pnsoners and their beds in each room So I had 
better make no attempt to get out of the -frying ^ pan lam 
“glad to see that Mr Narasimhachariar, Vakil of Guntur 
who had been thinning down and looking ill, is now 
quite healthy looking So also has Md Hussain got over his 
fever face and is adding, to his weight Mr Shafiuk is 
still not m good health Lakshminarayana is flounshing.- 
Poor Srinivasa Iyengar has -lost tremendous quantities 
of flesh He is^ one of those who have grasped the principle 
of Satysgraha better than others. He is of a, flabby 
constitution and the doctor does not seem to think 
^ much about his great loss of weight ; but loss of fat by one 


94 


TTho*e nitnrM bnlU U fl%bby rhon it it pTo3ai:c4 by tinin 
tcn3cd eau33j it not good »ttd moy fiatlly msin & brotbdomi 
of rJlai orgADJ 

I am rlad that tha «t*orf absat )kIaUoai»l VU and 
Sbaokat All h hungaf a clko whloh app^m to ba\o oa 
courtged lotDo of tha frlandn orfjnDany in tbo clofo priwo 
boro ii cow ooniradlc^od A nmiUr i.ory It onmnt 
aboak Lt]pal Hat on whioh Bam Baran boildi ap hU 
td\ico towards troabla whloh haa not yot boon eonfera 
dieted to oar kaowlodgo It It a graat pity from aaaay 
points of slow that wa aro not allowed any newipapari 
\oang India at (east might bars bean aQowod Poor 
Lakibmloarayana tha otbor da> tald In joke no doubt ho 
would op half hit ratiooa for a oowtpapor Wli&t 
an appuUto (or tba daily fiheot bavo wo daralopt*! 7 Tba 
Jailor thoa^b it osafat (or tho anU non-opara Ion point of 
view to (rlt^btoa mo wUb news of a b'rriblo Volantcor 
dirtarbaoea fomowhoro io Ibe North an! 6re openti by lha 
G'nl forces a-S r'‘sV bn of life ani otbor ea nal l«r Oar 
J Jlo Is b apsSbi-f rraluv* a n wsnsiwir or m Ion anllng 
IoMi-5»*'n*i II fr 'm I IO s jry pf hi j )l(o lh» ho fisfo mo 
I \m n »qrpl»i’ at bn !bjm cUy 

I 'j sJ rat « 'lu rs\ r It an 1 ah i trv mr hanl 
at ti .1 tratiTf'b’a c' Cnriat loor Uniant ChotiUr hat 
b-'m I In I ; al tls «(paa j ta have ask sea ma 

U—?— ''2 ( Jav — Thiol ib wii (nijT Tfto 

{:* r n-tn+i tU t’-i nH Tco br**** i oolr b wSlstbt tS-jo h 
1*^* baT«4 cf tha Inatt all ta** eight but htflo fira 

i' n If i jt t a \ a ramani la air. Ti (» * nih 

(» t,3 Hxh a-! Mtnv aal tVa J>jf b (o 
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T 3 Qfewe 0 n two projections of masonry wbioli offoctiyely^ keai^"*, 
out all movement in the eir The mo^quito^^itlSem to'';“" 
be a violent typo, for they sfcmg shaV^y^^and througliy / 
thick KLaddar aiid get m through the least d\tt^'ppenin^j^^^ 
in your covering which you may keep lor' 'Breathing'' I 
suppose putting me in a cell of this soit with a single 
hole BIX feet from the floor for window instead of a 
verandah or other place where there aie true windows and 
the oir may move now and then, is ‘ special treatment ' for 
political prisoners Perhaps I am too bitter, but -after a 
sleepless night this may be excused ' , 

Had a letter from Gandhiji besides one from home ' The 
former is scrupulously non-pohtioal and dated the 3rd 
February from Baidoli ‘ I was glad and thankful to gat your 
note You certainly miss nothing by not having newspapers. 
And I do envy your spinning wheel and Kamayana The 
latter I hope is not a wretched translation of Valmiki but 
the origmal of Kamban of which I have road so much in 
Pope’s Tamil Handbook You must not lose flesh I thought 

y in our company I was the lowest weight But vou beat me 

{ 

'by fully 10 lbs now I,hope you are allowed plenty of milk 
Let me prescribe for you If you can get milk and plenty of 
-sweet juicy fruit — oranges or grapes, you will get nd of 
your asthma and gain m weight Devadas is in Allahabad 
Knstodas and Eamdas look after me You are not the only- 
-one to enjoy your solitude Sundaram is just now at the 
Asram undergoing a vow of silence He has read too much , 
and thought so httle His silence may do him good. Yours 
-sincerely, M K G ” 

The lefiter fiom homa'was disappointing m that neither 
' Xpikshmi non Narasimham has written anything in it But 
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Litfbml hat ptjfc her Uttio tigDatoro nnder what Papa wrolo 
cc’lher Narulmham nor Eamn hu wrilton anjrtlilng from 
Salem. 

Warder Ketava PilUy haa h«n tent off on other duty 
at ho wftt found to ba negilRonL Ho Ufb thn compound gato 
no locked propcrl> ono nlghl vhicb the Ohlof Warder taw 
next mom^ag and summoned" Wm to tbo Tower and feat bltn 
on gsni* duty Ho came to-day and took hit Fattanathn 
rOUar from mg 

Non-o!QcIaI vliltor Padmanabba Naidn was bore again 
ycro'rday Ho foUowi ibo Inoflldest method o( talking nn 
c"idally to the Doputy Jailor and other*, to put matters right 
Tl'o jafl cfBciaU art *dep*t In the art of talWog nJe:ly to 
putUeg thorn off Nothing but ofljrial prtisoro 
doci any food with them 

My tnna o supply la a* Irrcguler’ a* anything can bo 
JC— tl— Rotrday —My loJegrami aiVlng ObetUar 
H ccar etStn anl lUria^waml Nalcker to come np (or an inter 
^ior were not lent np at Crstbooauvo the BuperlnVeodeat wai 
away a 'Udra* VToen they wore brought back to mo, T 
wtlV''eIl them to *« the letter I bad from borne wbicii wa« 
alfo delayed for two day* I cent the telcgratea again yoter 
daTcafirto the tn^roiog. Ai lU leak rould bare It they 
w ^ trTi np with tba U-Tfrie orderly that Bce» for the poit 
fc** 1 c^e of Ih m (carlfd Ly mo P iprou for argent dcrpatcM 
wt» lro-tHh»<c aaihe ro*lal 0-elal wai loo dent to 
tie malilplfl additnl ba^eglren Then It wae 
tty* wartef oa foot The ! li about 3 mllei from the 
\*1 nr 1 ^ w I fa'* y the cjira # wottU La\o fcaeha-l 

G*l ^ at C t* W a ri of Httl cts for lU# pnrp^j** loWn- 
vri c-b^i cr U’r d-m } erase today tal l> morrow 
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I went np to see Eangam Oheity yesterday Poor* 

fellow — I little knew he bad been so ill— he looks like a ghost , 
He told me how death had stared him in the face He swore 
he ^aw Yama's men who 'called him to go with him He swore 
at them and turned them away and was saved But he 

says Jhab within a few. minutes of this dieara of his, 
another patient breathed his last He is past danger now* 
It was amusing to hear him say that his only anxiety 
had been that his body would be cut up without a decent 
funeral if he died in the hospital and that he was wanting 
to see me only bo avert this. ^ ^ 

13 — 2 — 22 Monday — 

Parade day as usual “ Well, all right ? *’ 

" Quite all right, thank you ’* 

I had thought of asking and meniioniug many things but 
thought better over it and the above was the result 

My lads have not come to see me yesterday as my 
brother wrote Possibly my messages received late by them 
upset their programme They have nob coma even to day. 

Government appears to be making a great attempt to 
rally the people lound itself once again The crocodile tears 
they shed over Civil Disobedience leading to subversion of 
peace and happy domestic life, must be enough to drown even 
a whole nation Bub, really, the remedy is in their hands 
We did not choose Cml Disobedience, disruption of domgstio 
felicity and untold suffering for the pleasure or the fun of it, 
but because we prefer these to contmmng in servitude 
and dishonour Government can prevent the suffenngsof 
the people, if really their mind is so-moved, as they make it 
ont to be, by conceding the people’s demands instead of 
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••Bug Ibem to ilop tbe movement boeatiM oI tbo tnffttliig It 
Inrclvet. It ii • ^ronflerfal mlxtnia of hypooriey prida and 
fetafost which yot may daoeira toma people 

Thar arema^Dg a horofoaffort at teIf*defeoee by plea 
diog that Diiobadlaoea wat raaolvad npon by GaDdbl}! evaD 
balora thoOrimloat Law Amendcoant Act was applied asainit 
tho Yolontaer bodlet. No doubt we resolved on Olvil Pis 
cbcdleneo for righting our wrongs Cot tba erfena and folly 
cf making all Oongreu work criminal does not become any the 
lets a erlmo (or that rtaton. It hastened our p&oe In an 
tmexpeetad maoner but thero la no mooniDg In oonfnslog 
tba Imo on that pretext Both tba Oovamment of India a 
reply (oQasdhl;!# manlfdato and Lord Jlonaldf bay # apoeeh 
frek to to cevrr ibetr retreat In this manner 

H— 2— '23 Toerday — Kriibnaiwaml and Bamaswaml 
I alcker came yeiterday evonlng and saw me without thi 
elbert cosTrg op from Safam I roqc sled Ibe Jiltor te treat 
tbs iolervEeir as nnfioEshrd acd Co permit tba othen to 
•omt op lo*day There was song difljeoliy Jo arranging 
Ud» but El was overeooo and I saw them aD again to-day 
Tbs yooesor rodopalayam ramlndar and KrlihnaiwacaE 
Cbcttiar ti 1 tome betides tdEnsrayana Obctliar and Nara 
siciba lytn; ar llsmu aol Vsrsiimkam also came Punswaai 
loa Bo it Wit a EdU mectlog 

Ostnttt afslr* are very dsprettlng Tbs vloletuaat 
fknUbtor apprsrslo bar# back averylblng- 1 oannot 
aJ/s wrii frt>c wElb lIstEs Itrfermaloft aboal iblnp 

acd oot af l* ssb with !'•» ftorspWy pfsr*iri5| Hot I (str 
ia kt VJ&cs rsmaJo dill now Is wyjti^ To*«t 
a nal* trcief amiES tatifv lha taocla at a Ibaa «k*n 


99 


‘Bion is in full swing is likaly terribly to sat the clock back I 
tiam however too much depressed and may sea things in a better 
light later on Let me pray- So many of my most trusted 
fellow workers have gone to ]aili that I feel when I go out I 
-shall be more lonely even than I am here How should 
•'Gandhip been feeling all those days when all his fellow 
workers have been snatched away and ha is left quite alone 

I 

16 — 2 — 22 Wednesday — In the absence of all the stur- 
'dy loaders of various provinces who are now all in prison, and 
especially of the Ali Brothers, Gandbiji’s decisions are not 
'balanced by every consideration that the position *of an 
emasculated nation necessitates While they were with 

5 

him, it looked as if, they acted mostly as clogs, but when 
'they are away one sees their function The decision practically 
' to suspend all thoughts of Civil Disobedience and to go 
back to membership enrolment, t e , from war to peace, is 
likely to be a grievous blow to Bengal, Andhra, and U P 
“Tamil Madras though it cannot claim to have made much 
headway in any department wiil lose proportionately more 
severely than even other provinces by this retreat It is a 
misfortune that Bombay did not take to prison-going 
seriously 

Missed my prayer for the first time this morning having 
'Slept ofif till Gam when the cell 'door was opened The 
officials do not when pasting by m advance of the opening of 
-nf the cells uhout ‘Biss, Bise,’ at these two or three cells, out 
of consideration ^for us. The Jailor in apparent jubilation 
told me this morning thit non-co-operation had gons to sleep 
Gandhi had cried halt 'to Civil Disobedience. I did not 
-waste time over this with him. I bitterly complained to 
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bim tb»t ibo flottloTDenl I bad ed ftt with tbe Saporln' 
tondoD m revpoet of the trefttmest of political prisonen had 
no been canfed ont proporlp Now ecmert arc pot on the 
hearlott work available In thojall Other ttoms too h&vo 
boon flotireljr loft onporformad IIo ploadi ioabTlUr Thoro 
■c«mi to ho tome bad faith in all thii I ]Qat learn a yoong 
can who had been put at tho pumpiog of wa*or hi* gone to 
hof pikal and brought oot t food from the chosk I sab^eQUcntly 
Irarnt that this man waa at once relieved of Ibie work lie 
Is an epiloptie 

The daHor told tco that there wav a Ukellhcod of all 
polJthal ptlicrnera hilnr concootratcO to ooo ptlton In the 
ProTlcei Thii matt l>o to Jail anlhoiitlea a great relief 
All that they «aot is that tboro ehoold not bo inconvoolent 
lifil Ihr wn Into the jail and the noiraecn of reforming 
inlleenrc acd pteveore brought to hear on Iho harbantUa and 
eormpllon* of thrlr almloja raticn. Thfjr bare do other 
an‘mt:i tfraic t^Ulical prliorcrj 

How brantlfcny «lc<i my dc»cI hour Md Ohonte t la lUa 
trii -cith my o»B alUot frajor ^et how the two commo 
till s i«arT 1 »llh ar J kllleJ acd hated reel o he anJ Uow 
lacf* tt 1 iilari'a dir^ atilt <• n lens# 

TLjr#Jiy — ow that the lime of my 
TTVa*« <* I In bow Tvllhe 

wlU fait rt* abeti I wj I w cnlj a dci *1 f fU 

el r- V hufj t 1*mW «rr)c rv lel-'jt anlUl’i? arywh ff 
If ty tl ^ tr» lb I’ il *ini ftr-a'er rn cba*fi In o ll'wV or 
•» rf w^T< actta# H 1«* 1 Vrc^ltf bow I i^aJI 
rv)a-i 1 li lb* dfvary al-'Mx' 
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L^atnt at 8 p M, to day [Tdur^jday] of Gandhi]i’a 
-iast Ho bas ones again diacovorod that a mob will do 
vjolonco of a kind, bbo oownrdico and brafcahfcy of which givos 
aabocktobia whole nabnrCi oven though the non-oo-opoia- 
tion mc\ emonb {and a cntical pliaso of it] is boing contam* 
plated at tho time, ovon though tho porpotrators sympathiso 
with tho oims and objects of tho movomeut and have times 
without numbet heard Abimasa preached 

Either bo must bo convinced that Congress Voluntoors 
perpetrated or encouraged the murders at Gorakhpur or be 
must defimtely postulate an impossible condition precedent 
for hiB movomect that mobs that any wise connect themsolves 
by mere sympathy, with the aims and objects of the movement 
-should refrain fiom violence just as much as the organisers 
and partakers of the movement itself Non-co operation com- 
mands almost universal sympathy m India and so this condi- 
tion would come to this , that there should ba no serious 
rorimos of violence committed by anybody m India whilo the 
movement is on Unless the cause of the suspension of the 
programme (and hia five days fast] is that Congress workers 
committed and encouraged tho muiders, I feel that it la a 
confession that the programme is discovered to be a moral 
impossibility 'x 

I fully realise the gravity of the offence of the mob at 
'Gorakhpur Bub in sprte of my tendereat and most complete 
attachment bo my master and the ideal ha stands for, I fail to 
sea why there should be a call for stopping oui struggle for 
Tciirbbrighha because > of such events The ’Malabar atrocities 
era a much greater reason if Gorakhpur be a good reason. 
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No, I f*U to ttt {tom bet* [In eoclniton and wllboat mfttori- 
alf il II tme] the logiotlity of tba gmro liop taken. 

Bnk God trade Qi tlfibt wbero tofio may not I foot tbat 
the nation Ii not etrong enongb yet to lose Oax:dbl]I now and 
bU aiToet and tmpt^aonm«n\ i?aa Imndnent and It U only an 
eront of tbli sort that Frovidenoe ronld interpote to proven! 
it Again I ftol also that the nation fe yet not etrong eootigh 
for the tacHBeci ealled for and an oaily lottlement may bo In 
the plan of Provldeooe K tettlement la in tho bigheit degree 
probiblo now 

3te^nerbile (bo fait for Lto day* may prove too much In 
hti preicmt eonditlon of body dno to agi and til bealtb 

17 — 2—23. Friday — Paiaed a night of real terror Uko to* 
Ihoie that I lud often known eevtn years ago and before 
Sat Qp like a gboit and foond some relief In llgbrieg mv can 
die and mikiag aboaome botwaUr on Uforalpiieg A 
aelltaiycon (i net the plaro for ailbma of norvona typo 
However the oompiriUve facility I have now acquired at 
concmlraticn and pfiyer (ihooch yet far from ralUfaclory) 
tclr^ to foty-’t the trouble. 

In'om ation (1 at tTakim Ajnial hhan atd Monlana trail 
Boihaci IcU ratfl to Gaodblji from the dlituibed arva that 
^lattOvil ce waa lmr<r» tblo cvtlDg to vIoI<mt 

Mjhr aV.^ that itjrde ! operatictK wesU inteet tto dUlart I 
atrvi alM ar J t, >t Jtctc'jfo t* o lUrJyU r amj »lm »1 o H I j 
»t- ri^i Tl Tni* aI*eion*aUat o^rtaln volutuwf h«ll«i 
In af^* t**! ar^ Trrf» y Ccr* reii 0‘T5“"h 

I n r» iMvIait lean ai dev 
cfi t a a^J^fl^tt*e aQitui • tlw* tlVf* tsjttrit I vt 
■ iff I H V «*c 9 \rtt n arf 'y J- tie d{» ijtI *-w*‘e 



Any way there seems more reason for the Working oommittea’s 
suspension than appeared at first sight 

Tet I am not oonvinoed that Gandhi]i’s idea, that the 
mass mind "will be trained to non-violence by repeated pro- 
paganda is right. There has been repetition of the idea and 
reiteration of this condition ad nauseam Yet mobs break 
into anger when provocation is offered 

IJo amount of waiting, no amount of lecturing will bnng 
about the change that is desired more than is at present 
aehieved What is wanted is example and trial. The policy 
»of suspension at every distant and unconnected outburst 
gives no ohanoe for example Discipline, not knowledge, la 
what 18 wanted Mere knowledge can be given by propa- 
ganda But discipline can be got only by personal trial* 
failure and example 

A certain amount of ill-considered high speed was 
pitched as a necesfary condition in our first programme 
which was the cause of not a few of the troubles and 
failures We have no’w all the disadvantages of a retreat — 
with the mass-mind, a retreat is a great handicap to work 
with 

18 — 2 — 22 Saturday — No news yet about Gandhiji after 
the fast To the loneliness I am dreading to find myself un 
upon release from prison, is now added the depiassion of fai- 

T 

lure and absence of scope for work I cannot find any light yet 
' to lift us out of the darkness we are in Are we going to get 
a few paces forward in Eeform as a result of all the teinbla 
sacrifices that we non-oo operators have made ? This could 
well have been achieved by steady and contented work in the 



old * comlitiitloBil ^ way witbonl all tbl< grlovons lafTorlng 
that tboQPaDds of (aniniM have bornd ia the f^reat hopo of 
Swaraj Self pnrifioatlon and elrongthoniog thero bie bean 
i>odoQb Bat Ibli {■ aU« not wbal tbe earth” Id nf can 
bo fatiafied with and tho prioo baa h«n too he*\y ln«o 
traoy eaus—No— It wlU take me long to raconmlo myiolf to a 
few changoa in tbo Imperial and l/ooet Oavoromenta ai a 
litUfactory lermlaatlon to this great ftmgglo Dal I blame 
coono The oatlan is too weak too far drawn In eeonomlo 
mlitery to bo able to fight and win to ona oampilgm We have 
to carry on taany oampalgna before we can oomo to the end 
of it and poace and racuporatlon aro noeeitary at the eod of 
ev'b campaign 

Had to take the ailhma mixtaro at midnight aod then 
bad lome re«t with a few breaks 

The Anlhra fnende bairo agalo been eommoDte^tleg to 
mat rg^ljxant.! They eomphlo that the soperlnkaodaal 
bit rv-'jt l,>ip hte proaNaf made at tbe •etlloment Tbo chief 
oomplaloti are abox bxthi not being aibwad dally to the 
rlro oai prurner* ao3 abont the lopirate cooking They 
want the curry aloni to be prepar»l by lbem»9l\ej bit the 
Jail atihotlUei want them to lo tho whoW O-xln, 

TMi l» taa\T work and U r>rh»pi Intenlol mcrrlf to 
frlyht n ct rat of the lit Tl •» JeU p*')rle do not 
wa \ toy Invrrail-n In tbi kll h n and ra I n arfaenm-ntr 
«> at Mr OiiuJurl «aya ac-l 1 an In lc*-l to a, 

IT « I can h»*o pf lotiff e H 1 j> maljit f cvn t »vt a* yet 
It •%< fra “t'le cutwarJIy that tSa a '■»Tat*«x>V)*u: • 04^ 
l-a 0 a* a w>r»*e nr n^t at all tha motWrr 

ct I 0 Jerhta H cay tr 
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The ' 3 ail is getting whitewashed (in the literal sense) 
all over, against the expected visit of the 1. G t'Narayanasatni 
our waterman convict is for once hard worked Poor man 
3ie is in jail now only for his fine, his subst^^rfiva term hav- 
ing been served out , 

A young fellow here puts the convict problem in a nut 
shell He awaits his release in 9 days hence He is a first 
offender He bought a new fine tempting cloth for Es 2 from 
a fellow who proved to be a thief The latter was hot caught, 
hut the lad who bought the cloth was convicted “People who 
go out come in again at once, what shall we do for this ?” 
Ho asked pathetically His own oaSe was not a difl&cult 
one He has father and mother and a family that work on 
field taken on varam , so be can be absorbed in his faimly 
■and be protected against a second offence or charge But 
the ordinary man who has no such family but has to be a 
mere cooly and look out foi himself, is m a sad plight Hence 
he comes in again and again and puts on the old convict's 
black cap and makes the best of ]ail life as his only hope It 
makes one' sad to see some of the prisoners — a large number 
are criminally lazy and evade work and a great deal more 
efficient supervision is necessary to set matters right, — so hard 
working, so offioient and even conscientious in doing their 
task, by compulsion leading such well disci phnad 
lives without drink, and without any other sin yet slaving 
for nothing If only they led such hard lives of purity and 
discipline in their own homes, how happy and prosperous 
they and their families could be As soon as one of these is 
released I suppose he takes a day’s holiday and drinks and 
then all the discriplme is lost, and he is the old man agam^ 
Weighment to day shows me steady at 101 lbs again 



100 


20—0—21 ll 0 Bd*T — 7o-d»y • e»rly morning aawi U 
thftk tho PritOQ Klngi wwkly par«da bu boon potkponod ko 
l>morrow Thl« li to cmsblo him to toe to the oxeouUon of 
% oondtmDcd prlaoner mblch It fixod fot to-morrow and to do 
tho ptrtdo tbo nma morning Be wonld hnve to got np 
exriy in Iba momloE (or the oxecnllon — It ii uioilly finished 
b«(oro 0 A JT end irhy ibonld be botboi ont o( bed on two 
eonteratWe deyi In the irtck to eerly In the morning 

Arptdnrtl the butler is to bo htoged tO'morroiT KIghI 
titer night I Qt<^ to hear the ohittorot gsllowa (rlondehlp. 
The Bspoy wonld cry ** Apptvn 1 Apptvn I "higlthl 
htgltb tnd they would onrry on t oonvortation otoh from 
hh own cell The ehttUr wonld fo on erery night tUl I 
went to sleep Greet letUude is tllowed to theta eondeenned 
piltonere by (be werders, for they btro (oond ibtt there is 
no eTe^lro •aae*ion»a reipeet o( priiooers who bkvo been 
tlretly eondoaned to the wort poniibment In the Coda 
“Sefisb! " dlitppesrcd (or some montUs past for the poor 
fellow wa« bto^ed one fine tcornlog >or aoaao dtyt (he 
tesder to the coo'kortatton Ube 8 poy) vt.a Ulklog of Noglth 
U’to^ Jo TTrs^cQ tml es*loc t J* ftll tr«I with God— •! sUb^ 
It the till f event In pil^on* One will toe it If coo ootnM In 
1*11 like Cl Than eft two or ttrirj dtv* there wni nothing 
ttote tl :at as v t itn,arrt.w A{psva slw will 

dUsptea hk^wit. B t retnea.! t \pp-a^a leiTti 

t'' in 1 1 '-'St Um* I tt ebUlren 

f*' ey I • » irUatlt'n c( thj j\il pn (» oee whi S 
ecfbl I j rv fc-A! at en that » f h»-i og Fan wltts^t 

p-'lrf I* t— any r aw * Vi^TW wh^n 

ti will f-T ewer lli U f r c:Any w'^ 


♦ fc-rao 
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titnes months waiting {or the appeal to the High Court an® 
the petitions to the Local and Impenal Governments to bo' 
disposedtof. Thesfe taka long enough to'makehim get over the 
idea of nearness to death which might have chastened his 
mind In the beginning Then without ministration of religion 
or prayer or any thoughts of God, ho is seized one morning- 
when ho does not ospeot anything like it, and taken away 
arms bound and there at the gallows his lags are fettered and . 
a cap put over his head and in a few minutes the platform 
goes down and he la despatched. Mostly not even relations 
know about it, and they do not coma therefore to taka the> 
dead body It is recorded as nnclaimed and made the best, 
public use of, probably for medical college disseobion What 
does the Bureaucrat care for leligious ministration or prayer 
unless there comes a distinct G 0 about it when of course it 

4r 

Will be scrupulously attended to as a piece of bureauoratic- 
disciplma 

Appaduiai is a Christian, but that will make no diffe- 
rence Christianity though it is their own professed religion, 

IS not much of anyfchmg with the Bureaucrat It won’t alter 
his usual conduct His religion us the “G 0” and these G O’s 
are made and revealed from time to time in such manner as 
to get things efficiently done without causing nsk or annoyance 
oi trouble to white officeis and not moio than absolutely un- 
avoidable to other officers provided they get above Es 200 a 
month. In fact the giand principle of lesponsibihty, in a 
Bureaucracy is that only the lowest in the grade, shall be 
fully responsible, and all the others shall as far as possible 
be free from blame for any mishap The ascending order of 
irresponsibility is the life principle of bureauciaoy 
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Tho J«U AQtborittei woa b ^ lioglo tbooght fro 
*tIjo her AppadarmJ ta»y no t»k® hfs pwoj with God baloro 
be yitildi Qp hi4 lifo Tiuifr ii o) kbal( ooaoercu Tooy were 
ocnccrccd only in getfrtog tho oxecatloa done without »ay 
bit^ on tbs day 6xed 

Poor Nalnamalal Konant petition hai b«n rejected by 
Iho Local Go\emraeQ^ I doa fr know who among the 
Oovemment m'Knberi ta In cborge of Ihii department bat 
ho awmi to ba molt oarrlcii or hearties* in tho citrome 
Life la ao prodoui jrat naroanoraoy yalnea il differently 
Tbia fellow U only ^ yoari oil The e\ld«nca U only dmnm 
eUntlaL Toe laweta beta aaid fro base prodoeed might be 
that wbi h tho woman wore bat nobody know* 

whdker bo wai the mnrdorer or only an ae»mplieo Id 

accarirg the towels A lad known to he of pmyloQl good 

cfaara ter might bare been glv'en a cbacco to icrve ffO year* 
(o piiun and eome oat (roe a leai when be I* 40 yean oil 
initei I ^ 

■>l ~2— 03 Toe* lay — I wn op ^ cry early Ihli momint* 
*— pirf aps the ihouch of Ibe mao to Iw ert-rjtcJ wo^o me op 
before tim* I war al fn np In my b 1 paying acairo 
Mabom-d <f^c3t«Intbe next e'll — Ha »ai ilrglng ait the 
**HaTa Ihiy ojtos, U*»e Ihif came “ CwcailoaaUy 
eajuirol the ►ipjy anl thiy dll cjmi af ir naa tolul-M 
wtl h rfy let* anl the unfi aoatj man wai 

fcortit! eway hail aifrcjll unla sUnl Iran the 

t ♦-! ' tn» fa a few tjin tSa t’ ef wa' I r 

raiar-*! cn Ml utjit t ji-l at! pt i*l nr rdl fi'>m w il i 
I ktwe t^a! tp'-al'jra t Hf^ hat b» t Ccl u bf Uw ifan 
dj ’ I away «balf1>} fs t alll’ a 1$ or irtx c^f 
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th*!?) ife was just find rigiit to do so Hovrover I have no 

business to tcoraliso over the death of a eingio man, when 

millions of lives are taken away ovory day by tnon without 

( 

a thought about it Tbo auimals have as good livos as mon 
and their daily slaughter ones before God for relief. 

Ml S Srinivasa Iyengar was hereto day Ho talked long 
with mo and ho wont round and saw the other non co-opora- 
tora also and then affor spending a few minutes with the 
Suponntendont wont away for his ease before the Sub Court 
in Yolloio He is very much disappointed with Gandiji’s 
latest instructions, but I could not understand bis o vn desire 
in the matter He is opposed to mass civil disobedience, ha 
does not like people going to jail oven in individual disobedi- 
ence 5 ill he feels m some inespressible and vague kind of 
‘Way that tho movement should have a stining programme Ha 
was trying to give me logical definitions of his oosition, but I 
was not able to follow Wbat I could make out was sometbmg 
ilka this , that people should go to jail and keep up the fight 
but everybody should nob go A careful and judicious selec- 
tion should be made so that active propoganda work 
out-ide may no*- suffer He emphasised he was moxe opti- 
mistic now Ha told me about the National Club I hope it 
will not 'become the nucleus of a new party without any 
constructive prog amma, but only intended to obstiuot the 
Congress Executive 

^ 1 

22 — 2 — 22 Wednesday — I fear we will be thorongbly 
Bpo.lt befo.e we go out of thi^ jail Some few of us— -who 
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hive I«J rre^gbt— vlH ba pvcQ bnUer milk hal! »b tnoR 
^orth each daily mbitHjticntly redoccd to quarter nnna worth 
ca h Tbo barter milk may bo poor but tha thing bring* 
ni the nneU and t^moaphore of homo lUe 

Tbo Aodbrat hove at Uet got their own cookiug Mr 
LAtiLmlxarayana that Iho Bop'TlDt rfirnt told Mm 

ihit they ihonld oook everything excoyt knoico Oirly mom 
itif and then not for all D<m.oo*opara^Ti bnt only for the 
tndbrai Ho 13%** tb t havjng agreed to !bJ» they cannot 
ae-cf* ay ang^i^xlsoa to cook only tolamlro and im-lodo the 
TiraxannkmaUl r« 3 ple also. Tba Jailor told mo rt at kelamba 
alcce may be coi ced and f ir tbo Tin:Yaiu.amal&i people alio. 
I de cok wrth to (ctorlcro Iti Ihla and sbiU leave it to Mr 
Lai bmlnarayaca to anratge jert as tho AnJhrai wUh 
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Finished Margolianth’s Mahommed in the Hereea of the 
Nations Series Krishnaswami left the book for me to amuse 
myself with, when ha was last here The author’s treatment 
of the Prophet is unsatisfactory , 

r 

The book makes the Prophet a man of great talent and 
unbounded ambition It works up the whole history of his 
message on the centra motive pivot of political ambition. The 
biographer assumes 'that the prophet has as little Faith as 
himself and'therefore that he worked up the whole of his life 
and message as a keen and ambitious man to gam his end — 
which IS, not to become a Prophet, "but. to become a head of a 
State by becoming a' prophet The theory of the biographer 
is that Mahomifaed was “ steering for the. destination" tof per* 
sonal distinction and influence all the time An irony runs 
throughuot the psychology presented by the author The 
author’s own unbehef disables him from seeing any springs 
for human action, except in a motive -for betterment of one’s 
'position ,If a non muslim cannot write a good biography of 
Mahommed, much less can a total unbeliever 

t 

In relating the early progress of Islam, the biographer 
appears to be suffermg from a preconceived idea that the 
worship of the pra Islamic Arabs was entirely devoid of any 
idea of a single God and attnbutes the idea of Allah which 
nndoubtedly existed in it to the influence of the Jews and the 
Christians Polytheists like Hindus can understand how 
the idea of the Supreme Being is blended with the worship 
of idols But our author assumes that the Arabs had abso 
lubely nothing in this religion . except superstition nd that the 
Jows and the Christians furnished Mahommed copy for his 
monotheism, Mahommed is described as being ** used "" 
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Bilrot • crcflalily to coaVo him lovlto men to tocogniM ble- 
owo cUlmt The eutbot revel* in » porelslcnk eomperiion 
ol Ibo Propbek wikh kho procedaro end cheTtctor of 
Joseph Smith tbo foondar of Mormontam and ovon mates 
him a clcTorer and blgcor tfictstor than tbo laUoT If 
Mahotnmed did nok nin Mray irhon peteecotsd to an a«yIonv 
in a n’'iBhbanT{ng Christian State ft vraa boesnso he did not 
wank to bo a aobjeKt in aafol/ batatmeda aovorcignty The 
book aboneds wUb many morally unfavoorablo hypotbotn 
based on mer* coQ]caktire ko explain away Mabommeds 
nrc^ies ak obkainlog ccavaTli li makoa hit alTabiUky and 
p^actful kempetaznenk a tnero ease of deep sagtdky and can 
ilua and a waiting for eppotkooHy 

Tbo nioRrapbart nob^lief and antipathy rises io a 
ellroax wbTQ dralinr with the mlgnlion to Medinab he 
eiblUts bitter dtsappotnlmemk that there was not a 
man in ’leoea who w>l ! strike a blew and ao) and bo raady 
to accept she reoponilbillky for aeUng tbal many ai 
wore Mahomed s III wiibcra, Ibera wa« nok eno of kbcm 
wLobal kbit »ark of OTaraco that lh«r# was no majia 
krarybywhUb bo tonU be krl^l fDkoJew* and eireotM 
premsaMy) rrrntbo diioripklon of an otrapi from an 
affuricatlfm (< io a Uoevats that In-ilnit » dliappotntmaok 
wh h rra iv. of LretatUy i.n (t !» yratuht-atly 

c^f# * \ t5 lh-» rsa !if it at All who was sb- pVj |n Mabrjcd a 
b-a Vtk tbsnl’i aiinlns et^oe bav» e»^t 1 lrM 

fora f Mlxy-, L \ tl s 1 uraMiUn ware ,tilyalfcQ^j 

Ufscib aprsryt^l^ tbors U r 1 aw'rd of j for 
Ali * tr^f^ a^ 1 1 1 lyl Tie aetM , dUapwlM-naol ak 
1 . (4 hT ct t »), f , Ii „r, .r»)ti wh« 
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Abrad and Amir’s story is roforrod to. No moro digniliod or 
respectful phraseology is roquisitioDGd than ’‘convicts . escap- 
ing from prison” when describing tbo thrilling escape frott^ 
Mecca and rotiroment in a cavo to avoid pursuit^ 
appointment with Mabomod'a success makes litiS ^li^tEor 
most bitter and angry with the Jews ' Had they [Tbo lows} 
any plan, any resolution, any courage, tboy would havo uti- 
lised this period of failure and ignominy to crush him ” 

Why the work of writing a life of Mahomed as a ‘hero’ 
of ^his nation was entrusted to one who apparonHy boiled with 
antipathy towards the hero, one cannot understand The 
whole scheme of tbo book is to look upon Mahomed as a 
political adventurer having the minimum of morality, caiving 
out a career, and nusorupuloualy working it out No place 
is given to earnestness of conviction, inspiration, religious 
zeal, or virtues of personality T’or the rapid and remarkable 
succasss of the Prophet’s message the biographer throughout 
finds out explana'icns in fraud, ^ conrpt'on, cclf interest, 
faction or gnllibility The unamifaDle fidelity of the Medina 
men is matter for flippant irony It furnishes the biographer 
no clue to the foi oe of the prophet’s personal life and oha- 
ractar The systematic use of the term “ leading articles ” 
for the Surahs of the Koran, is hardly worthy of decent 
biography The term ” Apostle of God ” is sneenngly used 
in appropriate places. Yet m the preface the author promises 
to write “ reap0ot?fully ” about the prophet 

It is a relief to find a genuine attempt at fairness after 
all, in the final remarks about the destruction of the Jews 
_'al Medina But even here the author’s failure to appreciate 
the value of religious faith is charaotenstic Ho is surprised 
8 
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that 10 \ory few of tho Jc\Ti avallad thomiolre* ot tbo altar 
catlvo o( Ifhio oCTercd to thorn Bo cannot uodoratand how 
Htfo immber* of r<>oplo prtior dyin^ to loelcg faltb 

The modern nnbeUeror cannot hot mo thn hlitory of a 
fTr^t Uilh and Ibo lifa of Ita fonndoc all top>i turvoy \ 
fU ins eiatsrlo of thia la that tbfi biographer cannot mo 
that I waa Iho TcHglon# movement bat wa» the prime factor 
ji lb»* carlT h ^ I'® 'ha tbo political npheaval 

intro In aa an nnaaoldahlc conMtjnonoi, Ho canno aw how 
men «n taro *o tiiu h for more faith Ho ran fee nnd will 
le-'* no eTplanatloni therefore fbat man fhonld eare for pollH 
tAl r«»er hn mik i out that Mahomed i a political 
atrhitlon, and h Ucrea tha tht rcUfdoni movomenl wae 
atat ! b ihi p^litlsal end couH only bo Ralnol thereby 
Ifneren^j, »i»!a (lot *'otatstlc o( Mahomed imprciird 
oJ «f c\>niptra^f< <«# th-' refotonco to IboMoi jnool lV*^enl} 

Th» I'ory cl a dim** tlo qturrel \ 5 wom the prophe^ ami 
Lh nl e« o\er hit ryfit vl to give th'^m hoauhold ^oppllM 
a^>*o Uc7 m» 1< relaV I mirrlffortho vaba of 

nU ^ lua IVj val e of \\^ oj i-oJc wbUi rwei tbit la 
J* a t arl trn.ati 111 n from many conrjeered 

t7i' » a ' • -tnt V*h { TiJ T-*t a j },r i,y li 

l-nl * fhj of 

\ tth all t’ * a' U-nt dMf# of thW tonplaln 

a*rr 3 avlihrun Hr« far evert aiparenflr 

rvd atVltf* '3“*' ta I j l«al a.l»#r>*ljr whb i-j* IfK rallty 
anl r«-vf i'- a o by |h* u 0 tillrx of 

Tm -r '' »T ry waipjttn *■ 3 TUfi wa»eopfi-#4rIt- 

r>cf ^ a-f cf IN « t r*^t lU (at le crfii Wat* Wl 
SAVTrt^T. W i‘‘at r <f Irlxarb N t rtM It* Uoa* 
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Ijha Befagess which' had been seized and sold by the ileooaos 
ware touched Even the ^ keys of the temple wore not taken 
away from the hereditary holders If any Meccan^ were killed ‘ 
without authority, justice was rendered by Mahomed 

In spite of unsympathetic treatment of the biogiapher, 
iihe character of Mahomed stands out too deal for mistake. 

^ man of great natural affectionj-de^oid of fanaticism, guided 
by reasons of humanityand sound policy, always respected by 
his fellow citizens for his great upiightness of character and 
‘ trustworthiness, when he attained the power and the autho- 
rity, he “ allowed himself no day of rest, and worked as bard 
-as Jibe roost industuous of sovereigns He managed both the 
external and internal affairs of the vast and growing commur 
mity he had- founded Always smiling, he, at times threw 
aside the gravity belonging to his offic? In no case did he 
injure his administration by nepotism in spite of his numerous 
relatives He never allow'ed them to inteifere with the 
-course of justice Squatting in his poor apartment, with a 
veil ovet hiB face, and a palm branoh in his hand, he gave 
And took away crowns There was no' d'tail of conduct 
too trivial to bo made the subject of an appeal to the Pro- 
phet Amidst all duties of General, Legu-lator, Judge and 
JDiplomatiet, the Prophet did not neglect those of preacher 
'And teacher His punishments were characterised by mild- 
ness Mutilation and torture were forbidden , So early as 
the 7th century, he prohibited the burning of offenders which 
, barbarity was retained among Christian nations even up to 
nineteenth century ' His humanity extended itself even to 
the lower animals He prohibited the employment of living " 
birds as targets and remonstrated againt ill-treatmenfc of 


116 


He opcc eotcpelltd »oino of hla followon to oxtlo- 
piitlv fc Bro they *el lo an »nt-bUl FooUib act* ot 
ernolly eonnec*td vritb toporitltiotia were *wept »w*y 
He pToHiHted Ibe coVtfnc of tbo taU» of horM» 

For the female ms Ifahomtned « tyetstn aobfev-od mneb 
Tbo condition ol flavor and captl-rei were xelicTcd by many * 
hnintoo rrpnUtlcM For example ibo partJog of the molbcn 
from ibeir children or of brotbore wm problbltcd Scoorgiofi 
wa^ dl couraRcil and morder wai pu&Ubablo with 
TfUUauon. Manatnlxflcm waejjriitly enconraRcd Slaves 
woTo allowed a »)ttcm whereby Ibey conld eontrnrt 
forUelrown cannmfirion Ilclrlosi ci’alos were Inborlted 
by the sUret Mo«lcai wore asaed lo (eod and clothe tbelr 
ilxvei like ibnn'^trtf He made thborato relations on 
bbent*'f>-fl tbo e^ciuble chafae er of wMcb It rroofinfs d by 
iStt All hW woifc bo did wltbb the rrmarkablf 

ort cf only a few year? and left it in loeh a coo 

d ticn that Id* Iralh not followed by dUlolo>.r»llofi «« 

In 1 1‘ r c\t » bqt by (n^atod progreti 

2 _'» — Sxtyrday,— Mo e Irlcrda havo cotno Ib 
ftc-i V H TC I th%\ KJTCO will bo remlnf fn by 

trfct fet fivm Jail 

Oi \'U H ctH* which btd l^ca l#ri »J1 to oamUeT 
(4 hm It tly I U y Mevlah tffoccra who t^V t art In 
( a re Jwt riol I «t« Uen niHDi.j tin do# k-U* i 

t tl my «U Kllct ifcrta otlaUoy^l 

Uiltrlty-lU larfcUT, The tr.,si Weft rcmccfJ I wa* 
f *t to ali*r a titn dvyt 

Tt^ *-v1 U< two ihlAM\ flnrjvt^ 

t ifiti ot *' oyc-rjil s tEQmiai Yoar Ititar ta Ut 
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Gnndhi has alarraod bim ”, said fcho Ma]or " Ho has put 
in a note in tho Young India Ho comparos your caso witili 
■scmo other uuforfcunato prisoner olsovrbor#, says some ono 
elso is given newspapers, while you are nob and so on ” 

Wlion I asked him whether I could see the note, he said 
iiG had nob the paper I wonder then how ho got to know 
ubout it However it might ho, he disoussed witli me for a 
long time o\ or my diet, and subsoquonbly took an exact inven- 
tory of it, I don’t know for wbac purpose I had a very bad 
night yesterday and tho spasms and weariness continue m 
the daytime to-day also But I don’t see what tho ]ail peo- 
ple can do foi it as I told tho Superintendent this morning, 

The condemned sepoy behind my coll is going through a 
crisis The day before yesterday, foi long in the mght, he 
was reciting ^orse8 m praise of God and Eama and assuring 
the hnman soul of Divine Giaco and calling for resignation 
*He was preaching m soldioilike stylo to his nejghboar Eama 
Eeddy and wound up with ” you have no courage Pluck up, 
man, go straight to Death like a bold man I won’t talk to 
you henceforth unless you are brave” To day he refused to 
take food He says he must be given rice meals or be executed 
I have nob cared to appeal to the Government for meicy. 
Why am I bothered thus with ragi cake?” he asks Indeed I 
don't see why a poor fellow condemned to death and refusing 
to appeal should not have, if he wants it, such a wretchedly 
modest luxury as the rice meal I hope the jailor will re- 
member to carry out his promise to me and give the poor 
chap fais rice for the few days he has yet to live 

My friend Alladi was here to day We had a long chat 
*nd then went round to the mam non-oo-operation block 
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kfed loving and ccnildcTate that indeed I feel Ibo dC. 
really at tm event of pain. 

20 — 3 — 22 Monday — Learnt 11*1 liittc pare i)i itnra 
S 1 to Chriit God gavo nt a man to lead w bo Ibo 
Government clalmi tbo right to taVe him aw ly from nt Hit 
ViUlbo done' 

Cido fararell to tbo frfendt and lo t Iho /nil at aboaf iO 
t ti Tho Sep rlnlrndact foUovrcd mo on' Ids Ibo gi o and. 
itbed II thr> ]an did nc lookbetttr Irom ontilde O Conrto 

I tild tbo Inilde not ao bad m it waa fhoogb* (o Lh? 
** t>on k come igain be laid aa we iboo* bandi and parted 
Mr Slogaravetu Cbetliurand Itacnaiaral Saiker bad oomo 
from Mvdrai to tceo tco In \eUore town I wai attemp <>3 
lobe inttrvioaol by Ibo ttfar-jJjS Catnipoodtoi 1 toll 
blcn tbit La^leg }Q«t enme from nt4d to learn al<ont tho 
aUnaltrn and cou.d no preiumvk to h vtmet o h ra io looru 
Tney biJ % i-utlfo meetinc In tho owcnlng bnt I rdraiT «I 
from •;.tiLirg (or tbo iime icav a 

t plmty c( jiTi^ meraba aSarbxt aol olbet 

tllng^ tc tta ftUi.U In^ail I tc-fo tie Sapenttetdea wiU 
ih jr on {3 ll e y^.aoc fcllowj lam a''t*oi4 at yal Mr 

K fnaWam wlowa# inln w the el e«t a Ibe 

of tba ttrtr a Ut h »« cti^ cl laU lie baa dj, tbo 
13<0 I It ih th^jao^ict ti zVoi 1*11 tcUtca 
e*a to a -eo J k*> blcj properly 



